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TO THE PEO- 
ple of my Cure and 
Charge, Grace and 


Peace be multi- 


plied. 


ag. : 


Es 


prayer ro — be you, 
is, that yee may be ſa- 
ued : And fo ye may 
be the better perſwa- 
ded of my heartie af- 
fection to you-wards, 

_- T5225 Wo 


es 


—_ 


Tme EpisTL® 


[ haue heere prelen- 


ted to'your eyes, that 


whichheretotore hath 
been offred vnto your 
eares ; nothing 4oub- 
ting but that, as then it 
found attentine audi- 
ence, ſo now it ſhall 
receine Kinde accep- 
tance. Yer haue runne 
well, endure yntothe 
end, that yee may bee 
laued. To helpe you 
and others forward in 
the Chriſtian race, I 
haue vndertaken this 
taske, hopingthart yee 
vvill - have remem- 
brance | 


DzpDicartoORyY. 


| macs 


brance of theſe things 
after my departing 
from you, that ſo yee 
may ollow the truth 

in loue, & in all things 
grovy vp vnto him 
which is the head,that 
is, Chriſt.In the meane 
time, l ſhall chinke my 
travaile and pains hap- 
pily beſtowed; my 
miniſtry. and ſerpice 
highly bleſſed, and my 
poore labours richly 
honoured and revvar- 
ded,if I may bring any 
oneto a more ſerious 
examination and triall 
A4 of | 


——_———— 


| 


Trxz EvprsrLits, &c. 


of hitnfelfe, co a godly 
ſorrow for the vvant 
of grace, and to a holy 
hungring and thirſtin: 
yr AT More grace. Ani 
thus, my brethren , I 
commendyou roGod, 
and tothe Word of his 
Grace,which is ableto 
build further, and to 
giue you an inheri- 
tance among all that 
are ſanRtified. Pray 
for mee 


The Watch-man of 
your ſoules, 


— 


A. Ha RSNET., 


MEU ih, 2 N A 3, 
To the godly and 
wel-affeted Reader. 

Emile Reader, I hane 

here preſented unto 

thy view the ſumme 

and ſubſtance of diners Ser. 
mons, which 1 preached wnto 


mine owne Charge, and ſome 
adioyning neighbours : who 
receiving (4s they profeſſed) 
| much good by my Labours, 
were earneſt with me either 
to beſtow pon them ſome of 
my notes, or fe to publiſh in 
Print, that which Thad dcl:- 
wered in word. Whoſerequeſts 
1 could not well with-ſtand, 
being wvreed by ſome that my 
A 5 calling 
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| Tothe godly Reader. | 


calling makes me a common 
ſeruant for any good 1 may im 
| publtke,as well as in prinate. 
And I was rather indnced 
wnto this taske in a double 

reſpett. Firſt becauſe amogi 
the heape of bookes that are 
oniunad ho few ſtrike downe- 
rieht at ſin, or lend a hand to 
helpe forward the worke of 
Grace. Secondly, becauſe the 
miquity of the time 1s ſuch, 
that with too:many (who 0). 
low the faſhions of the world) 
gr agg 15 ont of faſhion,ard of 
all Wer things the leaſt re. 
garded, or looked after , al. 
though ( as I ſhall make it 
plaine) it be the only thinz to 
be deſired, as that which ſan- 
| Ztifies and well. ſeaſons euery 
| condition heere , .and makes 
| way for happineſſe hercafter : 


por 


| Tothegodly Reader. | 


for the want of Grace cuts off 
all hope of future glory, and 
precipitates people into end. 
leſſe woe and miſery. Nature 
by its ſtrength may in time 
worke out, or weare out man 
bodily maladies, without the 
aauice of the Phyſician,or any 
helpe of phyſick:but the ſoule, 
ſo deadly ſin-ſick as tt 18, can 
newer be helped and healed, 
without the Balſam of grace ; 
| which aloneis able in time to 
worke out thoſe malignant 
humors ,which the ſoule hath 
contracted unto it felfe. CA 
rare thing it is.to finde that 
14n or woman which wil not 


preventing or curing ſome 
deadly d:ſcaſe,totake(though 
otherwiſe leathing phyſicke) 


eaſily be perſwaded, for the | 


wch things as [hall be pre- 
£ 2 - / Che 


— 
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Tothe godly Reader, 


Cm nu AE nr en 


ſeribed them for their goed : 
| for Nature ſeekes to preſerue 
it ſelfe. Hence it is that the 
Toad (wvpon diſt emper ) runs 
tothe P antin the Hart t6 the 
Dittany, and the Dog to the 
Graſſe. Therefore, wnleſſe we 
will ſhew onr ſelues to hane 
leſſe vnderſtanding than the 
wnreaſon le creatures, wee 
| muſt looke out for Grace, the 
only cure of our diftempered.} 
and d 1/ ſoules. 

| Reage then,1 beſeeeh thee, 
this ſmall Treatiſe with the 
ame affection, and heart, in 
which it was compiled for 
thee;and that is( God knows ) 
an earneſt deſire of betterin 

thy ſpirttwall eſtate, and hel. 
ping forward thy ſaluation : 
that the worldly wiſe-man 
may grow more wiſe for his | 
| ; ſou le *1 


| Tothe godly Reader, 


ſcule; that the vngodly may 
Libonr for grace; that the hy. 
pocrite may be more Foun 
and wpright ; and that the 
gracious heart may grow in 
grace,and with more comfort 
hold it out wxto the end. If 
vpon the firſt taſte thou fin- 
deſt but little,or no fweetneſſe 
herein, let me intreat thee to 
aſſay the ſecond time ; one bit 
may draw down another .It is 
a rare feaſt where enery gueſt 
likes, and loues all the prout- 
fron that is made, yet he is an 
unworthy gueſt which will 
feed of no diſh,or bee offen- 
ded with bis friend which 
inutted him , n_ ſome 
one or two diſhes bee pre- 
pared which hee likes not. 
Reade, tate , and conſider. 
If thou receine any good by 
theſe 


Tothe godly Reader. 


theſe my Labours, gine God 
the praiſe, and pray 
for mee 


— 


Thy ſeruant in the 
Lords worke, 


A. H. 
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A briefe Table di- 


recting to the princi- 
pall things contained 
in the Treatiſe 


following, 


qRACE how it #4 taken 

inthe Scripture. Pag. 3 

eA three-fold diffe- 

rence betwixt true and 
connterfeit Grace. 10 
F wh in the ground, ſecondly, 

in the growth, thirdly, inthe fal- 
lmg and riſmg. 13 

| Grace is Gods free gift. 14 
Grace cometh through Chrift, 

Oo 

Grace forgines ſinnes. : 5 
The gift of the Spirit #s from 
Grace. 44 
Eternall life from Grace. 48 
( mnilitie ts not Grace. 50 | 
True 
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The Contents. 


| True Grace groweth many 
Wayes. 59 
True Grace perſeneres. 74 
Sazing knowledge an enidence 
of Grace. 93 
Saning knowledge ts operatine, 
and prattical. - 98 
ON ating knowledge "Her 
I O2 
"s auing knowledge ſeckes Gods 
glory. 104 
Sauing knowledge groweth. 
106 


Direeti- 


| The Contents. | 


D _— 


Dire&tions to make 
our knowledge powerful., 


<4 


Irſt, conſider that our know- 
GRE make ws lights 
vnto others, 118 
Secondly, wee muſt ſide with 
or knowledge againit our cor- 
ruptions, 121 
Third, we muff pray that the 
Lord would put tife into onr 
knowledge. 124 
Faith an Enidence of Grace. 
126 

Difference betwixt the faith 
of Gods children, and the pre- j 
ſumption of the wiched, 133 
The firſt difference ts in the 
ground ont of which they privg 
ib1 

The ſecond difference lyeth in 
their fruits and effefts., 143 
Thirdly, true faith makes the 
heart to ftoope to Chriſt his Scep- 


| wh S abode 


The Contents. | 
Subduing of Inſts, is 4 ſound 
 Emuidence of Grace. 147 
Differences berwixt the lea- 
ning of ſis through the ſtrength 
of _ and ſome ether by-re- 
; ſpetts. 157 
Obedience to the will of God, 
u an Enidenceof Grace, 164 
An Hypocrite may goe farre 
in outward obedience. . 170 
Differences betwixt that obeds- 
ence which vv you don Grace, 
and that which u done by hypo- 
crites upon by-reSpefts, 172 
Firſt true Grace aymes at the 
J whole will of God. ibid. 
Secondly, a gracious heart la- 
bours to = at all times. 174 
God oft with-drawes himſelfe | 
from hes children.for diners ends. 
177 
Firſt,to ſhew 215 our EF Yb 
179 
| RY econd!y,to humble vs. ibid. 
Thirdly, to make vs more 
watchfull. 179 
| Feurthly, to bring vs cloſer to 
{4 


The Contents. | 


Ged. 180 
Fifthly,- that wee might pitie 
others fallen, hs bi 


Sixthly, that me may lowe the 
Lord the better for reſtoring of 
Vs. 131 

Thirdly, 4 gracious heart 0- 
beyes willingly and cheerefally. 


183 
Fearthly, he obeyes ſincerely. 
185 


CMotines to obedience, 190 


The Contents». 
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Reaſons of the 
Doctrine. 


G Race gines content to the 
heart. 199 
Grace imnables 1s to hold vp 
our ſow in the time of of 
con, 203 
Grace helpes vs to line godly. 
205 

Grace brings tn outward aud 
tempos all benefits. 20J 
Grace makes vp decayes inna- 
FRYE. 217 
Grace gines vs 4 ſantlified 

. o of all Ln things we partake 
221 

ON panes a way to plorie, 
222 

No falling from Grace, 226 
Firſt, in regard of Gads pro- 


miſe. 228 
Secondly, in regard of _ 
attributes. 


229 
| Thirdly, in regard of the all- 
a E ſuffici- 


The Contents. 


[ufficiencie of (rift. 233 

Fourt'ly, in r-04 -d of the na- 
ture a1 1jfice 5f Gods Spirg, be- 
ing Gods Se: ie and earn. 234 
Grace may be cooled. 241 


Sympromes of decli- 
ning in Grace. 


F543 an inordinate apperite to 
things that are burtfull. 243 
Secondly, an abating of our 
ſpirituall taſte. ibid. 
Thirdly, if wee digeſt not the 
Word, as of old. 244. 
Forrthly, if there bee a cold 


A 5 prone 


Th want of Grace 4 wofall 


. "vp 

Labour for Grace, 255 
——_ to ogr0w in Grace. 260 
i Grace, 


grow 
wenn fof kop ſuch yy 


— 
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*S'w'r 


: Thirdly, be oft in hearing = 
reading. 282 


The Contents. 


as onuer-orow and choake it, 261 


Priae. 262 
Selfe-confidence, or ſecuritie. 
265 


In-ſenceritie, want of m 
neſſe of beart. 
The cares of the world, a 72 
ceitfulneſſe of ruhes hinder the 
owth of Grace. 


271 
All noyſome luſt _ 
the growth of Grace. 27 


T he ſoctety of the wicked {a 
ders the growth of Grace, 2.76 


_—— 


LE A 


Helpes to grow in 
Grace, 


FE »keepe the heart ſoluble. 


280 
Secondly, oſe the ſociety = the 4 
odly. 


Fourthly, Exerciſe Grace, let 


it not be idle, 285 | 


| 


The Contents. 


Fifthly, bee oft and earneſt in, 
prayer. 286 
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Signes of our growth 


in Grace, | 
Pb if we more and more diſ- 
like ſmnne. 290 


Secondly, if we more and more 
delight in Gods ordinances. 291 
- eA difference betwixt the g0d- 
ly and the wicked in their tale of 


Gods Word. © + 295 
Grace will carry vs through 
inward tentations. 297 
Grace will comfort vs againſt 
croſſes. | 302 
Grace will help ws againſt cor- 
YA pt 1077 « | 3 06, 


Theend of the Contents. + 


Errata. 


Age 22. line 17. for b:ing,reade 
bring. p.7 3.1.12. for reſcued, r. re- 
ſtue. p.7 9.1.1 0.for hawe,r.ſaue.p.8 2. 
L.1.leaucourin.p.t161. 3 for There- 
fore. x. Secondly. p. 216.1. 3. r. in a 
wrong tenure. p.33 3-1. 6.for preſerue 
| F.preſent.p.243.1.9.5.Jt lineth.p.27 0. 
in the margin, for Phil.r.Pſal.p.285. 
|. 17. for approvement,r. improuement. 
P-29 5. 1.8. fer wickeds r. wicked: 
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TOVCHSTONE| 


| of Grace. 


— 


| Henn, I3.25. 
Grace be with you all. 


— 


ZI 1s not my 
{7 purpoſe to 
242 ſpend many \ 
£2 QB words about 
»-2 the Author, 
or authority of this Epi- 
ſtle, which are queſtioned 
by ſome,and controucrted 
by others. Leſt I ſhould 
ſeeme to trifle out the time 
with matter of no great 
Importance. 


| » a 1 


I—_ 
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Fm Grace how it i taken, 


Although the Author 
cannot ſpeake for himſclte 
to claime his right, or 
to vindicate that wrong 
which hee hath ſuſtained ; 
yetthe matter of the Epi- 
ſtle ſpeakes ſufficiently he 
its Author, and authority, 
Why ſhould any queſtion 
the Author,when it bearcs 
Saint Pauls Enfſignc, and 
marke, though not his 
name © Great wiſdome 
there was in concealing of 
his name; the want where- 
of isno ſound argument to 
proue it was not Pals, for 
then (by the ſame reaſon) 
we may ſzy, that it had no 
Author, bccauſe it hathno 
Owner, no name put vnto 
it, And as for its authori- 
tie, me thinkes it ſhould be. 

out 


« 
a. Mw. 


I us. tt th 


—C__—_ 


Grace how it is taken. 


out of queſtion,the.matter 


thereof being ſo heauenly, | 


ſo liuely ſetting out the of- 
fices of Chriſt, ſo ſound- 
ly prouing him to be the 
promiſed Meſfias, the only 
Prophet, and Archbiſhop 
of his Church. 

The words which 1 
haue read vnto you,arc the 
ordinary ſalutation, and 
farewell which Saint Pau/ 
victh in all other his Ge- 
nerall Epiſtles, the ſenſe 
and meaning whereof 1 
will give you in a few 
words, 

Grace in Scripture hath 
well-nigh twentie ſeucrall 
acceptations : I will ac- 
quaint you with ſome of 
the principall. 

Sometimes it 1s taken 
B 2 tor 


. —_ 


| 


Gracchow þ 
ra'cnin 
SCriptuates 


LE 
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E- 7 4 j Grate how it ts taken. | 


for the free, and vndeſer- 
ued loue,and fayor of God 
[ | cleQing, and calling of vs, 
2 Tim.1 9. Hee hath ſaued. 
us and called vs with an ho. 
ly calling, not according to 
| our workes, but according to 
his purpoſe and grace. 

| Sometimes it is taken for 
the impuration of Chriſt 
his righteouſneſſe, Roms. 
17. Much more ſhall they 
\ which receiue the abundance 
of erace, and of the gift of 
| righteouſneſſe , &c. Heere 
| grace ſtandeth in oppoſiri- 
on vnto the guilt of Adams 
linne, and ſo is taken for 
Iuſtification. 

Somtimes grace 1s taken 
for the guidance, directi- 
on,and operation of Gods 
SPlrit ir Vs ; as Rom.6.14. | 

$1nne 
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Grace how it u taken. "I 


Sipne ſhall not haue domini. 
on ouer you, for yee are not | 
under the Law, but wnder 
Grace, where it may be ta- 
ken for S andtification. 

Sometimes Grace 15 ta- | 
ken tor the bleſſed eſtate of 
| = children after they 

iuſtified, and ſanified, 

Rom. .2. By whom we hane 
acceſſe through Fa:th wnto | 
this grace wherein we fland. 

Sometimes grace 1s ta- 
ken for the practice of 
picty, 2 Pet.3.18. Grow in | 
Grace, 

And ſometimes it is ta- 
ken for glory,the perfeRi- 
on of grace, 2 Pet. 1. 13. 
Hope to the end, for the grace 
that is to be brought wnto you | 
at the reuelation of Ieſwa 
Chriſt. 


B 3 Here | | 


| 6 | Thebeſt things Grace. 


Here grace cannot well 
bee vnderſtood of any 
thing elſe but glory. And 
glory may very well bee 
termed grace mn two re- 
tpects. 

I Firſt, becauſe ir comes 

through grace, Epheſ.2.8. 

2 And ſeconely, be<cauſc 

by grace we come to haue 

ſome aſſurance of glory, 

2 Theſſ. 2.16, Who hath gi- 
wen vs everlaſting conſolati- 

on, and good hope through 

grace. 

But grace inthis place is 
taken for the free loue and 
 fauour of God to man- 
wards, together with all | 
thoſe benefits ſpirituall & | 
eternall, which doc flow | 
from thence; as Adoption, | 
Regeneration , Remiſcion of | 
ſannes, | | 


—_— 
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| The beft hee & Grace. | = | 


ſinnes, Inftification and San- 
ification ; all which doe 
properly come vnder this 

rerme Grace, 
From whence we may 
lay-this foundation, vpon 
which we intend (God al- 
fiſting) to build our enſu- 
ing diſcourſe, to wit, that 
(ſeeing Paul wiſhr grace 
vntothe Hebrewes, and all 
others vnto whom hee 
wrote, aboue, and before 
all other things) The ch:e- 
feſt good which we canwiſh 
one to another ,or can receine, 
and be made partakers of, ts 
Grace. No doubt, if any 4 
'thinz could haue beene 
more beneficiall, or nece(- 
ſary.vnto the Hebrewes, he 
would haue wiſhed it vato 
them : bur ſeeing he begins 
B 4 and 


hy — 


| 8 | The beſt thing s Grace. "Y 


and ends this,and other his 
Epiſtles with this prayer, 
Grace be with you : wemay 
| ſafely conclude, that Paul 
eſteemed Grace to be the 
beſt good which he could 
4 wiſh them, or they par 
take of. 

Long and large diſputes 
have been amongſt Natu- | 
ralifts cocerning the chicfe 
good;ſcuerall verdits,and 
1dgements haue beene gi- 
uen of it;fome calling plea- 
ſures,ſome eſteeming pro- 
firs, and ſome accounting 
honours the chicte good ; 
ſome this thing,and other- 
ſome thar, as Te ſeucrall | 
humors & affections hauec 
ſwayed them: but we haue 
not ſo learned Chriſt, and 
therefore ( from a better 

prin- | 


— 


| The beſt thing is Grace, | " 8 2 


principle) beyond the| 
reach or pitch of all Na- 
ruraliſts, we conclude,thar 
the prime good, the beſt | 
thing we can partake of, is 
Grace: for I nay truly ſay 
of it, as Dauid ſpeakes of 
Goliahs ſword, 1 Sam. 21. 
9. None to that. All earth- 
ly cemforrts, yea the gre7- 
reſt prefermets, the largeſt 
| poſſeſſions, the moſt excel. 
ent endowments either of 
| bodie or minde, in reſpe& 
of Grace, are but as dung 
and drofle. The excellen- 
cie of Grace will appcare 
the better, if we acquaint 
our {clues with the truth 
and worth thereof: which 
| that we may the berter do, 
oblerue wee theſe parti- 
culars. 


LS £A7 
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| 10 | Difference betwixt true 


I Firſt of all, I will lay 
junemag the diftcrences be- 
rwixt true and counterfeit 
Grace, 

2 Secondly , I will giue 
you ſome euidences and 
markes of true Grace. 

n Thirdly,I will ſhew the 
reaſons of the doftrine. 

4 And then in the fourth 
and laſt place I will come 
to make ſome profitable 
vie and application of the 
point. 


Differences betw:xt true and 
| counterfeit Grace. 


| Irſt, of the differences 
betwixt trae and falſe, 
ſound & coſiterfcit Grace. 
A neccſſary ſearch, and a 

| | point 


_ Les. ths nd — 


} 
p 


| , and counterfeit Grace. | '1t 


point wherein we .haue all 
need to be skiltull, bacauſe 
of the deep impoſture, and | 
deceitfulnefle of our owne « 
wicked, wretched hearts, 
which (like vnto lying ſpi- 
rits ) will flatter, and dc- 
celue vs, telling vs that we 
are inagood way,and that 
all is well with vs, when 
as itis worſe than notight; 
and therefore we ſhould be 
the more willing to heare 
of it. Fora man may haue 
a graceleſle & wicked harr, 
and yet not know 1t, nor 
belceucit; and we are bte- 
guiled innothing ſo much, 
innothing fo ſoone, as a- | 
bour our ſpirituall «ſtate, 
the eſtate of grace;pleaſing 
our ſelues with ſhewes and 
| 1:2dowes,in ſtead of mart- 

ter 
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Differcnces betwixt true 


4 


ter and ſubſtance. Beſides, 
the Deuill is ſubtill,and he 
will not bee wanting to 
reach vs the art of hy 

crifie: and hence it is thar 
vertues are oft taken vp by 
vicious perſons; and fiends 
of darknefſe will for their 


| owneends ſometimes ap- 


peare like Angels of light. 
How much then doth it 
ſtand vs vpon, how neere- 
ly doth it concerne vs, to 


| {earch and trie whether 
1 our coine be currant, or 


counterfecir ? leſt that, as 
for the preſent we beguile 
others, inthe end wee de- 


.| ceiue our owne ſoules. 


The differences twixt 
true and counterfeit grace, 
lye eſpecially .in foure] 


þ 


Firſt, 


Rem 


| 
; 
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| 


or falling thercof. 


and connterfeit Grace. | 


Firſt, the ground or be- 
ginning of Grace. 
Secondly, the growth, 
or proceeding of it. 
Thirdly,the declenſion 


Fourthly, and laſtly, 
the rifing and perſeucrance 
thereof, 

Firſt,of the ground and 
beginning of grace. Kuow 
we that all grace commeth 
from God the fountain of 
_ Enery good giving, 
and euery perfect gift is from 
aboxe , a= feesf, = 
from the Father of lights. 
Grace commeth from 
grace: for there is grace in. 
fuſing, and grace infuſed. 
Now that you may the 
berrer diſtinguiſh the one 
from the other : before 1 | 


fall 


P— 


Iam. 1.17» 


; 


C_ 


14 


Grace dc- 
fined. 


The d:#- 
nition cx 


plaincd, 


Grace, Gods free gift. 
tall vpon the differences, 


give me leaue to acquaint 
you withthe nature of that 
grace, from whence all 
grace is deriued vnto vs. 
Peter Martyr doth thus de- 
fine the grace of God. 
Grace the free good will of 
God to man,whereby he ac- 
cepteth of vs in Chriſt, for. 
CIMes VS OUY ſ1mmes, Ines vs 
his Spirit here, and eternall 
life hereafter. 

Firſt,it is called the free 
good will of God, vtterly 
to excludeall merit on our 
part.” Hence it 1s that thc 
Scripture 4n diacrs placcs 
doth Giametrally oppoſe 
graceand mcrit: AS Rom. 
I1. 6.1f:t be of grace, it 6, 
n0 more of works,or elſe were 
grace no more grace, For 

Erac 


m— — 


Grace Gods free gift. 


grace is all grace, or no 
grace. So Epheſ.2.8,9. B 

grace yee are ſaned, it is the 
gift of God,not of works ef c. 
Light is not more contra- 
ry vnto darkneſſe, good 
ſtands not in more oppoſ1- 
tion vnto euill, than grace 
and merit do oppoſe each 
other. Merit in the beſt 
ſenſe, in the leaſt ſenſe, 
doth marre the ſenſe of 
grace, Yea grace excludes 
that preuifion of our 
workes, which ſome ima- 
gine to be the ground of 
Gods louing vs, or if not 
the ground, a maine mo- 


tive, and great meancs of: 


Gods beſtowing his grace 
vpon vs. But the nature of 
grace will not admit of a- 
ny ſuch preuiſton, & fure- 


I3 


{ccing 


TC 
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ſecing of our workes. The 
ground of all grace is in 
God himſfclte ; and therc- 
fore grace muſt needs bee 
| free, it _ his meere 
good wil, and owne good- 
| nelſe to reſpet vs. As he 
told the people of 1iracl, 
Deut.7.8. Nothing with- 
out God moucth him, or 
can any wayecs allure him 
to beſtow his grace vpon 
- vs. Hee found vs in our 
bloud,vnlouely,lothſome, 
vnworthy to be beloued : 
wherefore we conclude, 
that grace is Gods trec 
o00d will, 
The Clurch of Reme 
| hath beenc much puzled a- 
bout this doctrine of Gods 
free grace,and thereforein 
generall texmes they will | 
| ſceme\. 


Enck.16.6 


Gids free good will, 


ſeeme to ioyne iſſue with 
vs, as if they ſaid nor, as if 
they held not any other 
thing than that the Apo. 
ſtlealleageth, Roms. 3. 24- 
That wee are iuſtified freely 
by bis grace ; bur like the 
Deuill their father, the 

ſpeake the truth in a falle 
manner ; their words haue 
a wicked meaning, which 


Grace, and rhe very foun. 
dation of Chriſtian religi- 
on: For by 1uſt;ficationthey 
doe not vnderſtand the free 


and that rigtzcouſneſle of 
Chriſt,freely imputed vn- 
to vs, but ſuch a r:ighteoul- 
neſle,as God freely works 
in vs: So by grace, they 
| do nor vnderſtand the =_ 
an 


——_—_—_—_ 


oucrthrowes the nature of | 


graccof God in himſelfe, | 


Rorm,3. 24 
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and yndeſerucd loue & fa- 
uour of God to man, bur | 
certaine gifts of grace,cer- 
taine, habiruall graces, as 
faith, loue, mercy, &Cc. 
which God freely workes 
in vs, and for which (ſay 
they)he doth accept of vs. 
Now what is this, but to 
ouerturne grace, to oucr- 
throw Iuſtification, and to 
. make vs our owne fſaui- 
ours When for certaine 
graces of our own,and our 
owne inherent righteoul. 
neſſe, God doth accept of | 
vs. From whence vie may | 
boldly conclude : that the | 
do@rine of the Church of | 
Rome doth ouerthrow the 
toundation, ir peruerts the 
nature of gracc, and takes | 
away the truth of Iuſtifi- | 
cation. 


—— 


——————— 


| cation. 


h— 


— 
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For Iuſtification 
rightly conſidered, implies 
two things: Firft, an veter 
emprtinefie and want in 
vs: Secondly, an abſolute 
tulneſle and ſufficiencie in 
Chriſt. I would know 
how this canbe,if any me- 
rit or worth bein vs; if we 
merit, there is ſomerhing 
invs; it ſomething in vs, 
then not an vtter empti- 
nes ; neither is there an all- 
ſufticiencie in Chriſt : thus 
they take away Iuſtificati- 
on, they make Chrift no 
ablolure Sauiour, and ſo 
no pertc& Chriſt, and ſo 
no Chriſt at all. Ler vs 
therefore abominate the 
doctrine of the'Church of 
Rome, that ſatanicall Syna. 
gogue ; let vs hold it ns 


20 | Godr lowe freely beſtowed. 


bee Antichriſtian, againſt 
Chriſt, and their docrine 
to be againſt the truth of 
grace, and (to ſay truth) a 
oraccleſſe doQrine. To pur 
it our of all queſtion thar 
grace is the free gifr of 
God, Saint Faxl tcllerh vs, 
2 Tim.1.9. that it was gi- 
uen vato vs before the 
world was. True, {ay the 
[ Papiſts : Bur how *£ tho. 
| row Gods forelecing our 
| workes, Bur this the A- 

poſtle confures in the ſame 
verſe, telling vs , that it is 
not according to our workes, 
| but according to his own pur- 
| Poſe and grace. Againe, in 
Eph. 1.5, 6. He telleth vs, 
Eph.r.5,6. | that He predeſtinated ws to 
be adopted, through Is 5 vs 
CO TEND fo 


= ſelfe, 


| G ods loue freely beſtowed. 


ſelfe, according ts the good 
pleaſure of his' will, to the 
\ prayſe of the glorie of his 
grace. Theretore,to con- 
clude this point : knovv, 
that vvyhatſocuer good 
thing hath befallen vs, or 
is comming tovvards vs, 
( all fauours and mercies 
exhibited , or promiſed ) 
all arc of Gods free grace, 
all according ro the good 
pleaſure of Fi vvill; the 
poun of all is vvithin 
imſelfe, as Beza well ren- 
dreth the vvords, Ephef. 
I. 5. & av, Teaching vs 
that no cauſe preſent, or 
tuture without God,moo- 
ued God to beſtowe his | 
ry vpon vs. For if God 
ad not loucd vs betorc 
vve loucd him, vvee had 
neuer 


—_— 


Fx.16.6. 


Ro.F. 7,8. 


þ 4 Cor, I fo 
IO, 


Gods lowe freely beſtowed. 


neuer bcen beloued, 1.10. 
4. 19. If God had not lo. 
ued vs before we had been 
amiable, fit ro be beloued, 
vve had neuer taſted of his 
loue : for he found vs fil- 
thy in our bloud, Eze. 16. 
6. If God had not loued 
vs betore vve had been a- 
ble to procure , or deſerue 
his loue , vvee had neuer 
been beloued, Rom.5. 7,8. 
If vve beatany timeable 
to doe God any ſeruice, it 
is not we, but the grace of 
Godinvs, 1. Cor. 15.10. 
Or, if at any time, vve be- 
ing any thing vnto God, 
we muſt ſay as Dauid laid, 
1 Chron.29.14. All things, 
0 Lord, come of thee, and of 
ihine orwne hands have wee 
cimcn thee, It God refpe, 


Or 


| Gods loue freely beſtowed. 


.or reward atly ſeruice of 
ours , What doth hee but 
| crowne his owne gifts? 
| Theconfiderationwher- 
of cryes ſhame in our fa. 
ces, for making the Lurd 
ſo vvretchedarcquitall for 
ſo free , and vndeſerued 
race. Our caſe was de- 
{pcrate, our condition 
damnable , nothing of our 
owne to bring vs into 
grace, and fauour vvith 
God: only his own good- 
neſle mooued him to rake 
pittie vpon vs , and freely 
of his grace to isſtifie vs, 
Rom. 3. 24. HowWihould 
this knit our hearts vnro 
the Lord 2 A benefit, the 
more freely it comes, the 
ſtronger ir tyes the recet- 
uecr vnto the giuer. . The 
| Sun 


= 


I 


Rom.3 24 


Pla.to4 19 


} ſo vnceſcrucdly 7 


God loues ws freely. | 


Sun ſhines not moretreely 
vpon vs(hay not ſo freely, 
for that can doe no other, 
ir ſhines by verrue of an 
higher and commanding 
power, and that order 
which God hath ſer, Pal. 
104.t9.)then Gods grace 
is beſtowed vpon vs. How 
ſhould this fill our hearts 
and tongues with the prai- 
ſes of the Lord « Had we 
the rongues of men and 
Angels, we could not ſuf- 
ficicntly expreſle his prai- 
les, for the freeneſle of his 
grace. How ſhould this tye 
vs vntothe Lord, and knit 
our hearts vnto him, who 
hath ſo abounded in loue 
vnto vs,and thar fo freely, 


Againe, here is _—_ 
of 


K God loues vs freely. | nr 


of comfort vnto all deic- 
Qed and drooping ſpirits, | 
caſt downe inthe tight and | 
ſenſe of their owne vile- 
neſſe and vnworthineſle ; 
theſe ſhould confider that 
Gods grace is free ; hee 
lookes not at any thing in 
vs inthe beſtowing of his 
grace. What, doeft thou 
thinke thou are vncapable 
of grace, becaufe thou art 
vnworthy of it © This is a 
meecre fallacie, Doe not 
caſt away thy confidence, 
becauſe thou ſeeft not in 
thee that goodnefle thou 
defireſt. Ir is goodnefle 
enough for thee, to bee 
bad enough in thine owne 
eſteem, Be bur vile enough, 
; baſe enough, bad cnough, 
| and then thou art good 


| C enough 


—_ 


tn... | adit —_ hn. —_— 


—_—_ 
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26 God loues vs freely. 
| :noughtopartake of grace. 
Thineemprineſle wil make 
ſome way to fulneſle, Luke 
Luke 1-3 | 1.5 3.He fils the hungry with 
{ Efy 55.1. | 200d things. Ho, enery one 


that thirſteth,come yee to the 
waters ,0+ ye that have no ſil. 
wer ome buy wine and mulke 
without mony ; yea, or mo- 
nyes worth; all conditions 
of our own worth and me- 
rit are here veterly exclu- 
ded. Therefore comfort 
thy (clfe,and cheere vpthy 
heart, thou poore vawor- 
thy ſinner, in this, that 
God is moſt free of his 
loue; though thou haſt no- 
thing whereby to deſeruc 
any grace from God, yet 
he hath enough in himſelfe 
ro moue him ro giue to all 
poore deiefted and hum- 
ble {inners. Thc 


—_— 


— 


— 


| God lones vs freely, 


The deuil (it may be)wil 
teach rhee ro put a price 
vpon Gods wares; he will 
| makethee belecuethatrhou 
muſt haue thus much holi- 
neſle, or thus much obedi. 
ence, or thus much faith 
to purchaſe or procure the 
loue of God, as if we had 
grace from God by way 
ofexchange,we being thus 
and thus qualified : but I 
tell thee, that thou muſt 
come to God with a bare 
naked hand, with a poore 
emprtie ſoule, elſe thou art 
vncapable of his grace.Me 
thinkes this ſhould vphold 
poore ſoules that faint,and 
are ready to finke vnder 
the waightand burden of 
| their {innes, mourning like 
| Rahel,and willno:b: com- 

C23 fas. 


—_—_ 


—_— 
—_— nl. _—_—.—_— 


—— 


lon..s$, 


H:b.4. 16. 
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forted, caſting away their 
hope and confidence, yea, 
and furſaking their owne 
mercy by waiting vpon lying 
Tanities, Ion.2.8. Where- 
by they doe not only rub 
God of the glory of his 
grace, but cuen defraud 
their owne ſoules of com- 
fort, through {lauiſh feare 
and vnbelecte, Hath not 
the Lord made agenerall 
inuitation, calling to the 
throne of grace all hun- 
gring,thirſting,and mour- 
ning ſoules , that ſo they 
might partake of his wine 
and milke 2 Yea,that they 
may receiue mercy , and 
finde grace to help in time 
of need, Heb.4.16.1f God 
hath giuen thee but a heart 
to deſire grace, thou haſt a 

warrant 


—— — — ———— 


— 
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— 


warrant to beleeue that 
God will freely beſtow ir 
vpon thee. For he will ful. | pial.ras, 
fill the deſire of them that | "9+ 
feare him ;, He alſo will heave 
their cry,and will ſane them, 
Pſal. 145. 19- I tarry the 

longer _ this point, for 
the comfort of thoſe poore 
ignorant, fearcfull and vn- 


O . 
belceuing ſoules , whoſe 


conſciences ſpeaking bit- 
ter things againſt them, 
paſſe the ſentence of death 
vpon themſclues, as vnca- 
pable of any grace,becauſe 
they areguilty oftheſe and 
theſe ſinnes. It they were 
thus & thus qualified(they 
| ſay)they ſhould haue ſome 
hope that God would be 
good vnto them;but knozw 

rhou,poore deluded foule, 
C 3 that | | 


4 


Epheſ.1.4- 


| 


loh. 15.4. 


Hee 2c- 
ceprs of vs 


in Chyſt. 


Grace through Chriſt. 


that no mans goodneſle 1s 
the ground of Gods loue 
vnto him:no,no,it is Gods 
loue is the cauſe of our 
jr Epbeſ.1.4. He 

ath choſen vs that we ſhould 
be holy .Holineſle is not the 
cauſe, but the effect of 
Gods louing vs. Thou 
maſt be in Chriſt, before 
euer thou'canſt bee good, 
or haueany inclination vn- 
to goodneſle : for as the 
branch cannot beare fruit 
of it ſelfe, vnleſle it abide 
1n the Vine, ohn 15.4.no 
morecan we,vnlefle we be 
in Chriſt, 

It followes : Whereby he 
accepteth of ws in Chriſt, 
Thus truth is euidenced by 
dtuers places of Scripture, 
Toh, 1.17. The Law was gi- 


uen 


Grace through Chriſt. 31 


uen by Moſes, but grace and. 
cw came by Teſus Chriſt. 
So Epheſ.1.5,6. Hee hath 
predeſtinated ws to bee _ 
ted through him ; and inthe 
next verle, He 'made vs ac- 
cepted in his beloged: W hich 
places, and diuers othcr 
doe plainly teach vs, that 
all grace beſtowed vpon 
vs, Is by the meanes of Ic- 
ſus Chriſt. He is the con- 
duit-pipe in and thorow 
whom all grace runs from 
the Father vnto vs; hee is 
the head which conueycs 
all ſpirituall life, fenſe, and 
motion into all his mem- | 
bers, which was typified 
by that Oyntment which 
ran downe from _Aarons 
head to his beard, and fo | 
to the $kirts of his gar- 
C4 ment. | | 


On —— 


Grace through C briſt. 


loh-1s.5. 


ment. 1» him it pleaſed the 
Father that al fulneſſe ſhunld 
awell, Coloſ.1.19. And of 
hu fulneſſe we receine grace 
for grace, #h.1.16. 

So that from hence wee 
may learne, vnto whom 
we areto rerurne the prai- 
ſes of any good thing wee 
partake of, whether alrea- 
dic exhibited, or promi- 
ſed: God in Chritt is to be 
glorified for all. Thertorc 
{uch as ſacrifice to their 
owne ners, doe facrilegi- 
ouſly robGod & Chriſt of 
their due. Wearc notable 
to thinke a good thought, 
much leſle to ſpeak a gra- | 
cious word,moſt of all vn- 
able vnto any pious and | 
holy work without Chriſt : 
for without him we cay doe | 

nothing, 


Grace through Chrift. | 


nothing, 1oh:15.5 . It ts God 
which worketh inwvs both the 
will and the deed, Phil.1.13. 
Not I, ſayes Paul, 1 Cor.15. 
10. But the grace of God in 
me.Ift God beſtowes vpon 
thee any good which hee 
hath denied vnto. others ; 
ir is not becauſe hee ſaw 


thy than another, but be- 
.cauſc hee is pleaſed ro bee 
more gracious and merci. 
full vnto thee, in Chriſt, 
thanto another. 

Againe, . here we learne 
whither to goe for ſuch 
grace as is wanting In Vs: 
leek it from God through 
| Chriſt, What, docſt thou 
|| hope to finde it through 
thy ſeruice, thy prayers, 


| 


thee better, or more wor- | 


thy good meaning, or 
C5 good 


Grace through C briſt. 


{| Tolvr4. 6. 


——_ 


| communion with Chriſt, | 


good works * Away with 
theſe menſtruous rags,goe 
to God through Chriſt: 


ther but by him, Toh. 14.6. 
All other hopes and helps 
without Chriſt, are but 
as Agyptian ſtaues, vnto 
which if a man leane,they 
will ſtrike into his hand 
and pierce him, * Make 


uing.,8 then ſure of grace : 
Want of true vnion and 


makes ſeeming grace in 
many temporizcrs to wel- 
ter and come to nothing, 
as ſtanding pits & ſhallow 
brooks drie vp in Summer 
for want of ſome fountain 


and ſpring to fill or feed 


them, 


| 


No may commeth to the Fa- | 


ſure of Chriſt by belee- | 


] 


It 


dtd. . lit. dh. th... th. i. 


| 


I — —Y 
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It followeth : Forgine | porgiue | 
vs our ſinnes. This alſo is | vs our 
euident, Epheſ. 1. 7. By -. 
whom wee haue redemption 
through his bloud, enen the 
forgineneſſe of ſins according | 
to his rich graze, Hence it 1s 
that the Lord proclaimes 
himſclfe, Exod. 34.6. Gra- | Exod g4.6 
cions , mercifull, forgiuing 
| ſens - as if the fruir, yea,the | 
excellencie of his grace lay 
in the forgiueneſle of our | | 
ſinnes,grace being illuſtra- 
red in this aR of forgiue- -f 
neſle, as much as in any 0- 
ther, Benefits beſtowed 
| vpon vs,though they pro- 
ceed meerely from loue, 
doe not ſo much magnifie 
the clemencie of the forgt- 
uer, as the ſetting downe 
by great wrongs and into-| 


lerablel _ _. | 


1 
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lecable injuries, or requi-- 
ting of euil withgood.Ma- 
ny a man will cafily giue, 
that cannor ſo eaſily for- 
give. Herein appeares the 
excellency of Gods grace, 
in: _— by our infinite 


and lothlome iniquities & 


| tranſgrefſions. To ſay rru- 


ly, itis only grace which 
can forgiue, forgiueneſle 


| being a free and gracious 


pardoning of ſome fault 
commnted, and of ſome 
puniſhment deſcrucd. 
Beſides , the grace of 
God is the more to bce 
magnified in that it ex- | 
tends vnto all ſinnes, great 
as well as {mall, and {mall 
as well as great. For if 
God ſhould forgiue ſome 
avd not other ſome, it 
would 
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would be thought that hee 
is cither not ſo willing, or 
not ſo ableto remit all fin 
as [ome ; yes, his grace 
reacheth ro the forgiue- 
neſle ofall fin, Coloſſ.2.13. 
And yee which were dead in 


| ſins, hath he quickned toge- 


ther with him, forgining you 
all your treſpaſſes. So 1 10h, 
t-7. 7 he bloud of Teſwus 
Chriſt cleanſcth vs from all 
ſin : the guilt of one tran(- 
grcfſion makes vslyable to 
cternall torments ; and our 
ſins have beene multiplied, 
they are like to the ſand by 
the ſea-ſhore, innumerable, 
yet grace is able to remit 


1 all. Then are the Roma- 


niſts foully miſtaken. Firſt 
in ſaying that ſome ſinnes 
necd no forgiueneſſe , and 


ſecondly, 


Je nn COCes 


Col.2. 13. 


1 Toh.t. 7+ 


| 


=" 


Iam, 1.14. 


| Forgiueneſſe of all ſunnes. | 


ſecondly, that ſome finnes 
may be forgiven withour 
the freegrace of G O D. 
' Some ins ( they ſay) need 
no forgiueneſle,as Concu- 
piſcence which they make 
to be no ſinne, whereas 1n 
truth it is the ſpawne and 
ſeed of all finne, as Jam.1. 
I4. Euery man is tempted, 
when he is drawne away by 
his owne concupiſcence, and 
is inticed, Againe, they lay 
thar many veniall finnes 
which are not done a- 


gainſt , but beſides Gods 


ucrle minde, with a rebel. 
lious heart againſt God, 
theſefins, though they dil- 
pleaſe God,yer they make 
not God diipleaſed with 


the ' 


i — 


— 


commandement, & which |. 
{are not acted with a per. | 


, 
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the doer ofthem.and ther- 
fore may bedone away by 
our ſclues,throughthe ſay- 
ing ouer a few Aue Mariaes, 
or the doing of ſome work | 
of charity, or if that will | 
not {erue the turne, a little 
Holy-water will waſh a- 
way al filth,or iftharfaile, 
the breath of a Biſhops 
bleſſing will blow away 
their finne or if all theſe] 
faile here , a litle Purga- 
tory-fire hercafter with 
| his Holineſle pardon, will | 

make them as cleane as 
need be. Moſt horribleand 
blaſphemous vntruths a-- 
gainſt the grace of God, 
which alone 1s the prime ! | 
cauſe and chicte meanes of | 
the forgiuencſle of all fin, | 
| Eſay 43-25. I am heethat | E9.43-25., 


I- put- 


4 © 


Ezck.18 4 


Mark-2 7. 


.| prouoke vs to vnfained and 


Loue the Lord. | 


putteth away thine iniquitie 
for mine owne fake, It thou 
haſt committed any fin, it 
muſt be forgiuen,cHethou 
ſhale periſh, for the foule 
that ſins, it ſhall die, Exch. 
18.4. If {ns be forgiuen, 
God muſt doe it : for this 
15 a prerogatiue royal pro- 
per tothe Lord, Who can 
forgine fins but God onely ? 
Mar.2.7. If Gad forgiues 
any fins, it muſt be of his 
mcere grace, Eph.1.7.For 
his owne ſake. 

In the ſecond place let 
the conſideration hereof 


hearty thankes , for that 
when our cſtate was ſo de. 
{perate, our condition ſo 
.damnable, as there was 
no poſſibilitic of deſeruing 


grace, | 


—h— 


—_ 


Lowe the Lord. 


—_— 


grace, we were ſo farre 1n- 
debred to the law of God; 
as no way able to make ſa- 
tisfaction, that then the 
Lox Þ of his rich grace 


| ſhould forgine all.Suppoſe 


thou wert ready to be caſt 
into priſon by thy Credt- 
tor fora thouſand pounds, 
all thou haſt to bee ſeazed 
vpon and ſold, and yer thy 
Creditour vaſaticfied at 
lengrh in mcere pitie, hee 


| ſhould ſerthcefrec, beſtow 


great things vpon thee: oh | 


| how would thy heart. be 
; knit to ſuch a man ! thou 


wouldeſt thinke, that thou 
ſhauldeft ncuer be able to 
requite his loue: God hath 
done te11 thouſand times 
more then ſo for thee;how 
then art thou bound to 
louc 


————— \ 
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[love him), to praiſe him, to | 
te] vnto others,what great 
things the Lord hath done 
for thee 2 W har, all debts 
forgiuen * all reckonings 
clecred, and made cuz2n be- 
twixt the Lord, and thee, 
without any fatista&tion 
made on thy part £ What, 
no accuſation in that black 
and terrible day lyable a- 
gainſt thee « All ſinnes 
done away through his 
free grace * O the deepe- 
| neſſe of the riches of his 
mercy! How vn-vtterable 
is his goodnefle r What 
wile thou render vnto the 
Lord for his vnſpeakable 

grace 2 How ſhould this 

inflame thy heart with the 

loue of God,as Luk.7.47? 

Such as doe not heartily 

| loue | 


— 


—— —— 


Lone the Lord. 


loue the Lord, may feare 
they haue no part,no ſhare 
in his rich grace. Vnthank- 
fulneſleis a grieuous ſinne, 
and that which moues the 
Lord(I am perſwaded)ma- 
ny times to hide away the 
ioy and comfort of the 
pardon of their ſins from 
many of his children. How 
ready are many,, if they be 
but a little croſſed in ſome 
petty matter, to {well and 
ang the lip; yea, with a 
little helpe, could be per- 
{waded to quarrell, and be 
angry with the Lord, as 
Tonas was ? Tt we fall ſhort 
of our hopes in ſome good 
thing wc hauc promiſed to 
our {clues ; or if God cut 
vs ſhort of ſome outward 
| comforts lent vnto vs, 


what 


em 
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Mar.16 20 


Giles vs 


Fz, 36. 25. 


bus Spi:ir; 


| 


[ whereas, better loſe all 
| the world, than miſle this 


matted 


Gift of the Spiris.. | 


what grumbling and repi- 
ning 15 there againſt the 
wiſedome and rightcoul- 
neſſe of our good God 
All ſenſe of his infinite 
loue in forgiuing an infiure 
debt ynto vs is ſwallowed 
vp, wee hauc little 1oy in 
it, and God hath as little 
thankes from vs for it; 


grace : for, as Mat.16.20, 
What will it profit a man to 
gaine the whot world, and 
loſe his foule ? which doth 
periſh without it partake of 
the grace of God, 

It followes: Gizes ws his 
Spirtt here, Thus neceſſari- 
ly foHowes, as Sandifica- 
tion {ucceeds Iuſtifhcation, 
EXek. 36.25. Iwill powre 


cleaxe | 


4 Gift of the Spirit. 


——_— 


cleane water vpon you,and ye 
(hall bee cleane from all your 
filthineſſe. Here is our Tuſti. 
fication. Then followes in 
the next verſe : A new heart 
will I aine you,and a new bt 
rit wil I put within you. And 
againe, the 27. verſe, 1 will 
pur my Spirit within you, 
and cauſe you to walke in my 
ſlatutes, and yee ſhall keepe 
my indgements,and do them. 
Which words imply our 
SanQification ; Gods Spi- 
rit is made manifeſt in vs, 
by. our walking in Gods 
Commandements : which 
wee can neuer doe to any 
purpoſe, vntill by the Spi- 
rit corruption be deaded, 
and grace inviued in vs. 
Grace in the child of God 
workes in him more and 
more 


E—— 
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Rom$,r a 


Gift of the Spirit. 


more ſanctificatiothrough 
the Spirit: thatts,a clean. 
ſing of our ſelues daily fr6 
all filthineſſe , and neucr 
can we haue any cuidencc 
of rhe truth of grace ( as 
ſhall be made more plaine 
hereafter) or of our iuſtifi- 
cation, bur by our ſanRifi- 
cation , vntill we ſee finne 
purged,we may not thinke 
that it is pardoned ; for 
whomſoeuer Chriſt frees 
from the damnation of fin, 
he doth alſo deliver from 
the dominion of fin. From 
hence then we may be al- 
tured of the preſence and 
abode of Gods Spirit in 
vs;which whoſo hath nor, 
partakes not of grace, is 
none of Chriſts, Rom.$.9. 
is none of Gods, Gal. 4.6. 


— 


Becavſe 


r 
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| Becauſe yet are ſons,God hath 
' ſent the Spirit of his Son into 
| your hearts. It the Spirit of 
God hath taken vp its a- 
| bode inthce, allthe houſe 
ſhall fare the herrer for ir;it 
will worke a holy change 
in thee, it will make thee 
| a new creature, changing 
thy thoughts, words and 
workes, from euill vnto 
good. For as cuery crea- 
| ture in nature hath a facul. 
tie to produce its kinde : 
(Doe men gather grapes of 
thornes,or figges of thiſtles * 
Matth.6.16.No, Thornes 
produce thornes) ſo a ſan- 
tified & a gracious heart 
brings forth fruits of holi- 
neſle and righteouſneſle, 
fruits agreeable rothe na- 
ture of the Spirit. It the 
holy 


— 
” 
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2 Cor.3.19 


And ercr- | 
nill lite 
hcreafter, 


Gift of the Spirit. 


holy Spirit of God once 


takes footing in the heart 
of a man, as the Idoll Da- 
gon fell downe as ſoone 
as the Arke of God was 
brought ncere vnto it: (0 
down goes Satans throne ; 
2 man 15 no longer a ſlaue 
to his baſe luſts, no longer 
vader the bondage of an 
one finne : For where the 
Spirit of the Lord ts, theve is 
freedome and libertie ; free- 
dome from the lauery of 
any corruption, freedome 
from the bondage of any 
ruling finne, 

And laſt of all, erernall 
life hereafter, Roms.6. 23. 
The gift of God s eternall 
life. So 2 Theſſ. 2.16. Who 
hath ginen ws enerlaſting 
ſaluation , and good hope 

through | 


| Whence Grace commeth. | ag 


through grace. Thus haue þ 
I preſumed through your 
patience to tarry a while 
vpon the explanation of 
the definition of that grace 
which is the fountaine and 
well-head from whenceall 
graceis deriued vnto vs. 
Now to proceed in the 
vnfolding of the Differen- 
ces betwixt true and Coun- 
terfeir grace. The firſt dit- 
terence(as hath beene ſaid) 
lieth in the ground or root 
fron whence true grace 
ſpringeth.Ifthou wouldeſt 
not be deceiued, or miſta- 
ken about the truth of thy 
grace, doe but ſeriouſly 
conſider withthy ſelfe,our 
of what ſoyle, or from 
what roote, that grace | 
which appeareth, and per- 1 
Ts” | 


aducnture | 


a. —_— 


> —_— | 
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oft 
'tures garden, or from edu- 
cation, or elſe out of ſome 
worldly, carnall, and by- 
reſpects ; if it came not 


adyenture thou. belecueſt 
to bee in thee, did ſpring 


and come- forth, whether 
fromthe ſeed of God, fro 
the preſence: and working 

fo Spirit,or out of Na- 


from God, it will quickly 


appeare 1n its. proper Co- | 
lours,.it will cre long dil- | 


couer its rottenneſJe,it will 


vaniſh,periſh, and come to 


nothing. 


Some there be inwhom | 


the corruption-of Nature 


is ſo reſtrained, that they; | - 


are of a very ingenious 
temper and diſpolition,aft- 
fable, courteous , gentle, 
peaceable, not giucn vp, 


nof | 


” —_ — — 


- — 


_ — 


and conmerſeit Grate. | 


nor inclined varo- any ex- 
orbitane courſes, not affe- 
Qing any notorious vices, 
but rather hating and ab. 
hotring thenz: who com- 
paring themſelues with 
grofſe'finners, and finding 
in themſclues a freedome 
from thoſe foule ſtnnes 
| which others are defiled 
withall, doe by and by 
bleſle rhemſclues in thetr 
owne hearts, yez, and it 
may be, they are raken of 
others (like or worſe than 
themſclues) to be maruel- 
lous' good people, very re- 
ligious..and gracious per- 
ſons : whoſe grace is no 0- 
ther, no berrer than meere 
ciuilitie, which is as farre 
from ſanfitic and true 
grace, as chalke is from 


JT 


D2 cheeſe, | 


CE 


— 
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| checſe,as the old ſaying is. 
| Others alſo there be, who 
| hauing beene well bred, pi. 
ouſly and vertuouſly cdu- 
| cated, ſucking, (it may. be) | 

the Scriptures. with- thezr 
| mothers milke,as iÞ1s {po- 
| » Tim.3- | ken of Timothy ; brought 
"5 ] vpin a family,where hap- 
l ly they had no cull exam- 
{ ple ( though this be very 
| rare) to corrupt them, doe 
| hold on ſtill that courſe 
into which they were en- 
| tred young,and haue beene | 
| trained vp fro their child- 
hood, approuing of good 
duties, frequenting Gods 
houſe vpon all good occa- 
lions, viing, and(which is 
more) delighting inthe {0- 
ciety of the--pcople of 
God ; and all this, notby 


j hy | Vertue | 


"—_— 


— 


—_ ——_—— —— 
n.— 


he — —— 


_ 


| and counterfeit Grace. T3 | 


vertue or ſtrength of ſa- 
uing grace,but through an 
habituaredpraQtice of god- 
ly exerciſes, ſo that they 
can ſay as the young man 
in' the Goſpell, 7 have ob- | Mar.1g.20 
ſerued all theſe fro my youth, 
Areall theſe (thinke you) 
arguments ſtrong enough 
ro proue the truth of grace 
wrought in the heart of 
ſuch a perſon 2 Then Paul 
his condition was good 
enough before his conuer- 
fon, for he was well edu- 
cated, brought vp, and li- 
ued after the ſtricteſt man- 
ner, yet he accounts all this 
but as drofſe and dung, as 
Phil: v.'$, Gods worſhip 
and' the 'pertormance of 
good duties through long 
viſe may be growne into a | | 
| _ D 23- wy! 


Jo_—_ 
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| very forme, wanting zeale 


andall ſpiriruall vigour,or 
life in the performance of 
rhem;and will you fay that 
the bare, -4 , _ __ 
mar ormin 0 
7s fure —_ of 
goodnefſe in the heart of 
the doer of them? No,gno, 
thou maycſt be a Phariſaj- 
call Angell, hearc, reade, 
faſt & pray by the ſkreagth 
of thine education,cuſton 
preuailing ſo far withthee, 
as to neceſſitate rhe perfor- 
mance of pious exerciles, 


doing good duties, becaule | : 
thou haſt alwayes done] * 
them, and not through the | | 


power and ſtrengrh ofrrue 
gracc, cither inwring thee, 
or inabling thee vnto the 
performice of them. True 
and 


—_— 


| 


| 


— KY. 
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and ſaving grace comes not i 
from nature & good bree. 
ding , but from ſpiriruall 
regeneration ; from vni-, 
on and communion with 
Chriſt, who is the Head 
which giues ſptirituall lifc 
and motion vnto all his 
members. Eucry grac:ous 
ſon is knit vitro Chrift 
by ioynts and bands, as 
Col.2.19. Theſe ligatures | Cola. 
are the graces of the Spi-: 
rir, by which cuery good 
heart being conglutmate 
and graffed into. Chriſt, 
drawes daily from him. 
ſuch ſpiriruall ſtrength, as 
inables him tothe praQtice: 
of good duties. So that if 
2racebetruly wrought in | 

thee, thou lineſt in Chriſt, 
as a ftene inthe ſtocke, and | 
D 4 Chriſt. | 
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Chriſt lives in thee, as the 

root lives in the branches : 
Then the minde and afte- 
Qion of Chriſt will be in 
thee, thou wilt doc good 
duties not of forme, but in 
faith, in loue, yea with a 
kinde of holy neceſſuie, as 
if it were thy nouriſhment, 
thy meat and thy drinke, 
as Chriſt ſaid, To doe the 
will of thy Father which ts in 
| heauen. 

Others alſo there bee 
which will outwardly ap- 
peare very forward in the 
performance of good du- 
ties, they will not miſle a 
|] good Sermon, &c. as if 
grace were truly wrought 
in them ; when as littie,or 
nothing atall is done by 
them in loue to the durie, 


| . but | 


| andcoumterfeit Grace. 


—— 


but loue of thttnſelues.,and 
tobyyifnotbaſcends.” ' 

| Some, becauſe they axe 
brought into -a family, 
where the ordinances of 
Godaredaily on foot,and 
where grace 1s in ſome rc- 
= , thinke and know. 
that vnleſlethey conforme 
ro good duties, and make 
ſome thew of godlineſle, 
there wilbe no abiding for 

them,they ſhall benothing 
{et by : wherupon they re- 

{oluero draw in the fame 

yoke with others, (though 

god dutits be intruth avery 

yoke wnto them) and hold 

uarters with the reſt of 

_—_ putting- on a 
vizardot grace; cither to 
hedge-in ſome fauonr of 


D 5 ſomc 


— 


their maſter, miſtrefle, or || 
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| {ome other of; the, family, 
or to. be well eſtecmed of: 
amongſt the reſt, 

And there beothers that 
wil be forward in the beſt 
things, that ſo their maſ- 
ked godlineſie may bee a 
Lure ro draw others to 
trade and commerce with 
them, that ſo they may 
with the leſſe ſuſpition 
prey vpon the ſimplicitie 

innocencie of honeſt 
harted people, with whom 
| rhey hope (making aſhew 
| | of godlineſſe) ro ne- 
| | gotiation. Many ſuch like 
| there are, who in truth are 
no other than painted and 
garniſhed ſepulchers, ha- 
|  uing within nothing” bur 
| rottenneſſe and corruprti- 
oY W hereas true grace 


: makes | 
I — ——_— 


I andl counterfeit Grate. _ | 59 


makes the =_ of God' , 
ro appeare andleeme to be 
godly, becauſe hee is fo; 
and ro — goodnele, | 
oue of goodneſfe, 


and not of goods, as many 
hypocrites doe. 

A ſecond and a maine| 2 
difference berwixt ſound 
and counterfeit grace, 1s 
proceeding and growrh : 
falſe and x. Jrneer grace 
doth not, cannot grow 
&erter & berter, but ſtands 
at a ſtay, or elſe is in ſome 
declenfton,; For euif{ men | :Tim.z. 
and deceiners wax worſe and 13. 
worſe, deceining and being 
 deceined,2Tim.3.13.wher- 
| as true grace is ſtill of the 
mending hand, and grows 
many wayes. 

A gracious perſon grows 
firſt 


p— — 
ere 
* 


O —— 


Differences 'twixt ſound | 


firſt of all into more ac- 
quaintance with his owne 
heart ; he more and more 
ſees, and obſcrues his own 
vileneſle & vnworthineſle, 
for the more grace, the 
more ſight of our corrup. 
tion; as Abraham,the more 
familiar hee grew with 
God,.the more hee hum. 
bled and abaſed himſeltfe ; 


perty of a good heart, the 


more grace it receiues tro 


doth caſt ypon himſelte,in 
the ſenſe of his owne vn- 
worthineſſe. Afﬀecr thar 
1b hauing heard of God 


by the care, came to enioy 


him by rhe eyes, preſently 
he abhorres himſelfe, and 


| repents 


hee 


2 more cleare euidence of f 


This is one fangular pro- | 


God, the more diſgrace ir | 


_— 


| 


em = 


— 
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_— in duſt and aſhes, 
Iob 42.5, 6. Paul (after he 
had taſted of grace,) con- 
feſſerh himſelte a blaſphe- 
mer, a perſecutor, &c, 
Secondly, -a gracious 
perſon growes more and 
more into the hatred of 
old prankes & courſes ; He 
ts h_ and confounded 
for his former wayes, Ezek. 
36.32. he will nomore of 
his old wayes,bur fayes of 
them , as Ephraim of his 
Idols, Hoſea 14. 9. What 
haxe I to doe any more with 


a way of ioy and comfort 
vnto his ſoule, beſet with 
many {weet. and precious 
promiſes ,, adorned with 
[mony þenefits and i-1. 


le AAS. ad er ee. et —n—_— _ 


ſings : his heart is now ſo 
| fixed || 


| 7dols ? He ſces before him | 
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fixed vpon this, way, that 
he growes moreand more 
| in loue with it; all other 
wayes, 41 compariſon of 
it, he hates and abhors, he 
will notexchangethe new 
for the, old, for all rhe 
world to boor, 

3 Thirdly, a gracious 
.- | heart growes more and 
_ more into a longing for 
Pſal.43. 1. | Chriſt: As the Hart brayeth 
for the riners of water, ſo 
pamterh hw ſoule after Chriſt, 
bs foale thirſteth after him. 
That fellowſhip and com. 
munion which hee harh 
wich Chriſt in his holy or- 
dinances, is moſt {weet 
and comforable vnto his 
ſoule ; and yer this hee 
knowes is but a glimpſe of 
1 that comfort he ſhall par- 
take 


—— 


—— ——— 
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rake of,ar the appearing'of 
the Lord eſs: Therefore 
he lo or that day, 
Lacwinrabs whe Chri 
his life ſhall appeare, then 
ſhall he alſo' appeare with 
him in glory, Coloſſ.3. 4.| col.3.4 
Now take an hypocrite, 
and temporary profefſour 
at the beſt.and} it wil ſoonc 
appeare that hee - growes 
none of theſe wayes. Firſt, 
hee growes not into ac- 
quaiurance with his owne 
heart, for that doth cuery 
day more & more decciue 
him, Secondly, he growes 
not into a hatred of his 
old wayes, for hee is ſtill 
the ſame he was, as rotten 
at the core as cuer he was, 
and as: well pleaſed 'now | 
with his luſts as before ; 

though | 


Matth.z2. 
33+ 
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though haply for ſome. | 
by-relpeRt he may. ecme 1 
to forbearethem, and hin- 
der or ſuppreſle the Pa- 
roxyſme 8 return ofthem. 
Thirdly, as for louing the 
appearing. of the L ox 
Cux1sr, hedoth itnor, 
he cannot doe it heartily, 
whatſocuer outwardly hee 
may make ſhew of ; tor he 
cannot be ignorant of that 
which Chriſt hath ſaid of 
hypocrites, which ſfay,but | | 
doe nor, or doe all their | 
workes to beſcene of men, 
and take Gods Couenant 
into their mouths, but hate 
to be reformed, that none 
of theſe ſhall cſcape the 
damnation that , 1s to 
come. The conſideration 
of which things, workes 


mn 


ys and counterfeit Grace. 65 | 
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in them a dread of the 
dreadfull and terrible day 
of the Lords comming, 
wiſhing it mighe neuer be, 
or cuer be deferred, 

A third difference, isin | 3 
the failings and falling of 
thoſe that bee endowed 
with true grace, and thoſe 
that are hypocrites, For 
we may not ſay,that grace 
is pertet in the beſt of 
Gods children, becauſe in 
this life, ſo long as wee a- 
bide in this carthly taber- 
nacle, wee muſt looke for 
no perfection : in many 
things we fin all ; nay, the 
childe of God may hauc 
many relapſes__into the 
lame finne,though he haue 
a {ound heart, and labour 
to walk vprightly w—_— 

300, 


Lt, — © 
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— 


God and men : yetthe1e is 
a great deale of difference 
berwixt his relapſes, and 
the falls of thoſe whoſe 
hearts are not found, 

Firſt of all, a gracious 
heart alloweth nor of the 
commitrring of any finne, 
Rom.7.15. I allow not that 
which T dee. If he be pre- | 
uented and onertaken with 
any ewll, he approues not 
of it, his heart is not dc- 
lighted or affected with| | 
| the doing of it. When Da-| | 
#/4 had numbred the peo. | | 
ple, the Text ſayes that hu || 


heart ſmote him, 2 Sam.24.| | 
10. Which ſhewes, rhat 
though hee were ouer- | 
taken, yet hee did nor al- 
low * the euill hee had 
done, Whercas an hypo- | | 


crite, 
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| crite, howſoeuer hee may 
ſeerne outwardly to quar- 
rell with himfelfe,or to be 
angry with his ſinne, yer al 
is well berwixt his heart & 
his fin, as the” Ferry-man 
inthe Boat, he lookes one 
| way, though moues ano- 
ther. He wants that prin- 
|! | ciple, Grace, which alone 
| oppoleth ſinne, and makes 
not only the iudgement to 


| miſlike it, but checkes the 
| | } conſcience,and grieues the 

| | heartfor it,whereas a wic- 
| | | ked hart wanting this prin- 
| | | ciple,may haply rafolns a- 
| |. 1 gainſt ſinne, and promiſe 
418 better things : as Pharaoh 

' { rold Moſes, that he would 
| lerthe people of Iſracl go, 
but preſently rerurnes to 
| |] his old hardneſſe and ſtub- 
,|} | bornneſle, Se- | 


————— 
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Secondly, a gracious 
heart is bettred by his fals. 
He grows more and more 
(as was ſaid euen now)into 
acquaintance with his own 
heart:he ſecs his own frail. 
tie, he is more fearefull of 
falling,as the old faying ts, 
The burnt childe dreads the 
fre. He is more carefull of 
his waycs, and watchfull 
oucr himſclte, as one thar 
is climbing vp into atree, 
it one foot hath ſlipt,or the 
bough broke on which 
hee ſtood, how doth thee 
tremble? how carefull is 
he of ſure footing, leſt hee 
fall: So the childe of God 


being by occaſion fallen 


into any fault, takes heed 

vnto tus ſteps,&c. gathers 

his wits together, to keepe 
him- | 


—_—_ 


Dm —_— 


and counterfeit Grace. 


himſelfe vpright from fal- 
ling againe;"vvhereas the 
hypocrite 15 no whit at all | 


bertered by any ſin, ſome- 
thing he may be terrified, 
there may be ſome paule, 
ſome forbearance, but no 
bettering : ſome ſay,a leg 
once broken, and vvell ſet 
againe,1s ſtronger than be- 
fore; it 1s true in grace;for 
this growes , more: ftrong 
afrer afall than before; As 
appearcs by.Peter , vvho 


though at firſthe vvas ſha- 


kenby the breath of amai- 
den, yet like a Cedar in 
Lebanon grew ſo ſtrong at- 
ter,that death it ſelfe could 


not . ſhake, or ouerturne 


him. 
Thirdly.rhe falls of the 
righteous drive them clo. 
{cr 
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Mer varo- God by prayer 


and godly forrow. How} 
vvas Davids heart broken | 


after his falls Whar heart-| | 


broken petitions did he pur | 
'vp vnto the Lord,tovvaſh| 
him thorowly from his 
intquirie, & ta cleanſc him | | 
from his ſin, to create in| 
him a cleane heart, to re- | 
ſtorevmo him rhe joy of 
his {aluation, and to ſta- 
bliſh him vvirh his free 
Spirit © Whereas a grace- 
leile hearr is either ſenſe-| | 
lefle of his danger, and| 
'G ODS difpleature, and 


therefore ſeeks not to. God 
' by prayer, that fo he may 


make hus peace agatne with 


; God;or elſe ifhe be griped 


or ſtung a little, he ſcekes 
to allay his griete by Mu- 


ſicke, 


[0 W2 _— 


| 
| 


and counter feit Grace. 


ſicke; as Saul'did, or with 
merry company or Pa- 


ſtimes, ro put it from-him. 


Panl, Rom. 7. 24. O'wret- 
thed, oc. So: Dauid, Pſal, 


lefſt heart is-ready-ro TEXteo- 
nuate his fin-; would'none 
did-worſe thanthis; :T hope 


himſclfe, and ready to lay 
ir vpon "others. Bur the 


childe of God, with a kind 


Al dereſtation, intreats the 
Lord for mercy inthe par- 


Cs 


Fenda falls ofthe | 
godly make them+ to com: | 
plaine: of rhemſelues, and | 
cry-ourvpontheir {inne,as | 


5I. 3, 5. whereas a grace- | 


this is not ſuch an hainous | 
matter : or elſe excuſes 


of indignation aggrauates | 
| his linne, abhorres it vvirh | 


don of that is paſt, and for | 
| aid | 


7I 


| Rom.7-24- ; 
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Differences 'twixt ſound 


aid to helpe him in time to 


the danger into vvhich fin 


is knit more ſtrongly vi- 


come. | 

Laſt of all, a gracious 
heart by his falls hath his 
heart knit more ſtrongly 
vato the Lord. O how 
much doth he thinke him- 
ſelfe bound vnto God, for 
ſparing and not confoun- 
ding him : What ſhall he 
render vnto the Lord, for 
bringing his ſoule out of 
the ſnares of the Deuill, 
and deliucring him from 


had rg him? He con- 
feſſeth that it vvas Gods 
mercy that he vvas not c0- 
ſumed. And becauſe God 
hath ſpared him, his {oule 


to the Lord, than cuer 
before. I haue read (how 
true | 


— 
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trucit is I know not) of a 
great kindneſle that a Lt- 
on did ſthew vnto a man, | 
who hadtormerly pulled a | 
thorne out of his foot; and | 
will not grace teach a man 
(thinke you) to loue the | 
Lord for doing greater 
things for him 2 Nature | 
teacheth a man, to louec 
thoſe that preſcrue our bo- | 
dily lives, or reſcued vs in 
extreme danger ; and ſhall 
not grace doc this much 
morc ? So that you ſee a 
wonderful great difference 
betwixt the falls of thoſe: 
that partake of grace, and 
ſuch as want it. How- 
{ocucr ſometimes a ſtrong 
corruption & aviolentten- 
tation may ſhoulder out or 
| kxepe downe the worke 
E of 


m—_— ws. that. a 


| 
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| any voluntary ſubicction 
| to their luſts,and giuetheir 


ts 


of grace in Gods children, 
yet he is not pleaſed with 
this condition of his ; for 
theſe relapſes and preuari- 
cations of his,doe coſt him 
hot water and the {erting 
on, he hath many a gripe 
and ſting, many a heart. 
breaking groane by them : 
vvhereas thoſe that yeeld 


euill afte&tions the reines , 
though ſomtimethey may 
teele and expreſſe ſome 
gripes and horrors of con- 
ſcience, yet by that vvhich 
hath becne {poken,jt 1s cui- 
dent,that they are far from 
any cuidence of truegrace. 

A fourth and laſt diffe- 
rence, 'twixt ſound and 
counterfeit Grace, lycs in 

perle- 


— 


and counterfeit Grace. | 753 


perleuerance. Counterfeit 
grace is but temporary, it 
lookes freſh,and ſeemes to 
fAourith for a ſeaſon, bur 
euery little froſt of aduer- 
ſitie, or blaſt of trouble, 
nippes it'in the head, and 
makes it giue in. If he per- 
celues that hee is like to 
miſle of his hopes, & pro- 
ieas,or ſome rubs vvill be 
in hts vvay,or that his pro- 
feſſion bring trouble or 
perſecution ; then he giues 
in,he thinks it is good {lce- 
ping in a vvhole skin, and 
therefore falls off, wharſo. 
euer profeſſion hee hath 
formerly made: And that 
becauſe hee wants a found 
bottome, hee is not built 
| vponthe Rock Chrift: his 
| principles were from Na- | 
E 2 ture, 


tt. ut ht. ww 
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76 Differences 'twixt true 
| ture, education, or the 
| world; and not from vni- 
on and communion vvith 
Chriſt ; his holy profeſſi. 
on was taken vp vpon Car- 
{| nall and fleſhly termes;not 
| our of loue to pietic, but 
out of ſelte-louc and by- 
relpets, vvhich vvhenſo- 
cuer they faile, his pietic 
quailes;it they faile or fall, 
they beare downe his god- 
lineſle vvith them : wherc- 
as {ound graccinan hon-ſt 
and good heart, being built 
vpona ſure rock, the toun- 
| dation whercot is laid in 
Chriſt, holds it out 1n all 
ſtormes, he is no reed ſha- 
ken with the wind,no vva- 
ucring vycather-cock, no 
time-{cruer; he knowes in 
vvhom he hath belecued, 
| and | 


_—_ _— 


ht. 


th. 


- x2 


— — — 
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T7 


and therefore abides the 
heat of Summer, the rage 
and violence of perſecutt- 
on ; he endures the froſt in 
W inter, all thoſe crofles 
and loſſes vvhich befall 
him, (till runneth with pa. 
tience that race vvhich is 
(ct before him, Heb.12.1. 
So that it is with hypo- 


critcs and counterfeit pro- 


tellors, as with many rot- 
ten & Worme-caten peares 
and plummes in a garden: 
looke vpon them, vvalke 
by them, and noneſo beau- 
tifull to the eye, none ſo 
louely to behold as they, 
but lay hands vpon them, 
or ſhake the tree on which 
they grow,and down they 
rumble preſently; whereas 
thar fruit vvhich is ſound, 

E 3 though 


H:be1 2,1, 
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| though ir make nor fo faire 
a ſhew, hangs ſtill for all 
your ſhaking. Gods pco- 
pleinthis are like the Ce- 
dars of Lebaron, the ſtron- 
ger the wind blowes them, 
the deeper root they take, 
the ſurer they ſtand. 

Now in a few vvords 
tro apply that vviich hath 
beene formerly deliucred 
concerning this point of 
difference, let that vvhich 
hath bcene ſpoken, bee a 
meanes of ſending vs cue- 
ry one into the Cloſct of 
his owne hearr, let vs ſcri- 
ouſly ſearch and try our 
ſelues, that vve be not mi- 
ſtaken about the truth of 
grace. Itis athing of the 
greateſt conſequence that 

can be, I meane, the triall | | 
| of | | 


ET bl 


| and counterfeit Grace, | 
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ofthe truth and ſoundnefle 


bee decciued in vyorldly 


may hauc his toule,though 
he loſe his ſubſtance : bur 
if he be gulled in the nzat- 
ter of grace, he is irrecoue- 
rably miſerable. Doth it 
not then ſtand vs vpon, (as 
[ faid before) to conſider 
whether vvee be deceiued 
or not © 

If there were plenty of 
waſht gold ſtirring, or 
oreat ſtore of bad & coun- 
t: rivit filucrabroad, every 
3:12 wortd tooke vyhar he 


of grace in vs; for if we b2] 
deceiued in this one parti- | 
cular, vveeare vndone for | 
eucr. A man may be mi- | 
ſtaken in outward things, | 


bargaines, and yer neuer- | 
thelefle a happy man : hee 


| E 4 takes, 


my 
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8o | Triall of our ſelues. : | 


takes, for feare he ſhould | 
be decciued. O my belo- 
aed brethren, theſe are the| 
dayes wherein many make 
taire ſhewes, godlineſle is 
erowne (1n appearance) in- 
ro ſome creditamongſt vs; 
almoſt every body would 
beaccountcd religious, but 
as'for the power of Reli- 
gion,and the truth of god. 
lirede (God knowes) 1t is 
found in very few: All is 
not gold that gliſters, al] 
haue not grace that are ta- | 
ken,and do alſotake them: | 
{elues to be gracious: A 
| man may go farrein out- 
vvard appearance, and yet 
| goe to hell inthe end, for 
| | want of ſauing grace. As 
for example. 

Firſt,a man may be free | 
| from | 


4- = Ws << I EEC been 
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| Triall of our ſclues., \ $1 


from groſſe ſinnes, from 
{ rand crimes, & enor. 
mous vices,yea,cuen loath 
| and deteſt many euills, as 
did the Scribes and Phari- | Luk.18. 
ſees, Luke 18.11. II, 
; Secondly, a man may 
| be ſtri& in the duties of 
; the ſecond Table, iuſt of 
his word, true in his des 
lings, as many ciuill per. 
ſons, and Gentiles doe 
by nature, the things con- | Romaut4. 
tained in the Law, Rom.2. 
14. Cate and many other 
Heathens were admirable 
in reſpect of Morality. 
Thirdly,a man may ſet 
vp Gods feruice in his fa- 
mily, and giue himſelte to 
| faſting and prayer, as the 
lewes did, Eſay 58. 2, 3. 
Secke God daily , know his 
E 5 wayes, | 4% | 
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M or.6.20. 


2 Per.2,29, 


| caped from the filthincfſe 


wayes, enquire of God in the 
ordinances of inſtice, as a\ 
people that would dee righte- | 
ouſly. | 
Fourthly, a man may | 
ſet vpon the worke of re- | 
formation, 10y ina good 
Sermon, reuerence Gods | 
faithfull Mainifters, as 
knowing & belecuing that 
they are ſuch as feare the 
Lord, and ſhew vato him 
the vvay of ſaluation, as 
Herod did, cMark.6.20. 
Laſtly,a man may leaue 
his old courſes and com- 
panions, as $/m0m Magus 
did, A&#.8; he may bee: | 


of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord, 
and yet returne with the 
dogge to his vomit, and for 


want 


—— m— 
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want of ſound and ſauing 
grace bee damned in the 
end. Now fecing it may be 
thus, tcll mee in good [ad- 
nefte, if thoudoſt not think 
it to be a matter of great / 
importance to ſearch and | 
trie thine owne heart 7 
| How. many thoulands 
bethere which come ſhort 
of theſe things betore-na- 
med? and yer take vp their 
reſt, flatter themfelues,and 
ſpeake peace to their owne 
ſoules, reſoluing to be no 
orher, defirous to bee no 
better, and therefore neg- 
lect this dury of triall and 
examinati6 of themſclucs. 
But aſluredly a time vvill 
come,vvyhen the conſcien- 
ces of theſe people (which 
are now caſt into a deepe, | 


T7 
4.4 


CC 
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Ex, 3. 10. 


Triall of our ſelves. | 


'1udgement, and hell will | 
preſent themlelues vnto 


| 


« 


; ning, and woe, then what 


if not a deadly ſleepe) will 
be awakened; when death, 


their view; when their ſins | 
like toads will croake ven- 
geance = them, when 
Exzekiels hook will be laid 
open before them, where 
is written within & with. 
out, lementations,and mour. 


howling 2 what roaring 


what wringing of hands, 


and breaking of hearts to | 
conſider that old and ney | 
{innes doe bleed afrcſh be- 
tore them; and that many 
thouſand thouſand recko- 
ningsare to becleered he- 
twixtthe Lord and them, 
and they nor able to an- | 
[wer one of many thou- 


ſands. 


———_— 


— =. —- wv 


—— — ——_—_ — 


| 


_—_— 


Triall of our ſelues. | 


ſands. Then (when it will 

be too late) they will crie 

out vpon themſelues, con- 
demning their folly and 
mers that they ſo tri- 
fled away their time, ler 
ſlip the golden ſeaſon of 
orace and mercy, paſſed 
ouer their {oules ro Sa- 
tan for momentany bablcs 
and vanities. 

Tell me then (my he. 
loued) in coole bloud,if it 
be not a point of high wiſ- 
dome, to looke to this be. 
times, not to truſt our 
hearts too farre in this 
hats, matter , ſeeing 
our hearts are aboue mea- 
ſure deceitful, and as thoſe 
lying ſpirits in the mouths 
of Ahabs falle prophets, 
wilflatter vs,bid vs go on, 
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} 
| 
| and proſper, whenwe run 
| to our owne deſtruction, I 
 beſeech yourtherefore 'my 
beloucd brethren) by the 
tender mercies of God, 
and in the bowels of the 
Lord Teſus, I entreat you 
to looke to your {elues in 
this one particular {earch, 
and trie your owne hearts, 
how things ſtand betwixt 
the Lord and you doe not 
deſperately run on, as ma- 
ny careleſie bankrupts do, 
neuer minding to make 
euen with their Creditor, 
vntil the Baylitte hath got- 
ren them vndexr arreſt, if 
not carried them into pri- 
fon. Slight not ouer theſe 
things, leſt hereafrer,when 
rt will bee too late, you 
ftinde and feele that ro be 

true, | 


| Trial of our ſelues. 


truezwhich now you can- 


| Conſider (I fay)with your 
| [clues, whar finne is aliue in 
| you, what luſt is crucified 
{11 you: whether your life 
' be rhe life of grace, and 
| whether grace be truly bc. 
; gun and ſettled in you. Doe 
not thinke theſe things are 
$kar-crowes to mock chil- 
dren withall, and fo flight 
them ouer, for I tell thee, 
if thou canſt not finde lea- 
{ureto ſearch and trie thy 
waycs, that thou maycſt 
turne vnto the Lord 1n ſee- 
king for grace, and ſuing 
tor mercy, thou wilt not 
finde ( I feare ) leafure to 
cicape the wrath of God, 
hell, and condemnation, 


[not be brought to feare. |. 


of 
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| 


, 
of the Euidence of true and 
ſound Grace. 


Fuidences Ow I come to the 
- Ang third thing, which in 
" |the beginning 1 propoun- 
;ded,and thar 15,to conſider 
| | of the euidences of true & 
| ſound grace:the which be. 

! fore I come vnto, it will 
{not be amiſle, to let you 
i know, that the worke and 
{truth of grace wrought in 
the heart of Gods childe, 
hath in Scripture ſundrie 
appellations, though all 
gnifying one and the 
ſame thing. Sometime ir 
is called Spirit, as Gal.5. 
17. The fleſh Iufteth againſt 
the Spirit, and the Spirit 4- 
| cainf the fleſh. Sometimes 
it iscalled A new creature, 
| 2 Cor. 


Gal.5.27. | 


Enidences of true grace. 
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2 Cor.5.17.1f any manbe in 
Chriſt ,let him be a new crea- 
' ture. Sometimes, Calling, 
as indiuers places of Scrip- 
ture, Rom, 9. 24. Exen VS 
| whom he hath called. 2 Pet. 
| x. 10. Wherefore brethren, 

gine rather diligence to make 

your calling and elettion ſure. 
| Sometuncs3 Sandtification, 
; as 1 Pe?. 1,2. Eledt according 
to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father onto ſanttificati. 
on of the Spirit, All which 
| places tend to.this purpoſe, 
| to let vs know, that we are 
then ſpirituall, renued, or 
borne againe, effctually 
called and ſanc&tified, when 
the work of grace is truly 
wrought im vs : Which 
; work ſooner or later,more 
| or leſſe 1s wrought in cuc- 


—_— | 
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ry one of Gov s elect;| 
whereby he becomes pur- q 
oed from the former fil. | 
thineſſe of his flcſhand {pi- 
rit,ahd fanctifiedthrough- 
out: for as ſinne,like an E- 
pidemicall euill, diffuſed it | 
ſelfe intoal parts of a man; | 
as Wine or Bcere put into | 
a muſtic cask,ts all cqually | 
rainted ; fo Srace, if it enter 
into any, ic CanRifies him 
throughour ; it purs a ſpi- 
rituall lite , 'nor into one 
or two parts, bur into the 
whole man, renewing euc- 
ry part and faculty of bo- 
dy and ſoule : For grace 
comcs intothe ſoulc,as the 
{oule comes intothe body , 
not infafed by degrees, 

| though it bea maxime in 


| Philoſophy, that the heart 
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firſt | 
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firſt liues : which is not {0 
ro be vnderſtood, as if lite 
were ſome while there, 
when it is wanting to all 
0:her parts of the body, 
but becaulc the heart 15 the 
ſeat (as it were) of life, and 
firſt of all moues, manite- 
ſting life aboue any other 
parts of the body .So grace 
1s wrought at once,though 
it growes by degrees, be- 
ing firſt weak, as isa babe, 
before wee bee ſtrong 
men in Chriſt. Know allo, 
that though grace once 
wrought, bce infuſed in- 
to the whole man, yet it 
ſhewcs it ſelfe not alike in 
all faculties at all times, 


| becauſe ofthe contrary ha- 


bit of corruption, which is 
ſtronger in ſome patt and 
facul. 
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| Emidences of true grace. 


faculty of the body and 
ſoule, than in other ſome 
yet if thelife of grace be 
inſpired, it ſhewes it ſelte 
more or leſlc in the whole 
man. This much I thought 
fir ro premiſe, to let you 
vnderſtand.,thatit thetruth 
of grace appeare in any 
one thing, though not in 
z another, or but weakely, 
you may aſſure your ſelues 
that you are truly regene- 
rate, and ſo members of 


_ {the Lord Ieſus by ſpiritual 


! vnion, neuer after to bee 
| rent off from him,as more 
| largely hereaftcr ſhall bee 
; proued, Now to the Eut- 


| dences. 


The 


{ 
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'T he fir it Euidence of grace. 


[Tt firſt euidence of | Sauing 
{ound grace, is a ſan- | Know 
ified and ſauing know- ——_ 
ledge of Gods will reuca- | of Grace: 
led in his Word. I call it ; | 

{anified, becauſe it helps | | 
torward our SanQtificati- | 
on, lohn 17.17. Santtifie | 
them with thy truth , thy } | 

Word is truth ; and I call it 
Sauing, bec: auſcit tendeth 
| to OUF {aluarion, as appears 
Coloſſ.1.9,20 

This Know ledge, ſome 
Diuines(vpo good g orofd 
| doe make rhe prime and | 
firſt worke of grace, in 
Gods childc,and the foun. 
dation of all othcr. Hence | 
| Colofſ.3.10. The new man 1s | Co',z. 19. 
renewed in knowledge : By | 
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Phil.z, I6, 


loh.17.3- 


— 


new man, you are to vn- 
derftand ( as was faid be. | 
fore) the worke of grace. 
Hence it is that the Goſpel 
is called the Word of life, 
Phil.2.16. becaule 1t 1s a 
meanes of working, 6 per- 
fefting this life of grace,as 
1 Pet. 1.23. No lite of 
grace therefore can bee, 
where this Word hath not 
been(T vaderſtand of thoſe 
that be of yccres and capa- 
Citie ) to worke the know- 
ledge of God and Chriſt. 
Not that euery know- 
ledgeof Godis liteeternal, 
tor there is a Knowledge 
of God which profits nor, 
as may cafily be proued. 
Firſt,all chey which be- 
lecue God to bee ſuch an 


Eſfence, as may be expreſ- 
ſed 


-— — 
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fed by any bodily likenes, 
| or the fimilirude of any 
| creature, know not God a- 
| right: for if we conceiue! 
God to be like any thing 
that may be imagined, we 
fancy to our {clues an Idol: 
{ WC areto concciue of God 


by way of negation, and 
| 


to abſtract him from all 
{1militudes, Eſay 46. 5, 9. | Elay 46.5- 
Thereforc Papiſts, and 
all other, which conceiue 
of God in a carnall and 
groſle manner, know not 
God aright,8& ſo gaine lit- 
tle benefit by their know- 

ledge of him. 
| Secondly,they,that be- 
leeue not God ro bee the 
chicte Good,and the only 
thing to be defired, loued 
and tcared, know him not 
aright, 
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| aright. Such as cannot lay 
| as did David of the Lord, 
Pſal. 73.2.5. Whom have I 
in heauen but thee ? I haxe 
none in the earth to be deſired 
in compariſon with thee : rc- 
cciue little benefit by their 
knowledge of God. Ther- | 
' fore all Mammoniſts and 
, Couctous perſons , which 
\prefer their riches before 
; God;all Epicures and Bac- 
; chanalls, which make their 
| belly cheir God ; all vo- 
I lupruous and ſenſuall per 
: fons, which make theit 
Þ caſures and honors their 
god, know not God aright 
tO their benefit and com- 
fort. 

Laſtly , all that know 
not God in Chriſt, recc1ue 
no bencfit by their know- 
| ledge 
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ledge of God. To know 
God our of 'Chriſt, is ro 
know him to be a terrible 
and angry God, taking 
vengeance vpon vs,for. our 
iniquiries and tranſgreſfi- 
ons. Therefore it thou 
wouldeſt haue comfort by 
thy knowledge of God, 
behold him in Chriſt, ſee 
his tuſtice farisficd, and his 
wrath appcaſed by thar (a- 
tisfaction and atonement 
which Chriſt hath made 
tor thee ({orruſting rohim 
for ſaluation)which know- 
ledge, becauſe almoſt cue- 
ry one tharlues within the 
pale ofthe Church,ſcemes 
to hane, weare 'to ynder- 
[tanil, char thus knowledge, 
it ir be meercly theoricall; 
will nor {ave vs; for it may 
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uer and hypocrite : there- 
fore vnleſſe this know. 
ledge be ſancified, it is no 
euidence of grace, it pro- 
fits not. How then may 
wee bee aflured, that our 
knowledge is ſanRified & 
{auing * By theſe eff. ts: || 

Firſt, Knowledge, if it | | 
be ſanified, is operariue, 
itis a working knowledge, 
itis no idle knowledge, but 
reduced into practice, Pſal. 
$6.11.Teach me thy wayes, 
0 Lord, that I may walkein 
thy truth. Grace teacheth a 
man to put his knowledge 
in practice, A gracious 
heart had rather doe, and 
notknow, (if it could bee) 
than to know, and not to 
do: he defires to be taught, 


that 
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char he might walke, nor 


| chathe might ralke, as roo 


many doe. Hence Dasid, 
Pſal.119.34. Giue me vn- 
derſtanding, and I will keepe 
thy Law, yea, I will keepe it 
with my whole heart.In \ay- 
ing he would keepe Gods 
Law, it ſhewes he was no 
Temporizer in religioh, 


whichrurns with the wind, | 


and runnes with thetimes , 
and adding with his whole 
heart, he ſhewes himſelfe 
to beno hypocrite, who 1s 
hollow, nor fincere in his 
proteſhon. Knowledge, if 
{ſanRified, helpes forward 
our obedience, reſteth not 
in ſpeculation , but pro- 
pole vnto practice. 
Temporizers anJ hy- 
pocrites lccke atter krow- 
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ledge, rather ro informe! 
their iudgement, than re. | 


| 


forme their lines; rather to | 


teach orhers, thanto reach 
themſelues. This know- 
ledge will not ſauc,but de. 
cciue vs, Iam.1.22,23,24+ 
Thar is the good and ho- 
neſt neart, who hauing re- 
cciued the Word,kceps it, 
and brings forth fruit, Lnk. 
S. 15. T he Word is 1 ſan- 


Ritying, a fruittull Word 


where gracc is. The know-| 
ledge of oraccleſle perſons 
is 2 barren know leuge, 
they know,but do not;and 
this kinde of knowlcdee 1s 
0 better than i2NOrance 
in Gods account, 1 194. 2 
4, 5- Hee that & th hors 
112 and keepeth rot his Comn- 
mM. mdements, is a tycr, and 
the 


| 
| 
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the truth is not in him : by 
keeping his Word,we know 
we are in him, Hence tt is, 
that in the firſt of Sa..2. 
12. The ſonnes of El: were 
ſaid to be wicked men, and 
kaew nat the Lord, How 
could this bee ? El the 
Prieſt and Iudge, his chil- 
dren, thoſe that atrended 
vpon the Altar, and recei- 
ucd the offerings, and yet 
knew not the Lord 2 No, 
their lives being vicious, 
and themſelues prophane, 
they did not expreſlſe in 
their carriage any feare of 
God, they were as zhoſc 
that knew not the Lord. 
Such as profeſle they 
know, if they be diſobe- 
dient, and to good workes 
reprobate,are(for all their 
F 3 Kknow- 
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knowledge) abominable 
where knowledge abides 
in the braine or lip,and ne. 
uer eomes ſo low as the 
heart and hand,this know- 


ledge makes way to con-| | 


uidtion and deeper Con- 

demnation. 
Secondly,Sauing know- 
ledge is a transforming 
knowledge, ſuch a know- 
ledge as doth caſt a man 
into another faſhion, ir 
moulds him according 
vnto the Word, 2 Cor.;. 
18. We behold as ina mir- 
rour, the glory of the Lord 
with open face,and are chan-. 
ged into the ſame Image, 
from glory to glory, W here. 
as knowledge vnſanctificd 
leaues a perſonas it found 
him, vnleſſe peraduenture 
he 
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he be growne worſe by his 
knowledge. The know- 
ledge of graceleſſe perſons 
wanteth both metall and 
making : If it transformes 
them not, they haue bur a 
forme of knowledge, as Rom 
2.20, Now what diffe. 
rence there is betwixt the 
thing it ſelfe, and a forme 
of it, a lining man and his 
picture, it will be needlefſe 
for me to rclate vnto you; 
the ſame, in a ſorr, is be- 
twixt a formall and a ſan. 
ified knowledge: the for- 
mer neuer moucs the heart 
ro God, nor yet remoues 
it from cuil:the latter both 
purifieth the heart, and re- 
Rifieth the lite, 

Thirdly, Sauing Know- 


ledge vents it ſeltc tor the 
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honour and glory of God, 
and the good of otiicrs. A 
gracious heart ſo opens his 
lips, as his momh may 
Pſa.s1.15. | ſhew forth the praiſes of God, 
Pſal.5 1.15. Soallo he de- 
Pro.10,21- | {ircs that his lips may feed 
many, Prou. 10. 21, Hee 
talkes to edifice ; for grace 
is communicatiue as wel] 
as operatiue, like to that 
oynemert oft Spikenard 
wherewith Mary anointed 
Izsv S, which filled the 
whole houſe with the ſa- 
uour thercof, Joh. 12. 3. 
where grace is inthe heart, 
the lips are oft dropping of 
lome heauenly countell, | 
comfort and inſtructions, 
ſuch as may rend to the in- 
largement of Chriſts king- 
dome: whereas graceleſle 
perſons 
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perſons ſecke to fet vp 
themſclues by their know- 
ledge;it may be they know | 
much of God and Chriſt, 
but know little for God 
& Chriſt. How few poore 
{oules have becne brought 
home to Chriſt, by the 
great knowledge of many 
who hauea great name and 
tame of learning and pro- 
toundneſſe © How many 
be there who ſtrive for ho. 
nours and preferment,and 
had rather bce accounted 
ercat Artiſts, than faithful | 
Labourers in the Lords | 
Vineyard,improuing their 
Talents to Gods glory, & 
the good and faluation of | 
thoſe poore foules that are 
committed to their care & ; 
charge « The Locuſts of | 
F 5 Rome 
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FR_ will riſe vp in iudge- 
ment againſt all ſuch vn- 
| profitable ſervants: for 
they compaſle ſea & land 
to make a prolclyte ; they 
ſtudie and labour night and 
day to aduance 6 increaſe 
the kingdome of Anti- 
chriſt : but theſe are ſo 
wedded to their caſe, and 
to their Juſts, that they 
hauec no heart to take any 
pains for the Lord Chrilt. 
4 Fourrhly and laſtly, if 
thy knowledge be ſancti- 
| fied, it is a growing know- 
| ledge, The more thou 

knoweſt, the more thou 
defireſt to adde to that 
[x Pet. 3.2. which thou haſt. As a new 
borne babe thou defireft the: 
ſincere m:bke of the Word, 

| that thou mayeſt grow in it, 
38 | 1 Pet. ] 
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1 Pet.2.2, This growth I 
belecue is not meant of the 
letter only and vnderſtan- 
ding, but eſpecially of the 
fecling and power of the 
W ord, euery day finding 
more comfort, and taſting 
more ſweetneſſe in the 
ſame. So that the Word, 
as Jer.15.16. #5 the ioy and 
reioycing of thine heart : It 
is ſweeter to thy taſte,thar 
the honey or the honey-comb, 
Pſal. 19. 10. And more 
eſteemed then thine appoin- 
ted food, 10h.23.12. Thus 
if thy knowledge be ſan- 
ified, it groweth in thee, 
and thou groweſt into i. 
And this growth ariferh 
from. two properties in a 
gracious heart. Firſt, hee 
receiuerhthe Word in zhc- 
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ſi, inthe generall, and then 
he applyeth it ro himſclfe 
in hypotheſe , in the parti. 
cular. 

Firſt, a gracious heart 
puts his hand and ſeale vn. 
to eucry diuine truth, be- 
leeuing and embracing all 
thoſerruths he meers with. 
al, whether they be threat- 
nings, promiſes, or pre- 
cepts, as Cornclius and his 
company ſaid, We are here 
preſent befere God, to heare 
all things that are comman- 
ded of God, Att.10.33. Re- 
celuing the Word, as did 
thoſe Noble Bereans with 
all readineſſe, Ad. 17. 11. 
This ſhews the ſoundneſle 
of his ſpirituall conſtituti- 
on, and the goodneſſe of 
his heart , for as it is in na- 
ture, | 
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ture, a ſound conſtitution 
teeds heartily vpon any 
good creature prouided 
for him, refuſerh nothing 
that is mans meat, whole- 
ſome and good ; whereas a 
bad ſtomacke will pingle, 
and picke here a bit and 
therea bir, taking little or 
or no cotent in any meats, 
bur thoſe that are daintily 
cooked, or curiouſly drel- 
ſed ; euen{o it fareth with 
a naughty heart ; vnleſle 
the Word be neatly hand. 
led , ſpiced with humane 
oratory, and ſet out with 
the enticing ſpeech of mis 
wiſdome, it fauours not to 
his carnall pallar,he findes 
no more relliſh in it, than 
in the white of an cgge. 

Again, a gracious heart 


makes | 


1 Cor.2.4. 
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makes a particular applica- 
tion of the Word, as {po- 
ken and belonging vnto 
him;that part of the Word 
which doth moſt neerely 
cocerne him, he laies ſureſt 
hold of, and will not part 
wichall. Grace will teach 
a man to welcome & make 
much of tharWord which 
makes moſt againſt his ftn, 
and likes that preachin 

beſt, which doth beſt diff 
couer the ſecrets of his 


out the filthineſſe of his 
corruptions : whereas a 
naughtie heart ſwells a- 
gainſt that Word ; which 
cloſeth with his boſome 
{innes, he brookes not the 
W ord, becauſe(as rhe Pha- 
riſces ſaid) it puts him to 


rebuke. Now 


heart, and moſt liuely ſet] | 
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Now then to make vic 
of this point, Is it ſo, that 
ſanRified knowledge is a 
ſure euidece of true grace? 
this then may ſpeake hea. 
uily, firſt to the heart of | 
all ignorant perſons ; they 
muſt know that their cot1- 


ly, damnable, becauſe 
_— and it 15 grace- 
efle, becauſe they are ig- 


knowledge. An ignorant 
heart muſt needs bee a 
naughty heart, becauſe 
without knowledge the minde 
cannot be good, Prog. 19.2. 
What goodnefle can pol- 
ſibly be where Gods Spt- 
rit 15 not © Tgnorance doth 
manifeſt rhe want of the 
Spirit : For, the Spirit is 


dition is danger ous, dead- | 


norant, wanting fſauing | 
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pn 


11x | 


Pro.19,2. 


112 Saumg Knowledze. T4 


——_—. 


1 Cot.3.12 


2 Tim. 3. 
25,26. 


— 


ginen unto vs that we might 
know the things that are gi. 
wen tows of God, as 1 Cor, 
2.12. Thereforc, when 
any know not the things 
of God, necdfu]l to bce 
knowne, it is cuident that 
they want the Spirit of 
God. And yct how hard- 
ly can this be beaten into 
an ignorant head They 
will not beleeue they wehr 
race, or that the Dewll 

ath them in his {nare, or 
that they are taken captiue 
by him ar his will;yet chus 
they are, vntill they bce 
brought to repentance, 
That they may know the 
iruth, 2 Tim.2.25,26. O| 
the lamentable cundition 
of ignorant perſons, cſpe- 
clally ſuch as arc folded vp 


in 
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in the mantle of their own 
conceitedneſle ! for many 
of theſe, though they bee 
ignorant of che truth, yet 
the Father of lycs, their 
lord & maſtei,hath taught 
them to cauill againſt the 
Word, and to lay downe 
execuſes for themſclues, 
that they are not booke- 
learned, that they haue no 
lexfure, or that they haue a 

good heart, though they 
cannot ralke as many doe, 
that ſo he may with- hold 
from them the truth in vn- 
righteouſneſſe, O the hea- 
ute doome-thart belongs to 
thoſe that hare eyes and ſee 
not, eares but heare not. harts 
and 1nd:rſtand nos, that they 
_— connert & be healed ! 


| Eſay 6.10. This us the con- 
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Joh. 3.19. 


demnation;that light i come 
amone#t them, and they loue 
darkneſſe rather than light, 
loh. 3.19. The Lord leſs | | 
ſhall ſhew himſelfe from: hea. 
wen with his mighty Angels, | | 
'n flaming fire rendring ven- 
zeance to ignorant perſons, 
2 Theſſ.1,7,8. For as Hell| | 
is appointed to be the ha- 
biratzon of the wicked, ſo 
this is the place of him that 
knoweth xot God,Iob 18.21. 

Mee thinkes then this 
ſhould ſer 'vp the priceand | | 
worth of knowledge, {ct 
anedge vpon our appetite, 


and make vs call after know. 
| ledge,and cry for under ftan- 
ding : To ſeeke her as ſilver, 
aud ſearch for her as for t:et- 
; ſures, as Prou. 2.3, 4. O 
the paines that men take, 

the 
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the dangers they vndergoe 
inthe mines ro digge out, 
and fetch forth ſiluer and 
treaſure our of the earth , 
vyvhich vvhen they hauc 
2otten, they haue got 1uſt 
nothing, it we will credit 
Salomon, nothing in com- 
pariſon of woos & by oo 
riches auaile not inthe day of 
wrath, Prou.11.4. Neither 
ſiluer nor gold ſhall be able to 
deliger inthe enill day,Zeph 

1.18, Whereas, if wiſaome 
entreth into thy heart , and 
knowledge delizhteth thy 
ſoule, they ſhall counſell-pre- 
ſerue thee , and wnderſtan- 
ding ſhall keepe thee, and de- 
luer thee from the enill way, 
Prog.2.10,11,12. There- 
tore,aboue all gettings,gct 


| nowiedge, aboue all mn- 


creaſings, 
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creaſings, grow in know- 
ledae, 2 Pet.3.18. 
Therefore make we tri- 
all of our knowledge whe- 
therit be rightly qualified; 
what vic thou makeſt of 
thy knowledge, and whe- 
ther thou docſt improue tt 
ro Gods glory, others be- 
nefit, and thine owne fal- 
uation. If thy knowledge 
be a barren and graccleſle 
knowledge; woe worth 
the time that euer thou 
kneweſt, for in ſome ſort 
it may be applied to thee, 
which the Preacher ſpeaks 
Eccle.1.18. Hethat increa- 
ſeth kaowledge , increaſeth 
ſorrow. For thou ſhalt be bea. 
ten with many ſtripes, Luke 
12.47.Confider theretore 
what life and power is in 
thy 
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thy knowledge. Many a- 
| bound in knowledge, but 
their knowledge1s lo weak 
and feeble, that itis vnable 
to withſtand any corrupti- 
on, orto keepe vnder any 
one {inne,in them. It is ſaid 
of the Thell: ilonians, That 
the Goſpell was wnto them 
not in mwegd onely , but in 
power, 1 Theſſ. 1.5. Would 
you know what 1s:meant 
by. power? Euenthat force 
wherwith God doth open 
the hearts of his: El:& ro 
belceue, and that ſtrength 
of theWord wherby they 
arc regenerate, and made 
new creatures. Hath thy 

| know ledge manifeſted any 

ſuch verrue, and power in 

thee 2 Thenit is a ſauins 

and {andtificd knowl: dec: 

elit 
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elſe bur a weak and ynpro- 
fitable knowledge. There- 
fore that for time to come 
thou mayeſt haue thy] | 
L knowledge more power- | 

full ro ſubdue thy corrup- 


| tions,obſerue theſe few di- | 
vi reions following. 
Ls I Firſt, conſider with thy | 


ſelfe wherefore God hath 
endued thee with know- 
, ledge; euen to make thee 
be to differ from others, in 
| $ thy life and praRtice, and 
{> that thou ſhouldeſt bee a| 
light vato others, Ph1l.2. 

| Phil.2.15,| 15, 16. That yee may bee 
'' _ blameleſſe and pure, and the 
| ſonnes of God without rebuke 

in the middeſt of a naughtie 
| and crooked nation, amongit 
| whom yee ſhine as lights 1m 
the world, holding forth the 

Word 


— ——— 


Saving Knowledge. 


II9 


their darkneſle,8 to guide 
and dire& thee, Againe, 
true light, as it hath light 


Word of life. Thy know: | 
ledge ſhould make thee 
a light. True light re- 
taines its light in whatſo- 
euer darknelle it ſhines ; ſo 
thy knowledge,if it be ſan- 
ified, will teach thee to 
gouerne thy ſelte,to looke 
to thine owne feet, and to 
dire thine owne wayes ; 
and if it fall out that thou 
beeſt caſt amongſt the chil. 
dren of darknefle,yer their 
darknefſe ſhall not be able 
to extinguiſh and pur out 
thy light, that is, make thee 
goe or doe againſt thy 
knowledge, but thy light 
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will bee able to dilcouer 


in it {c]fe, and retaines that 


lighr, 
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t Cor.12.7 
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light, not extinguiſhed by by 
others darkneſle, {o doth 
| it communicate l11ght to 0- 
| thers;wherſocuer it ſhines, 
others do or may partake 
of it, receiuing benefit by 
it, and comfort from it.So 
thy knowledge, if it bee 
fanRified , will tend and 
bend ir {elfe to theedifying 
of others. For the manife. 
[tation of the Spirit  giuen 
to every man to profit withal, 
I Cor.12.7. Euery good dif. 


x hath receined the gift,ill 
miniſter the ? ſame ef © ethers, 
I Pet. 4. 10, Looke tot 
therefore, thou haſt much 
:0qntwer tor,ywho haſt re. 
celued much knowledge, 
and cercainly, ifrhou doeſt 
not good with thy know 


—_ 


poſer of the grace of God, as| 


ledge, | 


— 
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Sauing Knowledge. : 


ledge,thou wilt doc harme 
with it : thy fin will be ex- 
emplary, thou wilt draw 
on others vnto euill, they 
taking heart and being em- 
boldned by thine exam- 
ple, as appeares, 1 Cor.8$. 
I0,11.Now how will thy 
knowledge doe good to 0- 
thers, if it doth thy ſclfe 
none 2 as it doth not if fin 
be as powerfull in thee, as 
it thou haddeſt no know- 
ledge. 

Secondly , thou muſt 
fide with thy knowledge 
againſt thy corruptions : 
What good will a {word 
doe to any man, if he take 
it not into his hand, & put 
ſtrength vntoir £ Help thy 
knowledge to fight againſt 
thy corruptions: take part 


with | 


| I'2I 


Rm | 
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x Pet.2.11 


Gen. 3949+ 


Sanins Knowledge. 
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with thy knowledge a. 
eainſt thy luſts which fight 
againſt thy ſoule,1 Pet.2.11, 
Thy luſts are too ſtrong 


of themſelues, adde not 
thou more ſtrength vato 
them , by yeelding vato 
them. When thy know. 
ledgetellerh thee that theſe 
and theſe things muſt not 
be, ioync iſlue with thy 
knowledge, and ſay as 72. 
ſeph did, How can I doe this 
enill, and finne agaiaſt God, 


Gen.39.9. I tcll rhee,itis a | 


grieuous cutillro {1n againſt 
knowledge, when a mans 
knowledge within crycs 
out ro the contrary : this 
will make bloudy wounds, 
and ſtrike deepe gaſhes one 
day into thy conicience. In 
the mean time thouart ina 


feare- 
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Sauing K nowledze. 


fearefull condition, if thou 
alloweſt thy ſelfe in the. 
practice of any one finne, 


ledge ; tor thou lyeſt open 
vnto any kind of impiety, 
yea to any error, euen vn- 
to Popery; for that perſon 
which denyeth the power 
of godlineſſe, will cafily 
be brought to torſake the 
profeſſion thereof: if one 
{1nnc loued and delighred 
in, be enough to pull aman 
from God to the Dcuill, 
yea, into hell, may it nor 
chen pull a man into Pope- 
ry © A wicked graceleſlc 
perſon is a fir piece of 
ſtuffe to make a Papiſt of. 
He that will not bee per- 


[waded, nor brought to 
leave his {inne for the truth 
G 2 lake, 


Hermes 


condemned by thy know-- | 


| I23 


— 


I24 


| 2 Pct.2.21 


Sanns Knowledge. 


ſake,will caſily be perſwa- 
ded ro leaue the: truth tor 
his finnes ſake. How much 
better had it been for ſuch 


4 one acuer to hauc known | 


the way of righteouſaeſle, 
than ts turne away from that 
holy commandement ginen 

vnto him ? 2 Pet.2..21. 
Thirdly, be inſtant and 
carneſt with the Lord in 
prayer, that he would ma- 
niteſt his power in thy 
weakneſlc, that he by his 
holy Spiric would conuey 
ſome lite and power into 
thy knowledge,that by the 
practice therof thou maiſt 
manifeſt the life of thy 
knowledge inal obedience 
and good conſcience. To 
this purpoſe David makes 
many petitions to the 
Lord, 


| 
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Lord, Pſal.119.88. Qnic- 
ken me according to thy bo. 
ume kindneſſe, [o (ball I keep 
the teſtimony of thy mouth, 
The Scribes and Phariſees 
knew the letter of the Lay, 
and were perfe&t in the 
Scriptures, but the Lord 
by his Spirit had not | 
raught them, and therfore 
there was no ſpirituall lite 
nor power In thetr know- 
ledge. Howſocuer they | 
boaſted of their know.- } 
ledge, and thought ſcorne | 
to be taught of others, yet 
their knowledge being bur 
a dtad knowledge, did'in- 
creaſe their indgementr , as 
appearcs by thoſe words 
of Chriſt, 1h.9.41. 1f yee 
were blmmd,ye ſhould not haue 
ſrnne,but now yee ſay, We ſee, 

| CG 3 there. | | 
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Faith, 


1 10h,q.16 


Faith. | | 


therefore your ſinne remai- 


neth. 


A ſecond Euidence 
| of Grace. 


TY next Euidence of 
Grace is Faith, which 
followeth Knowledge, as 
the frame dorlr the foun- 
dation ; for vurtil ſuch time 
as the minde be inlightned 
with the truth, no man 
can beleeue, There muſt 
be knowledge,orclſe there 
can beno faith : Wee haze 
knowne and beleeued, (aith 
Tohp, 

No man can belecue in 
Chriſt withour-che know- 
ledge of him, For how ſhall 


they beleeue in him,of whom 


they | 


{/- 


f 


q 
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Faith, 


they haue not heard ? Roms. 
10.14. 

\ Faith muſt needs be an 
euidence of grace, becauſe 
it 1s 2 ſpeciall and a princi- 
pal part and member ther- 
of : not the fountaine of all 


other graces (as ſome doe 


hold) nor the root, out of 


whichall fruits of ſanctitic 
doe ſpring. For the ſoulc 
muſt firſt be endued with 
the life of grace before it 
can belecue,vnlefle we wil 
lay, that faith may be in a 
gracelefle heart : which 
cannot bee, becauſe being 
regenerate and {anRified 
by the Spirit, we come to 
beleeue, and to reſt vpon 
the promiſe for the remil- 
[ton of finnes,and ſaluation 
by Ieſus Chriſt. Saint Paul 

G 4 calls 


| 


#K 


128 | | Faith. 


Gal.y.22, | calls Faith a fruit of the 
Spirit, by whom we are ſan- 
etfied, therefore it cannot 
| be the cfhcient cauſe of our 
ſanCification, Ir 1s true 
that Paul hath a paſlage 
tending that way, Ac.26 
I8, That they may receine 
foreineeſſe of ſinnes,and in- 
hzritance among them tha; 
are ſanttificd by faith ; but 
by the Word ſanCtified 
we are to vnderſtand the 
| fruit, notthe grace of fan- 
Qiftcation : we are dead in 
linnes, vatill ſuch time as 
WCe come to be quickned 
by the Spirit,7o4.6.3. Iris 
the Spirit which infuſerth | 
all diuine qualities into the 
{oule. The Apoſtle calleth 
them the fruits of the Sp:rit, | 
Gal. 5. 22, 23. Amongſt| 

which 
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Faith. 


which fruits, Faith is one 
of the principall, as that 
whichypurs a kinde of liuc- 
lihood into all. other gra- 
ces ; aud therefore after a 
ccrtaine maniier may bce 
ſaid roſantific vs: For ac- 
cording tothe ſtrength of 
faith, will be the power of 
other graces,, hope, louc, 
&c. It faith be weak, hope 
and loue cannot be ſtrong; 
little faith, lirtle hope, lit-1| 
tle lone ; no fairh,no hope, 
no loue ar all. Sorhar faith 
muſt needs be a ſound cui- 
dence of grace , for vntill 
ſuch time as the heart bee 
purified,and waſhed inthe 
lauer of regeneration, it 1s 
either Atheiſticall ro de- 
prauethe Word of God, 
by ' doubting of diuine 


A—— 
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G5 truths, 
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Faith. 
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truths, if not denyingthe , 
or elſe it is Sophuſticall to 
peruert and wreſt the 
Word, fo as oft-times 
bloud commeth our of it 
to choak 8& ſtrangle Gods 
people,in ſtead of milke to 
feed and nouriſh them. But 
if the heart be once ſanQti- 
fied by the Spirit, then is 
fairh wrought in vs, which 
doth further, and moreet- 
teQually cleanſe and puri. 
fie vs through the Word, 
Toh.15.3. Now becauſe as 


1 in the former euidence of 


grace, ſo mthis alſo many 
a manand woman is miſta- 
ken, the heart being ſo in- 
finitely dcceitfull ; it will 
bee no loſt labour to exa- 
minethe truth of our faith. 
For you muſt know that it 


15 


; 


__ 


Faith. 


is poſſible for a wicked 
and graceleſſe perſon to 
beleeue that Chriſt died 
for him, yea to die in a 
ſtrong perſwaſi6 of Gods 
loue and fauour, and ſo of 
his owne ſaluation. Hath 
not experience taught vs 
thus much 2 Whoſocon- 
dent, who ſo full of faith 
(if you will belecuerhem) 
as many vile wretches and 
graceleſle perſons £ They 
wonder what people mean 
to doubt of Gods loue, for 
their part they neuer , as 
yer,called it into queſtion. 
They thanke God they 
haue eucr had as ſtrong a 
faith as the beſt, & ſo they 
hope to continue. T his 1s 
cuident by examples in the 
Scripture. The Lord by 
the 


132 Faith. 
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the Prophet Jeremie ſpeaks c 
to the wicked Tews, which 

had polluted the Land 
with thcir whoredomes 
and malice, which had a | 
vvhores forc-head, and | 
' would not bee afhamed, 
laying, D1d'3t thou mat ſtill 
crie unto mec, Thou art my 
Father, andthe guide of my | | 
youth? Soinc Mica 3.11. | 
The Lord ſpeaking of cor- 
rupt Iudges, of mercenary 
Prieſts & merchandizing | 
Prophets, which ſect the| | 
Word to ſale, and pro-| 
phecie for money , ſaith, 
that | yet will they leane w/p0n 
the Lord and ſay, Is rot the 
Lord among vs? noeull can 
come pon Vs. By which it 
4ppzares, tlit wicked and 
gracclcſic people may bre | 
| CON- 


— 


41 Mica3.11. | 


— tC 
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Faith. 


confident of Gods fauour. 


How then may wee di. 
ſtinguiſh the faith of Gods 
children, from rhe pre- 
ſumption of vnbelecuers * 

There lyes agreatdiffe- 
rence betwixtthem. 


The firſt difference is 1n | 


the ground, out of which 
true faith ſprings, or the 
meanes by - vyhich it is 
wrought in belecuers. 
Trac faith 1s wrought 1n 
211 Gods children by the 
miniſtery of rhe Word, as 
Rom.10.17.Firſtthe Law 
conuncing vs, dilcoucring 
vnto vs our fins, Rom.7.9. 
thewing vs both the na- 
rure & the danger of them, 
and our miicry into which 
linac hath plunged vs; and 


not onely io, but an veter 


impol- | 
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Rom.10o.17 
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Faith. 


AR2.37. 


impoſſibility of our ſclues, 
either to {atisfic the 1uſtice 
of God for the leaſt tranſ. 
reſion, or to bee freed 
trom that wrath 8 venge- 4 
ance which hangs ouer our 
head, by reaſon of our ſtns, 
The conſideration where- 
of terrifying and afflicting 
a poore inner, makes him 
to Cry our as the Tews did, 
Att.2.37.What ſball I doe 
Then commeth in the 
Goſpell, the Word of 
comfort, and the meſlage 
of reconciliation , which 
diſcouers and preſcribes a 
remedie, whereby a poore 
ſinncr may be brought in- 
to fanour with God, and 
accepted with him, come | 
our of the ſnares of the De- ' 
uil], and be freed from th | 


Cric i 
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Faith. 


curſe and malediction of 
the Law;and thar is,by re- 
cciuing of the Lord Chriſt, 
in whom all the promiſes of 
God are yea and Amen. 
And by whom wee hane re- 
demption through his bluud, 
enen the forgineneſſe of ſins, 
Epheſ.1.7. Whereupon he 
begins ro hunger and thirſt 
after Chriſt, ſceing, and 
knowing no other way,no 
other meanes whereby he 
may be ſaued, or haue his 
{pirituall wants ſupplicd. 
As the prodigall ſaw no 
meanes of comfort, bur 
ſtarue he muſt, vnleſle hee 


get home againe, and bce 
receiued into his farhers 
family ; ſo the poore (1n- 
ner knowes his foule will 
ar if he get not into 

Chriſt ; 


| 


| 


OC —_————_— 
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Faith. 


| Chriſt ; whereas the faith 


Chriſt; and therefore hee 
labours to bee made one 
with Chriſt;his foulc hun-- 
gers and thirſts afcer no- 
thing ſo muchas Chriſt:all 
the world is. dung vnto 
him- in compariſon of 
Chriſt.Ohthat he may be 
found in Chriſt : to liue or 
die, Chriſt is all in all vnto 
him ; hce layes hold vp- 
on his righteouſneſſc, and 
ſhrowdshimſcltc for com- 
fort vnder his wings: and 
as Toab laid hold vpon the 
hcras of the Altar,ſaying, 
I will die: heere, 1 Kin2.2. 


30. Sothe poore belceuer | 


layes hold vponthe Lord. 
Chriit, reſteth onely vpon 
Chriſt, and if he,periſh,he 
will periſh at the feer of. 


"on 


oub@ce eaooas 
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| | of vnbelecuers and hypo- 
crites ariſeth either our of 
their education, common 
[[lumination,or from ſome 
vaine perſiwaſion of ſome 
good in themſclucs, for 
which they are pcr{ [waded 
God loucs them, or clic 
' hee would neuer hauc be- 
ſtowed ſo much vpon 
; them, haue done theſe or 
| theſe things for them. So 
thar their faith is no other 
than a faithlefle c6fhdence, 
a vaine preſumption, or 
| lome Saranicall ;lluſion, 
| neucr wrought in them by 
the Lord Chriſt, the Au- 
thor and finiſher of our faith, 
Heb.12.2. by the miniſtry 
of his Word. For they 
werencuer throughly hii- 
bled, or if they were, it 
was 
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Faith. 


was but for a while,a little 
Sermon-ficke , their con. | 


{ciences — while 
the Word was deliuered 
vnto them,and no longer ; 


IF this mans faith had bin | 


begun, or hee begotten a- 
2ain of the Word of God, 
1s a new borne babe hee 
would more and more de- 
lire it, that hee might grow 
thereby, 1 Pet.2.2. tor wee 
arenouriſthed with thar,by 
which wee are begotten : 

bur he finds no ſweernefle, 

rakes notrue content 1n the 
W ord, any further than he 
is ſenſible of ſome art or 
ſome nouclric in the ſame, 
which doth aftc& and de- 
lighr him. Tell mce then 
thou thar boaſteſt or pre- 


ſumecſt ſo much of thy 
faith) 


————_— 


| Faith. 


fairhjhow thou diddelt at- 
taine vnto it, when it was 
firſt wrought in thee; 
which it thou canſt nor, 
thou haſt iuſt cauſe to fear, 
thy faith is bur thy fancic. 
Heere a queſtion will 
fall in very fit to beanſwe- 
red, and that is, whether 
euery one that belceueth 
can tell when or how tairh 
was wrought in him * 
This ſcruple and ſcruti- 
ny hath trouble many a 
deare childe of God, who 
hath beene ready to que- 
ſtio thetruth of their faith, 
becauſe they cannot pre- 
ciſely lay downe the time 
when, or the meancs how 
faith was wrought inthe, 
For their education and 
bringing vp was alwayes 
godly 


Faith, | 

odly and religious ; from | 
their child-hood they haue| 
entertained the Word of 
God; rhcy haue alwayes | 
borne a good will to god- 
lincſſe, and loucd the pro. 
teſſours of rhe truth, al- 
waics approued of the beſt 
things, and therefore que- 
ſtion the truth of faith and 
graccinthem. For the c6- 
tort of tuch, let me firſt of 


all rel chem,that if all were | 


not well,rwenty to one the 
Deuil would not be {o bu- 
(1: with them, to perplex 
& trouble them with theſe 
ptous fearcs & holy doub- 
tings. We {cldome heare 


| or reade of any but the 
| Lords people, thar hauc 


; theſe troubles, or that put 


theſe doubts & queſtions. 
But 


| 


| | 
| 


/ 


Faith. 


Zur for the ſatisfying of 
thy ſcruple; conſider firſt 
\kar Chriſt ſaid to Nico. 
| dempus, Ioh.z. 8. The wind 
| blowetb where it liſteth, &c. 
[The meaning of which 
\words, is tO each vs that 
| the operations of grace are 
| fomerimes, as it were, hid 
 |from the regenerate them- 

| {clues , neirher knowing 

[he time when. they. firſt 
| [beganto work, nor whece 
| | they ſprung, nor to what 

| meaſure they will grow. | 

| Therefore though ' thou 
\canſt -not rell by what 
'meancs, or at what rime 
jehe Spirir of God com- | 
{meth into thine heart, or | 
howar firſt, its quickning 
and ſanctifying prelence 
 gaueſpirituall ifeyntothy 

| foule : 


IIS 
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loh.3.8. 
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Pbil.3 9, 
10s 


ſoule : yet bleſſed and hap- 
pie is thy codition, if thou 
now 'findeſt faith to: bee 
wrought in thee , which 
thou mayeſt be aſſured of, 
if thou findeſt thy ſoule 
enlightned with the fauing 
knowledge and vnderſtan- 
ding of the truth, if thou 
haſt been abafed and hum- 
bled vnder the hand of 
God, inthe fight and ſenſe 
of thy vaworthineſle, and 
it thou prizeſt Chriſt a- 
boue all the world, labou- 
ring to winne him,and de- 
firing to be found in him, 
not hating thine owne righ- 
teorſneſſe, but that which « 
through the faith of Chriſt, 
euen the righteouſueſſe which 
is of God through faith,Phil. 


7 FSR 


3-9,10. But if thou findeſt 
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| Faith. 


{not theſe to bee in thee, 
|rhen thou mayeſt well 
| queſtion the truth of thy 
faith. 

A ſccond difference lies 
in the fruits and effects of 
faich:W here grace is, faith 
| workes by lone, Gal.5.6. A 
heart knowing and belce- 


done for it, cannot but /ove 
much, Luke. 47. being lo 
| dearely heloued. And this 
| lone of God workes the 
[Heart to a hatred of all 
|things diſpleaſing vnto 
| God, Pſal.97.10.and to a 
practice of that which he 
P—_ Pſal.26.3. Thy 
| loving kinaneſſe ts " before 
mine eyes, therefore haue I 
walked in thy truth. Wher- 
as the faith of the vnrege- 
nerate 


uing what the Lord hath' 


2 


Gal. 5.6 


Pſa.97. 10. 


Pſalans.3. 


Faith. 
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Pal 85.8. 


nerate works no change in 
him, makes him no better 
than hee was, vnleſle it bee 
in ſhew and appearance, 
Confidence of Gods loue 
emboldens him to wicked- 
neſſe,and makes him to fin 
more and more, as Jer.3. 
4, 5. rather then abate ſin 
in him. Certainly, if cuer 
the Lord ſpeake peace to 
thy ſoule through Chriſt, 
hee will fo inflame thine 
heart with the loue of his 
truch, his Image, his ordi- 
nances, that thefe will ſo 
take vpthy hearr,that thou 
ſhalt pot turne azaine mo 
exill, ſal. 85.8. 

Thirdly and laſtly,faith 
in the regenerate makes 
the heat to ſtoope to 
Chriſts Scepter, to heare 


| hi 
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his voice and follow him.Tt is 
faith which appreheds the 
authority an C——_ 
which Chriſt hath ouer vs; 
and approues of the holi- 
nes 8& goodnes of his C6- 
mandements, 8 ſo inclines 
the heart vnto a willing 
and cheerefull obedience. 
Whereas the hypocrites 
faich doth embolden him 
vnto liberty, it makes him 
looſe and licentious, laying 
all ypon Chriſts back, ſay. 
ing, Chriſt dyed for vs,his 
bloud ſhall cleanſe vs, &c. 
Let the Miniſters of Chriſt 
lay what they can,threaten 
what they wil,they are re- 
{olued ro hold on, they 
will not ſhift one foot, nor 
ſtir any furrher than they 
liſt, Let judgements bce 
H 


_ 


| 245 | 


Ioh.10.27. 


threat. | 


Faith. 


Heb.3 +12» 


threatned againſt them, 
threatned folke (they ſay) 
live long ; they can laugh 
in their ſlecues atthe zeale | | 
of Gods ſeruants;no more | | 
moued, or remoued with | | 
a Sermon, than with the 
wagging of a ſtraw. Oh| | 
take heed therefore, that | 
thou beeſt not decciued in 
the truth of thy faith:Thou 
mayeſt haue a great deale 
of carnall confidence, and 
bold preſumption, and yet 
n0t one dram of true {a- 
uing faich, Take heed, bre- 
thren, leſt at any time there 
be in any of you ax enil heart, 
and wnfaithfull, to depart 4- 
way from the liging God. Do 
not thinke that thy com- 
ming to Church, thy hea- 
ring of Chriſt preached, 
and | | 
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and recetuing of the Sacra- 
ments, are infallible cui. 
dences of true faith ; for 
many thouſands who take 
vp their religion vp truſt, 
and take themſclues to be 
ſound beleeuers, haue their 
hearts fraught with vnbe- 
liefe, their faith being no 
better, nay,fcarce ſo good 
as the faith of deuils, for 
they tremble at the power 
& diſpleaſurc of the Lord, 
whereas theſc are not once 
rouched, nor any thing at- 
fected therewith. And this 
ſhall ſuffice to haue ſpoken 
of faith, the ſecond Eut- 
dence of true Grace. 


A third Enidence of Grace. 
Ow TI come to the 
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Grace, and that is the {ub- 
duing of our Luſts,and the 
conquering of our corrup- 
tions. This 1s meant by 
thoſe words of Paul, I beat 
downe my body, and bring it 
into ſubiettion.By body the 
Apoſtle doth meanthe old 
ma,fin 8& corruptio,which 
doth luſt againſtthe ſpirit. 
All ſuch as are truly regc- 
nerate, by the quickning 
power of the Spirit, are 
lanifed (as was ſaid bc- 
fore)in all the faculries of 
their ſoules,& members of 
their bodies : not only in- 
lightned in their indge- 
ments to diflike that which 
is euill, but their hearts al- 
lo are ſet againſt ir. They 


know that all ficſhly luſts 


doe fight againſt their 
ſoules, 
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ſoules, and therefore the 
maintaine open warre with 
them, and willnot yeeld 
any voluntary obedience 
or {ubieRion vnto them, 
Grace cinot ſtid with the 
regiment of fin. For as Pay/ 
ſaith,Sinne (ball not haue do- 
minion ouer you, for yee are 
not under the Law, FA Un 
der Grace. Howlocuer the 
Lord (to checke the ſecu- 
rity, preſumprion, pride, 
{elfe-conceitednefle, & vn- 
thankfulneſle of his chil- 
dren)may for a while leaue 
them vnto themſclues, and 
with-draw (as it were ) 
the powerfull preſence of 
his grace, wherby corrup. 
tion may buſtle, ſwell, yea 
and breake forth alſo, yet 
by -the power of grace, 


H 3 
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they ſhall bee brought a- 
gaine to miſlike, and con- 
demn themſelues for thoſe 
euils wherewiththey haue 
beene ouer-taken, and cric 
out with Paul, O wretched 
man that I am, who ſhall de. 
liner me from the body of this 
death ! Therefore the A- 
nabaptiſts and others are 
foully miſtaken, who hold 
thatafter the workof grace | 
is once truly wrought in a 
man, ſinne hath no being 
in him that is regenerate: 
for you muſt know thar in 
euery one that 1s regene- 
rate,there is fleſh as well as 
the Spirit: in cuery faculty 
there is grace inclining the 
hearttogoodnes;and there 
is corruption like a back- 
byas, drawing it the con- 


| 
trary | 


i. 
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trary way. For grace and 
| corrupt1o 1n euery regene- 
rate perſon(as Iacob and E- 
ſau did ftrine in Rebeccaes 
womb )are euermore ſtrug- 
ling and ſtriuing one with 
the other:yea,there is aC0- | 
tinu?l]l war betwixt them, 
as was between the Houle 
ot David and the Houſe of 
Saul ; but as the Houſe of 
Dauid waxed ftronzer, and 
the Houſe of ,Saul weaker : 
Sofares it betweene Grace 
& corrupti6;the fleſh may 
ſtriuc,bur the Spirit ouer- 
comes:for by vertue of ha- 
biruall grace infuſed, the 
willis ſo ſanctified, the af- 
feftions are ſo rectified, 
the heart is ſo purified, as 
the whole man reſtgnes vp 
himſclfeto beat Gods ſer- 
H 4 wice,| 
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uice, imbraceth a holy and 
a heauenly life, as the only 
true comfort and ſound 
happineſſe,and deſires and 
els {oto hold on;cuen 
vnto the end. Thereforc 
they are groflely deceiued, 
who hold that aftcr the 
work of grace is wrought 
inthe heart of Gods chil- 
dren, the will hangs like a 
beame vpon the ballance, 
equally inclining to one 
hand as well as tothe o- 
ther: A foggie and-a mi- 
ſtie errour contrary to the 
current of the Scriptures, 
which teach vs that arcge- 
nerate perſon labours to 
keepea good Conſcience in 
all things; defiring to lige 
honeſily,as Heb.13.1$.That 
perſon in whom the work 
of | 


_— 


_ 


Subdning of Luſts. 
of grace is wrought, de- 
ſires and endeudurs to be 
cucxmore furniſhed with 
the Panoply, the compleat 
armour of God, that1o he 
may ſtand faſt, reſiſt the 
Deuwil, 8 beableto quench 
all the ficry darts of the 
wicked : The ſtrength and 
bent of his wil and affe&ti- 
ons are for Godand good- 
nefle ; he chuſeth holineſle 
with a full purpoſe and re- 
{olution to walke in itz he 
turnes from his former 
cuils with a deteſtation of 
them, he leaues them with 
a reſolution neuer to take 
them vp againe- As Z- 
phraim ſaid, Hof. 14. 8. 
What hane I to doe any more 
with Idols ? So ſaith he of 
lis old courſes and com- 

H5 pant 
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Pſa.219. 5. 


panions, Away from mee, 
and as Chriſt to Peter, Get 


. | thee behinde me, thou art an 


offence onto me, Matth.16. 
23. Hedaily prayes, and 
cries earneſtly to God for 
ſtrength againſt corrupti- 
on, and wiſheth, 0 that my 
wayes were ſo directed to ke 
thy Statutes continually! Pſa, 
119.5. Heis not for God 
to day, and the Deuill to 
morrow,he is no morning 
Saint, and cucning Deuill: 
but deſires and endeuours 
to walke before the Lord 
14n all pleaſing, and to 
ferue him in holineſſe and 
righteouſnefſle all the daics 
| of his life, Well then, 
[if the caſe ſo ſtandeth, 
conſider with thy ſelfe, 
what combare thou doeſt 
daily 
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corruptions. Doeſt thou de. 


cerning the inner man © as 
Rom. 7. 22. though thou 
feeſt another law in thy mem. 
bers rebelling againſt the law 
of thy minde. Are thy fai- 
lings matter of daily hu- 
miliation vnto thy toule 7 
Doſt rhou finde and feele 
that nothing vnder the Sun 
doth more ſting and pierce 
thy heart,thanto be at = 
time ouertaken with paſſ- 
ons, or carried away with 
the {winge of any corrup- 
tions, againſt thy godly 
purpoſe and holy refolut- 
ons? Why then,cheere vp 
thy drooping ſpirits ; the 
Lord by the power of his 
gracchachrake poſleſſio of 


thee: 
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daily maintaine againſtthy 


light inthe Law of God,con- | 
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thee: for nothing but grace 
is ableto keepe the loue of 


{in out of the heart,though 


peraduenture (as was tou- 
ched in the beginning ) 
ſome other thing may for 
a while keepe it out of thy 
hand: Ciuility and hypo- 
crifie may a little ſnib in, 
or bid 1t for a while to 
ſtand afide and giue way 
to better things, but it 15 


only grace rhart ſtrikes this | | 


Goliah dead,and takes off his 
head.1It is only grace which 
Cures a {oulc- Fa ſinner of 
thoſe diſeaſes, which by 
-| {finne hee hath contracted 
vato himſclte; as only 7or. 
| 4an,abouc al other waters, 
could heale Naamgn of his 
leproſie. Now leſkany one 
| ME bring hifelke in- 


to 
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to a fooles paradiſe, and 
pleaſe himſelfe with an o- 
pinion of his owne good- 
neſſe, becauſe of the aba- 
ting of ſome finne, or the 
laying downe of ſome baſe 
carriage, which formerly 
hee had taken vp : ler him 
know that there is a maine 
difference between the for- 
ſaking of fin, in 8 through 
the ſtrength of grace, and 
any other by-reſpect what. 
ſocuer. 

Corruption is kept vn- 
der in a gracious heart, 
meerely in loue to God, 
and hatred of ſinne, as Ho- 
ſea ſpeakes of rhoſe thax 
ſhall bee conuerted ynto 


Lord and his goodneſſe, Hof. 
3-5; Though naturally 


thou 


God , They ſhall feare the 


Hoſca 3.5. 


| 
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thou mayeſt loue this or 
that ſinne more than ordi. 
nary, yet grace will helpe 
thee to abhor and loarh it: 
a better cuidence of grace 
cannot be, then when the 
heart is ſet againſt irs old 
loue; for it muſt needs bea 
ſupernaturall power , and 
the worke of grace, which 
moues any to diſlike and 
loath that euill which na- 
turally he loues. W hercas 
in the hypocrite ſ{inne is 
{omtime forſaken, becauſe 
{inne hath left him, he hath 
no meanes of committing 
it ; or cl{c he forbeares ſin, 
as many a fearful dog doth 


' meat in the platter, becauſe 


of the whippe or cudgell 
that is held ouer him: So 
the hypocrite lones his | 

credit, 


— 
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credit, louecs his purſe. loues 
his skin, it may may bee; 
and therfore, leſt the com- 


hee lingers after , ſhould 
make a flaw, or a hole or 
rent in him, hee forbeares 
the committing of it.Exa- 
mine thy heart therefore 
in this particular, what 
mooues thee to forbeare 
thy ſin? what is the ground | 
of that divorce vvhich 
ſeemes to be betwixt thee 
and thine old loue-r If any 
thing in the world but 
grace, thou art in a bad 
condition, whatſocuer is 
become of thy linne. 

Art thou one whoſe 
heart likes well of finne, 
| though thou canſt not, or 
darc{t not commit it 2 Art 
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mitting of ſome ſin,which |: 


thou 
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{ed the Lord and Abieaz!, 


thou one, who when thou 
art conuinced of,or repro- 
ucd for any failings, thy 
hearr riſerh againſt the re- 
buke, {though for thy cte- 
dit or profit ſake thou ſce- 
meſt ro welcome,& thank. 
fully to entertaine that re- 
proofe?I tel thee, thou art 
in a dangerous condition: 
thou haſt but weake and 
ſlender euidence of grace, 
if any at all. For where 
true grace is, there (how- 
ſocuer,(as was ſaid before) 
for a time in a paſſion or 
tentation, corruption may 
preuaile)will be a welcom. 


| ming of the meanes, and 


helpes that may keepe vs 


from falling into fin,as ap- 


peares in David, who bleſ- 


for 


: | — 
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for the good cofiſel which 
(hee gaue him , there allo 
the heart will bleed, & the 
tongue will freely againſt 
it ſelke acknowledge the 
fouleneſle of thoſe ſins he 
hath committed. 

Know moreouer , that 
the nature of grace 1s ro 
ſtrike at ail finne,great and 
i{mall, whether more or 
| | lefleprofitable & plcafing, 
' | as P/al. 119. 104. There- 
| | fore I hate all the wayes of 
falſhood. A gracious heart 
is ſer for the glory of God 
in all things, in all places, 
at all times : he labours to 
ſhun all things diſpleaſirg 
to God, or grieuous to his 
Spirit , .makes conſcience 
not only of open, bur ſc- 
cret ſins”, not onely of 
grofle 


OT 
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groſſe and foule , bur of | 
the leaſt cuils , not onely 
murder,but heart-burnin 

or enuie, not only of blaſ 
phemie and periury, foule. 
mouthed ſins, bur of thoſe 
that ſeeme more faire, as 


faith and troth,8&c.So that 


their Catholics for the 
purging out of cuery pec- 
cant humour : ſo grace is a 
Catholike expeller & pur- 
ger of all knowne f1nnes, 
whereas hypocrites and 
double-minded men re- 
prefle ſinne bur in part,and 
that very partially rooznot 
out of any hatred they 
beareto ſinne, but becauſe 
of ſome cuill conſequent 
which waits vpon ſin. He 
keepes one iinne or other 


_— — — 


cloſe, 


Subauing of Luſts. 


DR —— 


cloſe,one hole in his heart 
tor ſome baſe luſt or 0- 
ther, one Dalila or darling 
ſinne he hath, from which 
he will not be dinorced, as 
if Godand men muſt giuc 
him Jeaue in ſome thing to 
take his libertie ; hee hath 
one {tn whichal the world 
ſhall not bring him 0:7 of 
I>1e withall, much leſle to 
leaue, and to forſake it. But 
let al ſuch know, that God 
will none of their patchr 
holinefſe and piece-meale 
reformation ; as good ne. 
uer a whir,as neuer the bet- 
ter. All ſuch will one day 
bee confounded, vvhich 
haue not a reſpect vnto all 
Gods Commandements, 
Pſal.119.6. 


A 
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Obedicce 
to Gods 
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A fourth Enidence of Grace, 


Fourth Euidence of 

Grace, is obedience 
vnto the wil of God. The | 
Lord by his Propher tells 
vs.that thoſe which are ta-| 
ken into couenir with him, 
(hall haue his Spirit put 1n- 
to them, and he will cauſe 
them to walk 7 71 his ky 4 AHIES, 
to keepe his indgements, and 
dve them. Hence it is that 
the Apoſtle ſayes, Wee are 
elett through ſanttification of 
the Spirit unto obedience, 
L, Pet.1.2.Vntained obedi- 
ence vnto the wil of God, 
is the character of a graci- 
ous heart, tor vntill ſuch 
time as grace hath ſeaſo- 
ned & ſanRified the heart, 
little or no obedience will 
appeare 


| 
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| | appeare in the life and con- 
{ uerſarion. Heartic obedi- 
| ence doth diſtinguiſh a 
| ſound hcart from : an hy- 

pocrite. To abound in 
knowledge, to haue a 
torme of godlineſſe, to be 
forward in the outward 
profcilis of thetruth,& to 
partake ofthe Sacraments, 
make no eflentiall difte- 
rence berwixt a gracious 
and a graceleſie heart : To 
obey fro the heart that forme 
of dodtrine which is deline- 
red, isa {ure marke ro di- 
{tinguiſh the one trom the 
other: Not the hearers of the 
Law arc inſt before God, but 
the doers of the Law ſhall bee 
tuſtified, Rom.2.13 .It is not 
Lord, Lord thenaked per- 
formance of holy durics, 
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which will bring vs vnto 
heauen;it is obedience,T he 
doing of the will of a Fa- 
ther(layes Chriſt) w ich ts 
in heauen, Matth.7.21. Bee 
ye doers therfore of the Word, 
not hearers oncly, deceining 
your ſelues, Iam.1.22. All 
knowledge (as hath beene 
{aid before) without obe- 
dience, is in Gods eſtceme 
no better than ignorance: 
He that ſaith,I know him, & 
keepeth not his Commanadc- 
ments,is 4 yer and the truth 
is not in him, 1 Tohn2. 4. 
Grace reacheth a man to 
reduce his knowledge into 
practice: for by the power 
and ſtrength of grace the 
wil of man is made wil- 
ling to obey God in all 
things,ſothar it wil be our 

meat 
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meat and drinke to doe the 
will of our heauenly Fa- 
ther. Here {ome will be 
ready to cry our, and ſay, 
that by this doctrine wee 
deſtroy the liberty of mas 
will, aad turne it into a 
meere neceſſity. But they 
ſpeakthey know not whar. 
For when we afftirme that 
by the power of grace 
mans wil becomes willing 
to obey, this is not to take 
away or deſtroy, but ra- 
ther to reRifie rhe liberty 
of our will, which conſiſts 
not in an vnſtable change- 
ablenefle ro bend eucry 
way, butina ſettled and 
firme rcloluti6 inal things 
to doe that which God re- 
quireth. When the will 
by the power of grace 
doth 
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doth picch vpon Gods wil, 
adheres vnto it with a re- 
ſolution not to ſwarue fr 
it, is the will then compel. 
led, or the libertie thereof 
violated £ No wiſe man 
dares ſo ſay, I ſuppoſe. 
When Daxid ſaid, I will 
keepe thy Statutes,Pſal.119, 
8. And againe, I w:{l de. 
lizht in thy Word, verl.16, 
And againe, 1 have choſen 
the way of thy truth,ver.30, 
And againe, 1 will run the 
way of thy Commandements, 
when thou ſhalt enlarge my 
heart, vcrl. 32. was heere 
any violence, or compul. 
{19n offered vato Danids 
will : Or was Dauids will 


Plal 86.11 knit his heart unto him, that 


moucd vnwillingly, when 
hee intreated the Lord to 


' he 
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he might feare his Name ? 
No,no: this deſire and ho- 
ly reſoluti6 of Dauidpro- 
ceeded from the truth of 
grace infuſed into his hart; 
after which infuſton, the 
will inclines it felfe moſt 
willingly and cheeretully, 
to obey the will of God. 
Doe wee not pray daily, 
Thy will be done on earth 4s 


uenly {pirits obey willing- 
ly,cheerctully,conſtantly, 
hauing neither will nor 
power to diſobey. How 
ſo 2 are their wills mana- 
cled and fertered 7 or is it 
a wrong vnto them, that 
they can doe no other ? 
Surely no, for rhe power 
and ſtrength of grace in 
them, will giue them no 
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it is in heauen ? Thoſe hea- + 
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leaue to doe R_ 
This obeying 
God,is perfect liberty 
freedome ; and ir is the 
Lo x », by theworke of 
grace in our hearts, which 
muſt make vs thus free. 
Now becauſean hypocrite 
want race , may goe || 
far nent hag | 
it will be very requiſite to | | 
lay downe ſome differen- 
ces berwixt that obedience 
which is performed by the | 
powerfull worke of grace, 
and that which is done vp- 
on outward & by-relpetts: 


| For you muſt know that | 


an hypocrite may goe far 
in outward obedience. Did 
not Cain offer ſacrifice as 
well as Abel ? Did nor A- 
hab humble himſelte at the 


hearing 
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well as Hezekiah ? in ſome 
particulars Ahab out.ſtrip- 
d Hezekiah, for he rent 
1s cloaths, he faſted, and 
lay in fack-cloth, which 
adts of humiliationare not | 
reported of _—_— Did 
not /ehu beſtir himſelfe in | 
fulfilling the commande- 
ments of God Did not 
Indas preach * Was not 
Simon Magus baptized ? 
Did not Ananias and Sa- 
phira (ell their poſſeſſions, 
and lay them downe at the 
Apoſtles feet, A&Z.5.1, 2. 
And many other inſtances 
there may be brought, to 
| proue how far hypocrites 
may wade in outward obe- 
dience: therefore outward 
obedience and conformity 
I 2 is 


hearing of rhreatnings, as | 
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is no infallible euidence of 

true grace. Wherein then | 
lyeth the difference * In 
theſe particulars . 

Firſt, true grace aymes 
atthe whole will of God, 
it teacheth a man to walke 
in all Gods Commande- 
ments. As it is ſaid of Za- 
chary and Elizabeth, Luke 
k1.6. They walked in all the 
Commadements of God with. 
out reproofe.Pſa.119.5,6.0 
that my wayes were diretted 
to keepe thy Statntes , then | 
ſhould I not be confounded, 
when I haue reſpett wnto all 
thy Commandements ! For 
hethat is bound to one, 15 
bound vntoall ; and he that 
offendeth 132 one, is guiltie of 
all, Iam. 2. 10. Whereas 
counterfcir grace picks and 


culls 


— 
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culls out heere and there, 
ſuch precepts as ſtand with 
caſe or profit. It will boaſt 
with Saxl, and ſay, T haue 
fulfilled all the Commande. 
ments of Godzyet Agag muſt 
liuc,and rhe fatteſt of the cat. 
tell muſt be ſpared : Wher- 
upon Samweltold him,that 
hee had not obeyed the 
voyce of the Lord, 1 Sam. 
15.19. For to ſay truth, he 
that wiltully and of pur- 
poſe breakes any one of 
Gods Lawes, cannot bee 
laid ro keepeany of them, 
becauſe he keeps them not 
of conſcience; for if hee 
made conſcience of one, 
he would make conſcience 
of all. If Tehu_his obedi- 
ence and zeale had beene 
ſound,jit would haue beene 

I 3 manui- 
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Pſal. 206.3 


manifeſted in the pulling 
downe of Teroboams calues, 
as well as Ahabs Baal , but 
his ſuffering of the one diſ- 
couered his obedience and 
zeale to bee vnſound, and 


counterfeit in the other. | 


Againe, a gracious heart 
labors to obey at all times, 
in all places, & in all com- 
pany. Hee will not for 
feare or flattery go againſt 
Gods precepts. Ir rs not 
profit, or pleaſure, that 
ſhall draw him vnto cuill, 
for he reſolues and labours 
to Joc righteoulneſle at all 
times, Pſalm.106.3. Gods 
Commandements are not | 
grieuous , but delightfull 
vnto him : and therefore 
23S it is faid of Hezekiah, 
2 King.18.6, He cleaues to 


the 
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the Commandements of God, 
and departeth not from them. 
Whereas the obedience of 
the hypocrite is like vnto 
Ephraims, Hoſea 7. 8. As a 
cake on the hearth not tur. 
xed,halte baked. His good- 
nes is as the morning dew, 
dryed vp; for he 
ers not his delight on the 
Almighty, 1b 27.10.nct- 
ther ſecketh he to God at 
all times. 

Bur doe not the beſt of 
Gods children ſometimes 
halr intheir obedience ? 

Yes, for in many things 
we ſin al, Iam.3.2.Grace is 
but imperfect in the beſt 
of Gods children,and cor. 
ruption in the vnregene- 
rate part, keeps downeroo 
often, & hinders the work 
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Auſw. 
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of grace: not that corrup- 
tion 1s of it ſclfe ſtronger 
than grace,it God will put 
to hus ſtrength : for this 
were to make God weaker 
than man, and the fleſh 
ſtronger thanthe ſpirir;bur 
becauſe if Godat any time 
leaue vs to our ſelues, or 
neuer ſolittle withdrawes 
the power of his Spirit,wc 
are more inclined to fol. 
low the {infull motions of 
our corrupt fleſh, than rhe 
holy and gracious inclina- 
tions of the Spirit of God: 
For it Adam in his inno- 
cencie, when he knew no 
euill, being left but a while 
vato himſelte , and wan- 
ting the efhcacious pre- | 
lence & aſſiſtance of Gods | 
grace, was ſo quickly, ſo | 


caſily | 


| 


% 
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ealily drawne to fin; much 
more the corrupted chil. 
dren of ſinful parents, who 
are but in part ſanctifed, 
and haue too much affiniry 
with fin,are eaſily brought 
to diſobey God.it he help 
vs not with his Spirit a- 
gainſt the motions of fin, 
and back vs againſt all ten. 
tations and prouocations 
to diſobedience. For you 
muſt know, that God is 
not alwayes alike preſcnt 
with his children, but in 
great wildome withdraws 
trom them ſometimes that 
effetuall preſence of his 
race, whichatorther times 
Fe affords them, and that 
for theſe and ſome other 
cauſes. 
Firſt of all, ro ſhew vs 
I 5 our ! 
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our owne inſtability and 
weakneſle, how vnable we 
are of our ſclues to ſtand 
any longer than we are vp- 
held offim. If hee takes 
from vs his Spirit,as ſome. 
times he took the wheeles 
from Pharaohs charrets, 
duwne wee fall preſently. 
How quickly did Petey fal, 
being left vnto himlelfe ? 

Secondly,the Lord doth 
this, to humble and abaſe 
vs, to cut our combes, and 
to coole our courage, who 
are ready tothinke too iol- 
lily of our ſelues, and ro 
li vpour ſelues aboue our 
brethren,as Peter did,who 
tells.Chrift that he would 
ſtick faſt vnto him,though 
the reſt of the Apoſtles 
ſhould flinch, and fall off 


from 
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from him; butthey ſtand, 
when he falls to his grea- 
ter ſhame and deeper hu. 
miliation. 

Thirdly,the Lord doth 
this, ro make vs the more 
watchfull ouer our (clues : 
that we be not too bold or 
{ecure,8& ſo through ſelfe- 
confidence and carnal pre- 
ſumprion ruſh vpon occa- 
ſions, and tentations vnto 
euill , as Peter did , who 
would needs aduenture in- 
to the High Prieſts Hall, 
in confidence of his owne 
ſtrength, where (being left 
vnto himſclfe) he fell moſt 
ſhamefully and foully, a- 
boue the reſt of the Apo- 
{tles, who durſt not be ſo 
foole-hardy, as to plunge 
themſclues into danger, 

when 
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when they might keepe 

out, 
Fourthly,the Lord doth 

this, to bring them cloſer 


vnto him, by continuall & 
earneſt prayer for the aſh. 
ſtance of his grace, that he 
would ſtand by them, that 
he would not leaue them 
nor forſake the. Thechild 
when it hath caught a fall, 
through ſelfe-confidence, 
or Jetting goe its hold of 
the mother,oh how it will 
cling to the mother, how 
faſt it wil gripe her finger, 
leſt being lefr vnto it ſclfe, 
ittall againe ! 

Fifthly, the Lord doth 
this,to worke in vs a ten- 
der-heartedneſſe, & com- 
pathonare feeling of our 
brothers trailry and weak- 
neſle, 


——_—_ —— een 
- 


| 


_ — _—_— 


| fallen into a finne , but that 


Sound Obedience. 


neſſe,that we do not beare 
our heads too highly ouer 
him,looke too bigly vpon 
him, if his toot hath flipr, 
and hee by occaſion hath 


we labour to reftore him, 
or {et himin againe (as the 
word imports, Gal. 6. 1.) 
with the Spirit of meekneſſe, 
conſidering our ſelues, be- 
ing of the ſame metall and 
making ; who either haue 
or may inthe like manner | 
be tempted as our brother 
hath beene, 

Sixthly and laſtly, that 
{owe may loue the Lord 
the more for reſtoring of 


vs, and lifting vs 'vp when | 
we were fallen. Now the | 
childe of God being for 


theſe or ſome ſuch like 0- 


ther 
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ther cauſes left vnto him- 
ſelfe, and wanting the aſh- 
ſtance of grace, to bring 
him well off from the ten- 
tation into which he was 
fallen , liſtens to Satans 
charme, ſtoops to his Jure, 
vntil ſuchtime as the Lord 
who hath formerly laid 
carneſt for him , returnes 
againe with rhe gracious 
and powerfull preſence of 
his Spirit, vindicates his 
owne right,curbs and ſub- 
dues the mutinous and re- 
bellious luſts of the fleſh, 
ſers grace in its ſeat againe 
to dire and gouerne the 

whole mian: and ſo thewll 
| and affe&ions fer in tune, 
the childe of God falls a- 
gaine to his former courſe 
of obedience, 


Thirdly, 
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Hee loues the Lord with all 
his heart, with all his m 
with all his ftrength, as 


be an vniuerſall obedicnce 
(Imeane in outward ſhew 
and appearance ) and yet 
not a hearty and cheerefull 
obcdience. A ſeruant may 
goethorow-ſtitch with his 
worke,and doeall his task, 
and yer ſhucke and grum- 
ble, and wiſh his worke 
were lefle, or of ſome 0- 
ther kinde, or at {ome o. 
ther time appointed him. 
So hypocrites may obey, 
but 1t is- no heartie and 
cheere- 


Lak. 10.27. There may 
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_Thix dly,a gracious heart| 3 
beyeth willingly and 
enkely heye yeolds a har- 
tie obedience, Rom.6. 17. 
Ye haxe obeyed fro the heart.| Rom.6.17. 


| 
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cheercfull obedience, bur a 
halting and vowilling wil- 
lingneſley if they could tell 
which way to faue their 
credit, copaſle their ends, 
and come fairely off, they 
would leaue oft ro obcy. 
Whereas a gracious heart 
performes duties not by 
conſtraint, but willingly ,and 
of a readie minde,1 Pet.5 .2. 
Heyeelds himſelfe as a ſer- 
uant to obey, Rem.6. 16, 
Whatſocuer good {cruits 
doc, they doe ( or at leaſt 
ſhould doe) it cheerefully, 
Coleſſ. 3. 13. without any 
mumbling or wording, or 
reaſoning the caſe with 
their maſter, which cheer- 
fulneſſe and willingneſle 
makes the work accepted, 
hough there be many tai- 
C lings, 
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lings, 2 Cor.8.12. 1f a wil- 
ling minae, it is accepted ac- 
cording to that a man hath, 
&c. Therefore ſecing the 
Lord calls for the hearr, 
Prox.23.26. and mcaſures 
all obedienceby the hearr, 
For with God the minde is 
the man , and it is not the 
outward action, but the in- 
ward intention of the heart 
which the Lord looks vp- 
on, let vs Icarne to- deny 
our {clues, and whatſocuer 
we doe,to doe it heartily , 
though troubles and crof. 
ſes doe attend our obedi. 
ence, tothe vtmoſt of our 
power let vs endeuour to 
bring forth fruit with pa- 
tience. 

A fourth difference lies 
in ſincerity and {ingleneſle 
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26.9. 


1 King.3,6 
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of heart. A good man 0- 
beyes for conſcience ſake, 
without any reſpe& of a- 
ny carnall & earthly ends, 
as David exhorted his ſon, 
1 Chron, 28. 9. Salomon, 
kzow thou the God of thy Fa- 
thers, and ſerue him with a 
perfect heart and — 
minde. Ir is ſaid of Dauid, 
I _ 3.6, He walked be- 


fore the Lord in truth and 


vprightneſſe. Every one 
that obeyes willingly and 
cheerſully, obeyes not fin- 
cerely. Tehu was forward 
enough in fulfilling the c6- 
mand of God,and rooting 
out Ahabs poſterity,but he 
aymed more atthe ſettling 
the crowne vpon his owre 
head, & making ſure work 


for his poſterity after him, 


than 
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than the obeying of Gods 
Word. Wheras a gracious 
hearthath his conuerſati- 
on in {implicitie, not ſub- 


tilty z in godly purencſle, 


- | not diſſembled 'and coun- 


terfeit ſanRiry, or fleſhly 
wildome. He walkes not 
in craftinefſe,but approues 
himſelfe ts euery mans con- 
ſcience in the ſight of God, 
2 Cor.4.2, Thereforc to 
conclude this point, as we 
deſire any ſound cuidence 
to our owne hearts of true 
grace, ler our life be a life 
of obedience; and that we 
may not be loſers in the 
end by all our obedience, 
but gainers : looke ( I be- 
ſzech; you ) that your obe- 
dience bee rightly quali- 
fied; let it be an intire and 

perfect 
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| perfe&t obedience, make 


conſcience of all good du- 
ties, and that art all times, 
and in all places, beware of 
diſpleaſing God, ro pleaſe 
man. Beware of culling out 
here and there ſome good 
dutics to ſerue thy rurne 
withall: there muſt be no 
parting of ſtakes betwixt 
God and the Deuill, be. 
rwixt Chriſt & the world, 
A piece-meale obedience, 
is in Gods eſteemeno bet. 
ter, no other than diſobe-. 
dicnce,as appeares in Sauls 
killing the Amalekites,and 
ſparing Agae, and ſome of 
the cattell, To reforme 
ſome things, nay, to con- 
forme in many things, and 
not in all,is no conformity 


atall,but deformity. What 


auailes 
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Saint abroad, and a deuill 
at home 2 To frequent the 


to faſhion himlſelfe to the 
world 2 To be ſtrict inthe 
dutics of Religion,& looſe 
inthe workes of morality, 
& outward righteouſneſſe: 
Orto walke ina tracke of 
ciuility, and to neglect, if 
not abandon the way of 


pictic 2 As if holineſle and 
| righteouſneſſe were two 
enemies, and could not ac- 
| cord and agree together ! 
| Againe, that which thou 
| doſt,do with al thy might, 
| and (to make al good) laſt 
, of al caſt inthe ſalt of ſin- 
 Ccrity to {caſon al thy do. 


| ings : doe nothing to bee 


| ſeen of men; for then thou 
| 


| lolcſt 


aſſembly of Saints , and | 
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loſeſt thy reward vvith 
God, who loueth truth in 
the inward affeRions, Pſal, 
| 51.6.6: paſleth by all our. 
ward failings , where the| 
heart is vpright before 
him;ſincerity being a grace 
which makes al ban 
{auour vvell to the Lords 
pallat. 

Therefore that thou 
mayeſt be drawne to ſuch 
a kinde of obedience, con- 
ſider of theſe motiues, 

Firſt , know that vneil 
thou findeſt thy heart in- 
clined, and thy wil framed 
to this obedience, which 
I haue tormerly ſpoken 
of, thou art no friend of 
Chriſts ; Tee are my friends 
(faith Chriſt) if ye do what- 
ſoeuer I command you. Many 


Can \ 
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can bee content to receiue 
good by Chriſt,and to ac- 
count him their Teſus ; but 
few returne loue and duty 
vnto Chriſt, by acknow- 
ledging him their Lord, in 
keeping his Word, obey- 
ing his wil, & doing what- 
ſocuer hee commandeth 
them. 

Secondly, thou wanteſt 
(as hath beene formerly 
proued) ſound euidence of 
thy regeneratis;tor whom 
God reneweth, he fandti- 
fieth throughout ; he fills 
him withrhe ſeeds of righ- 
| treouſneſle, ſo as his lite is 
fruitful in obedience, 

T hirdly,the richer thou 
art in obedience, the more 
bountiful wil the Lord be 
in rewarding. He that gai- 

ned 


PT 
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ned fiue talents, had the 
rule ouer five Cities : For 
| euery One ſhall receine accor- 
ding to his worke, Rom.2.6. 

Fourthly and laſtly,this 
wil procure (as you fhal 
heare by and by) outward 
Pony - it wil fetch in 
a rich portion of outward 
benefits and bleſſings, Eſay 
1.19. 1f yee be willing, and 
obey, yee (hall eat the good 
things of the Land. 

Now then,to draw to a 
concluſion of this point, 
ſeeing you haue heard of 
theſe cuidences of true 
gracc:let me in the howels 
of the Lord Ieſus beſeech 
you, my brethrea, to goe 
home to your own hearts, 
make there a diligent ſcru- 
tiny and narrow ſearch, 

whe-! 
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whether you finde theſe 
euidences in your poſleſſi- 
on, or not, Are the eyes 
of your vnderſtandingen- 
lightned with ſauing know- 
ledge 7 Is thy knowledge 
rightly qualified £ Is it 
practicall, or is 1t meerely 
theorical * Is it atransfor- 
ming knowledge moul- 
ding thee to the Word * 


| Is it ſuch a knowledge as 


vents it ſelfe continually 
for the glory of God, and 
the good of others © Doſt 
thou find thy heart, by be- 
leeuing , knit vato God 
through Chrift , louing 
him, and fearing him for 
his owne ſake, as well as 
for his Chriſts ſake 2 Doſt 
thou find the throat of thy 
corruption cut in.thee, and 
K thy 
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' | Then bleſled be the time 


thy {ins bleeding to dearh, 
and gaſping in thee? Is thy 
heart ſer __ euery eu] 
way,and thy ſoule deligh. 
ted in the practice of that 
which is good * Doth thy 
heart ſtoope to Gops 
Word, and thou yeeld vp 
thy ſelte to be at his com- 
mand, and that willingly, 
cheerefully, and in fingle- 
nes of heart fearing God ? 


that ener thou wert made 
acquainted with theſe high 
prexogatiues ; God hath 
done more for thee, than if 
(wanting theſe) he had put 
vpon thee all the honour, 
pompe, and glory of the 
world, But wocand alas, 
how few are there in who 


theſe euidences are to bee 


found ! 


———— 
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found ! Oh that ſuch as 
want them, had but eyes to 
ſee their milery,and hearts 
to conſider how full of yn- 
conceiueable horror their 
conſciences will one day 
be,when they come to bee 
awakend, 8& perceiue how 


| they haue trifled away the 


day of grace, 'turned the 
grace of God into wanton- 
neſſe, recciued the grace of 
God in vaine, ſo as they 
haue no part in the inhert- 
rance either of grace, or of 
glory ! Know and beleeuc 
(deare brethr&)rhar things 
will not alwayes ſtand at 
this ſtay with you. A day 
is comming, wherein yee 
muſt lay down theſecarth- 
ly tabernacles of yours, & 
with them all your plea- 
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ſures,profirs and honours, 
when none of all theſe will 
ſtand you in any ſtead, or 
afford you any comfort, 
bur will rather ( wanting 
grace to victhem aright) 
increaſe your griefe & ſor- 
row. A day will come, 
wherein (if theſe euidences 
be not inthee) thy conſci- 
ence will not ſpare to tell 
thee to thy face,that (wan- 
ting grace) thou arta vel- 
{ell of wrath,ordained and 
prepared for deſtruftion. 
Oh the troubles, ſorrowes 
and feares, into which ( in 
that day) thy poore {oule 
will be plunged for want 
of grace ! Oh what woul- 
deſt rhou not then gue for 
one dram of grace © Huw 
happy wouldeſt thou take 

thy 
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thy ſelf ro be,if thou hadſt 
but a little time to redeem, 
wherein thou mighteſt 
come to partake of the 
meanes of grace, which 
formerly thou haſt fligh. 
ted over, making no more 
account of them than of 
thine old ſhooes 2 Thou 
wilt then ceaſe to wonder 
at Gods faithful Minifters 
ſo inneighing againſt the 
negle of grace,and ſo ve- 
hemently preſſing and vr- 
ging the neceſſitie thereof. 
Thou wilt then fay,thar a 
little grace were more 
worth than all the world 
beſide, and that they are 
only happy that doe par- 
take of ir. Whereas the 
childe of God hauing ta- 
ſted of Gods goodneſle, 
K 3 and | 
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and made partaker of his 


| 


lite through Teſus Chriſt. 


' haue ſpoken of the euiden- 
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grace,is filled with vncon- 
ceiueable joy & comfort, 
finding himſelfe deliuered 
from the power of darkc- 
neſle, and tranſlated intv 
the Kingdome oft Iecſus 
Chriſt. His conſcience bc- 
ng purged tro dead works 
by the bloud of Chriſt, & 
his heart purified by faith, 
he can looke death inthe 
tace,take him by the hand, 
and bid him welcome ; he 
can lye downe and reſt in 


peace, and in full afſu- 


Oe oo a 


rafice (or if any doubtings 
through Satans malice do | 
ariſe, in hope) of cternall 


And this ſhall ſuftce to 


ccs of true Grace, I now 
Come | 


Grace brings content. 


come (according to the 
method and order which 
inthe beginning I Rn 
ded) to Jay downe ſome 
grounds and reaſons, Why 
Grace zs the beſt thing we can 
partake of. 

Firſt, becauſe it is the 
onely thing which giues 
content to the heart and 
minde of a. Chriſtian, in 
cuery eſtate: and conditi- 
on whatſocuer God hath 
placed him. Contentment 
is the thing which cucry 
one aymes at, and defires 
in all his courtes. Why do 
men toile and moile in the 
world carly and late, tho- 
row thicke and thin, bur ro 
ſatisficftheir minds in theſe 
outward riches 2 Why do 
people follow, and with 

K 4 Vn- 


| 


199 


The fiſt 
R calon. 


TY]P})9]ENG HS WI __ <_ @C—_ —O'—— 


C0 oor Re AG 4 ow dit an. Ao v..}_ £1 CD... vr... 


a 


o— — <—_ —_ ” 


j 


——__— 


200 } Grace brings content. 


vnwearicd and vnlimited 
deſires and affeions, hunt 
after the honors and plea- 
ſures of this world, but to 
| ſarisfie their defires,and(as 
they ſuppoſe)to giuethem. 
ſelues content 2 But this is 
| a meere impoſturc of our 
wicked hearr, falſly rhink- | 
ing that our dcf1rcs arc 
| ſatisfied with deſiring, 
when as (the truth is) they 
are increaled. Why doe 
men and women deck and 
adorne (as they thinke, 
whercas indeed they de- 
forme ) their bodies with 
ſtrange attire, with coſtly 
ornaments , bur to giueſ 
themſelues content,and ro 
pleaſe their mindes * For 
if you aske them a reaſon 
af their practice, they _ | 

eclt | 
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tell you it is their pleaſure 
ſoto doe, But they deceiue 
themſclues, inlooking for 
| | content in worldly things, 
| | orto be ſatisfied withthe, 
as appeares, Eſay 55. 2. 
Who fore doe —_ mg- | Elay 55-2. 
ney for that which is not 
bread? and labour for that 
which ſatisfieth not ? Is it 
poſſible that vanity , and 
vexation of ſpirit, ſhould 
gine content to the heart 
of man * All things vnder 
the Sunne areno better,no | 
other than vanity, if wee |; 
will beleeue the Preacher, 
Eccleſ.1.14.. Onely grace 
is thar living water, or wa- 
ter of life, of which whoſoe- | 10b.4.14, 
ver drinkes, ſhal nener thirſt, 
Tohn 4.14. | 
Grace teacheth vs 1n | 
| 
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euery eſtate and: condition 
Phil.4. 11. 


| can abound, we can be ful, 


The ſec od 
Reaion. 


Grace Zines content. 


tobe content, Phil. 4. 11. 
Wecan be abaſed, and we 


and wee can bee hungry ; 
Gods grace is enough and 
ſufficier for vs,able to ſup- 
ply all defects, &ro fulfill 
all our neceſſities. But if 
grace be abſent, rhe minde 
is full of blindneſle, the 
heart is fraught with wic- 
kedneſle, and the conſci- 
ence perplexed with guil. 
tineſle;the flcſh,the world, 
and the Diucll doe therc 
Lord it; and what content 
or reſt canthere be, where 
luch lords of miſ-rule doe 

rule and beare ſway * 
Againe.,it is through the 
ſtrength & power of grace 
that we areableto hold vp 
our 


EY 
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our heads in any ſtorme of 
trouble and affliction; that 
we are not ſwallowed vpi 
of tentations z that wee are 
not in diſtreſle, when wee 
areafflifted, that in poyer- 
tie, WCe are not ouercome | 
of pouertie, and that wee | 
periſh not when wee are 

caſt downe : we are able t0 | phil.q, r3. 
doe all things through the 
helpe of Chriſt which ſtreng- | 
thens vs, Phil.4.13. Many | 
a deare childe of God, in 
the agony of his ſoule, 

through the heat and preſ- | 
ſure of ſome hot and hea- 

we affliction, is ready to 

cry out, Neuer man trOou- | 

bled and croſſed as I am ! | | 
coplaining as the Church, 
Lam.1.12. Behold and ſee, if Lam,n,13. 
there be any ſorrow like onto 

| my . ; 


Q— 
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x Cor.16- 
13. 
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E'a.40. 31» 


my ſorrow which s done vnto. 
mee : thus. is hee ready to 
finke vnder- his burden, 
were he not {upported by 
the graceof God, who be. 
ing faithful, will vet ſuffer 
hu to bee tempted aboue that 
which they are able to beare, 
but will gine the iſſue with 
the tentation, that they may 
be able to beare it, Cor.10.| 
13. Though weake and 
weary of theraſelues, yer 
the Lord will renue their | 
ſtrength, they ſhall lift wp 
their wings as the Eagles : 
they ſhal run and not be wea- 
ry,and they ſhall walke, and 
not be faint, Eſay 40. 31. 
Grace vpholds them in, 
and carricth them thorow 
cuery triall and affliction 
-whatſocuer, In wrongs & | 


101uries 


| 
| 
| 
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' linjuries it makes a man to 


fit down without revenge : 
inaftlicti6s,to.lay his hand 
vpon his mouth, & not re- 
pine, or murmure , but to 
be as a man dumbe: in eue- 
ry pain to apply ſome plai- 
ſter for caſe and: comfort. 
Througtr the ſtrength of 
—_ ſoundneſle of the 
xeart ſupports the weak- 
nefle of the body ; ſo that 
whe the outward mi fain- 
tcth and faileth, the inward 
is renued moreand more. 
Thirdly, it 1s grace 
which(as hath been ſuffici- 
ently proued before ) rea- 
cheth and helperha man to 
live godly, andto walkein 
the wayes: of godlineſſe, 
whichin regard of the ma- 
nifold lets and diſconrage- 


ments | 


The third. 
Realon- 


Grace makes Vs godly 1 


ments within vs,and with- 
out vs (without grace) can 
neuer be cfteted. The way 
of vertue is very hard, in 
regard of our manifold 
weakneſſes, wating ſtregrh 
to wade thorow the difh- 
culties, and paſle ouer the 
rubs which lyc ina Chri- 
ſtian race : weakneſle of 
indgement and vnderſtan- 
ding in the duties of piety, 
rightly to diſcerne which 
coaſt the right way ben. 
derh : weakneſle of wil and 
affection to take the right 
way, when it is preſcribed 
vnto vs: weakneſle of abi- 
liry ro moue one foot for. 
ward in the way , mach 
lefleableto encoſiter with 
thoſe difficulties, which 


(through the allurements 
of | 


—D"— 


Grace makes ws godly. 


of the world, and the ſub- 
tiltie of that old Serpent, 
and rage and malice of the 
Dragon) will be laid be- 
fore vs : and laſt of all, 
weakneſle inregard of per- 
ſeucrance, and continuall 
progreſſe in our journey. 
W hence it falls out, that 
many proue idleloyrerers, 
which not only make ma. 
ny baits and pauſes in their 
way, bur ar laſt fall ſhorr, 
and take vp their reſt be- 
fore they come to their 
iourneyes end: Againſt all 
which weaknefles,ttis only 
grace that affords a Chri- 
{tian ſtrength, and enables 
him to continue to the end; 
as aPPearcs, Jerem.y32.40, 
and Ezek. 36.27. andto 
runne with patience the race 


ee caaarnCwCw 


that | 


=” 
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ler,32. 40. 


The 
fourth 
Reaſon. 


i Tim.4$. 


Deut.5.29 
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ly obey the voyce of the Lord, 
| 


that is ſet before vs, Hebr. 


I2. 1, | 
Fourthly, Grace brings 

in outward and tempo. 
rall benefits : the ſureſt and 
the ſpeedyeſt way to get 
goods,is,toget goodnellc. 
For, Godlineſſe hath the pro. 
miſe of this, and of ancther 
life, 1 Tim.4.3.W hen thc 
children of Iſrael had pro- 
teſſed their obedicnce to 
the Lord, Dewt.5.29. the 
Lord replyes to Moſes, 0 
that there were in them ſuch 
hearts tokeep my Commande. 
ments alwayes, that it might 
goe wel with them: not only 
in reſpec of their ſoules, 
but their bodies alſo; as 
Mofestold them afterward, 
Deut.28.1. If you diligemt- 


41d 


| Grace brings proſperitte. 


and obſerue and dee all his 
Commandements : Then as 
it followeth, Thow ſhalt bee 
bleſſed in the Citie, bleſſed in 
the field, &C.S0 Eſay 1.19. 
If yee conſent and obey, yee 


the Land. Grace paucs a 
way to outward proſpcri- 
tie. Hence Pron.3. 16,17. 
it is ſaid of Wiſdome,T hat 
length of dayes are in her 
right hand, and in her left 
riches and glory, her wayes 
are the wayes of pleaſure, and 
all her pathes proſperity : 
What elſe was implycd by 
that ſpeech of our Sauiour, 
Matth., 6.33. Firſt ſceke 
the kingdome of God and his 
righteonſneſſe, and all theſe 
things Wal be miniſtred vn- 
toyou, Outward bleſſings 

attend 


C——_—_ 


ſhall eat the good things of 


Pro.3.16, 
I7, 


1 
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+ ,\attend vpon grace as its 


appurtenances; get grace, 
and be {ure of theſe. This | 
| | 


( 
may ſeeme a paradox to| ||| 
many, and ordinary expe-| || 
rience (ſome will ſay) tea- | F 
| Cheth vs the contrary. | t 
Obit. For, firſt of all, doe we | ' 

ot oft ſee, that picty and | 

poucrty goc hand 1n hand, c 
that many gracious people a 
abounding in goodnelle, q 
r 

k 


f 
þ 


haue but a poore pittance | | 
of outward goods ? And 


on the other fide, 1s there L 
| not many a deuill incar- | 
i . . | 
| nate, thar is clad in purple | ||t 


and ſcarlet, fares deltciouſly [ 
| every day, and hath more| |] 
WM than enough © Loe (ſayes| | C 
{P0-73-12-] Danid, Pſal.73.12.) theſe\. | 
| 
| 


- 


are the wicked, they proſper 
and increaſe in riches, r 


For 


——— ne 
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ObieCtians, know firſt, 
that the promiſe of tem- 
porall good things 1s bur 
conditionall ; when they 


| | are expedicnr for vs, when 


| they may be furtherances, 
| and not coolers of gracc in 
| his children, The Lord 
| doth all things by weight 
and meaſure all his works 
are done in wiſdome and 
rightcouſneſſe. It may be 
the Lord fees that riches 
beginne to ſteale away the | 
hearts of his children, and 


| therefore he wil w irhdraw 


riches from them ; for the 


| Lord is a icalous God: it 
|| ONCC hee beginne ro lee vs 
dote vpon, or to delight in 


| 


the things of this world 
more than in him, he will 
cut 


— 


For anſwer to both thele 
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cut vs ſhort of them, as he 
dealt with 10nas,who took | 
roo much content in his | 
Gourd, andtherefore the 
Lord ſmites it, that it withe. 
red, Tonas 4.17. Or it may 
bee, the Lord withdrawes 
outward benefits, that ſo 
| wee may ſee their vanitie, 
| how changeable and flit. 
ting they are, and therfore 
will haue vs to minde ri- 
ches more durable, and la- 
Luk.13+ | bour for the food that peri(h- 
3# | ethnot, and for the bag that 
will nexcy wax 01d, Luk.12. 
33- Orelferhe Lord takes 
trom vs temporall riches, 
ro beſtow vpon vs {piritu- 
all good things, which he 
lees will not thriue nor 
proſper, where the other 
are. Or it may bc he ſec 


we 


| 


Cs _ _—_— 
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| gs projpe! 
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we are not able to manage 
outward riches, but would 
doe ſome harme with the, 
grow proud, contentious, 
and quarrelſome, or fall to 
| {ome exceſle and intempe- 
| {rance by them and there- 
tore as wee deale with a 
childe,who hath a ſtaffe or 
a ſword in his hand,rtake it 
from him, leſt he hurt him- 
ſelte, or ſome other with 
it: ſo deales the Lord with 
his children. Or it none 
of all theſe, it may be the 
Lord takes away theſe 
outward benefits, ſets fire 


out his childr e,to make 
| knowne the truth of grace 
| {inthem,that the New and 
all the world may ſee and 
| know.their ſeruice to God 


pn IT 


| pon the hedoe which 1s ! 
2 
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213 


214 | 


lob I.2I, 
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is not mercenary, but that 
they can loue, and feare & 
obey him as well in the 
want, as in the plentie of 
theſe outward things; yea, 
and blefle God,raking fr6 
themas well as giuing vn- 
to them, 7ob 1.21. For (as 
you heard) grace fits their 
mindes to their eſtare,({o as 
they can be empty as well 
as abound, therefore that 
little which they haue,be- 
ing ſan&ified and ſeaſoned 
with grace, is better than 
great riches to the wicked, 
Pſal. 37. 16. 

© Againe, whereas you 
obic&t rhat many wicked 
and gracelcſle people haue 
a greater portion of theſe 
outward things tha Gods 
dearc children, Ir is not 
that 
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| that God regardeth the rich 
wore than the poore, Tob 34. 
| 19. but deales with them, 
aS itis ſaid King Extraples 
did with his enemies who 
he moſt hated; heaps moſt 
riches vpon them, thereby 
to plunge them into tenta.- 
tions 8 ſnares; to fill them 
with many fooliſh & noy- 
lome luſts, that ſo they may 
prerce themſelues thorow with 
many ſorrowes, 1 Tim. 6.9, 
10, God oft-rimes giues 
honours and riches to the 
wicked in his wrath, as he 
gauc Quailes tothe If{rae- 
lices, ſo char therr table is a 
| ſnare before them, and their 
proſperitie their ruine, Pſal. 
| 69.22, Grieue not rhere- 
| fore at the ſeeming happi- 
\ncefle and prolperitie of 
| grace- 


_ 
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lob 34-19» 


1 Tim. 6. 
9,10. 


Pſal.69,22 


—— 


Plal.37.25 


graceleſſle perſons ; for 
whatſocuerthey hauc,they 
hold a wrong tenure, they 
haue it with a curſe, and 
they mult bee called to af- 
ter-reckonings for ir. Only 
grace ſanRifies things pre. 
ſent, and paues a way for 
future benefits. If there 
were no moreargumets to 
proue the worth of grace, 
me thinkes this ſhould en- 
haunce the eſteeme therof, 
euen among(t worldlings. 
Would they bee rich 2 
Would they leaue poſleſſt- 
ons behinde them to their 
poſterity £ I know no bet- 
ter way than grace. I hae 
beene yount and am old - yet 
ſaw I neuer the righteous for. 


ſaken, nor his ſeed beggine | 


bread,Pſal.37.25 . Bleſſed is 
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the man that feareth the 
Lord, and del:chteth greatly 
in his Commandements. Hts 
ſeed ſhall bee mightie vpon 
earth : the generation of the 
righteous ſhall bee. bleſſed, 
P[a.112.1,2. and what fol- 
lowes after in the third 
verſe ? Riches and treaſures 
ſhall be in hx houſe. 

Fifthly, it is only grace 
which makes vp Decayes 
and detets in Nature, 
which all the things in the 
world cannot doe. Arte 
may helpe Nature, and in 
ſome particulars perfect 


Narure;bur it 1s only grace 
which makes vp the brea- 
ches and decayes thercof, 
When a man hath liued to 
that age and fulneſſe of 


daves . that his head and 
# A2rYniCsS 
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Plal.r12, 
I,2, 3e 


The fikh 
Reaſon. 
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Grace makes vp decayes | 


armes doe dodder through 
weakneſle , his knees and 
thighes doe buckle vnder 
him, as vnable to ſupport 
his vawieldy body : when 
age and time haue worne 
our the edge and backe of 
his ſenſes, {o that his eyes 
wax dimme, as did 1ſaacs, 
hee hath no moretalte in 
his meat and drinke than 
had Barzillai, and hee can 
no more diſtinguith the 
voice of ſinging or any 
melodie, if grace be in the 
heart, notwithſtanding all 
theſe decayes in Nature, he 
fouriſheth in his age, Pſal. 
92.12. The righteous (ball 
flouriſh like a Palme-tree,and 
Jhal grow like a Cedar in Le- 
banon, verſ. 14. They ſhall 
ftill bring forth fruit in their 


age, 


wy 


in Nature. 


age, they (hal be fat and flou- 
riſhing. The righteous will 
hold his way, and hee whoſe 
hands are pure, = increaſe 
his ſtrength, Tob 17. 9. not 
of nature, but of grace, 
which ſupplyes thedefes 
of nature. 

Hee hath the eyes of 
faith,to ſee the excellencie 
of a holy lite, to ſee the 
happineſle of his eſtate. He 
hath the hands of faith, to 
claſpe about the promiles, 
totake CyrIsr into his 
hart,as $1269 took him into 
his arms.Hehath cars ope, 
or if Nature hath _ 
her part inthem, and they 
can receiue no more; hee 
hath an hart open, to heare 
what the Lord ſhal ſpeake 
to his ſoule by his Holy 
| L 2 Spirit. 


Hy —_— 
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Spirit. His taſte is freſh 
and liuely,he findes ſweet- 
nefſe in the holy ordinan- 
ces of God, more than in 
the riches, pleaſures, and 
delicates of the whole 
world. Nay, which is 
more, though his grinders 
ceaſe, and the doores bee 
ſhur without by the baſe 
{ound of the grinding as Ec. 
cleſ:12.3,4. he can hearri- 
ly feed vpon the body and 
bloud of the Lord Iclus 
Chriſt; and when they wax 
darke that looke -ont by the 
windowes,; verl. 3. hee can 
(without going vp to Pj/- 
gah, as Moſes did) behold 
the Land of Canaan, nay, 
more than ſo, he can looke 
Death in the face, long for 
him, as for a treaſure, and 
deſire | 


in Nature. 


defire to lay downe his 
earthly tabernacle, and bee 
with the Lord Chriſt, Tell 
me then if all the art, riches 


or pompe of the world is |. 


| able ro doe thus mnch; no, 
no, it is the only preroga- 
tiue & priuiledge of grace, 
ro ſupply thele narurall 
wants. 

Sixthiy, it 15 only grace 
that giues vs a ſan&ified 
vic of all thoſe things wee 
doe partake of ; for what. 
ſocuer it bce that any one 
doth enzoy and pofleſle, it 
he be a gracelefie perſon; 
all theſe things (good in 


themſclues) wil proue cur- | 
{es & i{nares vnto him, and | 
ſuch as wil further his c96- | 


demnation in the day of 
ludgement. It 1s Grace 
L 3 


which | 


Grace brings glory. 


which muſt fanftifie all 
parts of Nature,al endow- 
ments & gifts of body and 
minde : The ſtrength of 
Goliah, the valour of 10ab, 
the beautie of Abſalom, the 
wiſdome of Ach:tophel,the 
coquence of Herod, the 
honour and promotion of 
Haman, and the riches of 
Dzwes , all theſe were but 
ſnares, thornes, and curſes 
to the poſleſlours of them, 
for want of grace to quali- 
fie, toſanRifie them, 
Seuenthly and laſtly, 
herein appeares the excel- 
lencie of grace, in thar it 
paues the way, and bring. 
cth vs vnto glory, Grace 
is the firſt fruits of glory, 
and as it were the earneſt 
of our eternall inheritance: 
for 
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for all the gifts of grace 
beſtowed vpon vs here,do 
tend and make for the fit. 
ting, and preparing of vs 
for glory hercafter. Grace 
ncuer finally or totally 
torſakes a man, bur brings 
him at laſt to that eternal! 
inheritance, lands him in 
the end in heauen, his deft. 
red hauen. There be many 
things of good vie and 
worth , which are no la. 
ſting things ; there be ma- 
ny things both delightful! 
and precious, but'yet fa. 
ding ; onely grace herein 
hath irs precedencie and 
excellencic aboue al carth- 
ly things, it neuer wholly 
leaues vs, but prepares vs 
and brings vs vnto glo- 
ry. Grace is heauen vpon 

L 4 


earth, | 
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ys: {0 
token, 


TIzary(t- 


Titus 3.5. 


carth : and therefore they 
which follow Chriſt an 
the regeneration, ſhall ſit 
in the throne of glory , Mat. 
19. 28. 

Grace prepares vs for 
glory rwo maner of waics, 

Firſt,by remouing thoſe 

euils which may hinder vs. 

And frond ly, by ena. 
bling of vs to practiſe 
choſe good things which 
may further vs. The grace 
of God which bringeth ſalua. 
tion vntoal men, hath appea- 
red, and teacheth vs that we 
ſhould deny vagodlineſſe and 
worldly luſts, "and that wee 
ſhould l:ue ſoberly, and righ-| 
teouſly,and godly in this pre- 
ſent w ord, looking oq my 
bleſſed hope, &C, T!t.2 
12,13. Whether you ig 
derſtand | 


Wl 


| from the power of Satan,un- 
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derſtand here by grace,the 
Word of grace, as ſome 
doe, or the free grace of 
God, as others take it, I 
am ſure it is true alſo of 
thegrace of ſanification, 
for this helperh vs to cſ- 
chew cull, and to chooſe, 
and cleaue to thatwhich is 
good. As it is in the light. 
ning of any darke place, 
darkneſle giues way, when 
light approcheth, ſo when 
grace commeth into the 
{oule, away (in part) goes 
darknefle and blindneſle of 
minde, ignorance, 1mpie. | 
tie, prophaneneſle , &c, 
Paul telleth vs that he was 
ſent to preach vnto the 
Gentiles, To turne them 
from darkneſſe to light, and 
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| 


to God.Suchas liue in dark- 
neſſe vnder the power of 
any one ſinne, thoſe know 
not what the powerfull 
preſence ef grace meaneth, 
Grace pulls downe finne, 
and ſers vp righteouſneſſe, 
Rom. 5. 21. Grace raignes 
by righteonſneſſe. It holds 
vp the Scepter of Chriſt 
within vs, helpes vs to be 
holy inall manner of con- 
uerſation; and ſo hauing 
our fruit in holineſſe, wee 
come in theend to euerlaſting 
hfe, Rom.6.22. O theex- 
cellencie of grace, thar it 
thusbrings vsto glory ! 
Let this comfort vs a- 
gainſt that c6fortlefle do- 
Crine of falling away fro 


grace. Conſider we from | 
whom grace proceeds;eue | 
from } 


\ 


[EE 


Grace brings glory. 227 


from God the Father. And 
will not God perfe& the 
worke of his owne hands? 
'T am perſwaged that he that 
hath begun this good work in 
you, will performe it vntill 
the day of *h Chriſt, Phil. 
I. 6. The gifts of God are 
without repentance,Rom.11. 
29. The righteous ſhall ne- 
uer bee monued , but had in 
euerlaſting remtbrance,Pſal, 
I12.0, 

Bur we are weake and | 0bief?, 
feeble, we haue ſtrong cor- 
ruptions within vs, and 
mighty and ſubrill rentati. 
ons without vs, and there- 
fore liketo fallaway. 

{ True, if there were not Arſw. 
an higher power , and a 
ſtronger arme than our 
owne to ſupport vs, Our 


i helpe | | 
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help ſtaderh inthename of 
the Lord. We are ſtrong 
in the power of his might, 
For it is God which ſtabliſh- 
eh ws in Chriſt, and hath 
anointed Vs, 2 Cor. 1. 21. 
Our ſtabilitic is deriued 
from God the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt: 

The grounds of our ſta- 
bility which we fetch from 
God, aretheſc: 

Firſt, the promiſes of 
God, Ier.24.7. 1 will gine 
them an heart to know mee, 
that I am the Lord, and they 
ſhall be my people, and 1 will 
be their God.YS0 ler.32.40, 
I will put my feare into their 
hearts, that they ſhall not de- 
part from me. Now to ſay 
that theſcare gencrall pro- 
miles made vnto the whole 


Church, | 


| — 


No falling from Grace. 


———— 


Church, and therefore not 
to be appropriated to par- 
ticular per{ons,will be but 
a ſilly euafion. For doth 
not the whole conſiſt of 
particular members 2 And 
doe not we finde in Scrip- 
ture, promiſes made to 
particular perſons general- 
ly applyed, and likewife 
generall promiſes particu- 
larly applyed 2 The Lord 
madea particular promilc 
vnto Joſua 1. 9. I will not 
faile thee, nor forſake thee. 
W hich promiſe S. Pal, 
Hebr.13. 5. applyes gene- 
rally. Other inſtances 
there be. 

Secondly, we proue it 
fro the attributes of God ; 
his pow<cr,his faithfulncfle 
and conſtancie, If any of 


thole | 
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Eſa43-13- 


Eſa.46.10, 


loh.10.29, 
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thoſe whom the Lord hath 
effecually, called ſhould 
vtterly fall from grace and 
p_ it muſt needs fol. 
ow,that God wants either 
power to ſauethoſe whom 
hee would, or clſe wants 
faithfulneſle to ſaue, as hee 
hath promiſed, either of 
which wants, the deuils 
theſelues dare not auouch 
tobein God. 
Concerning his power, 


|rhe Lord himſelfetells VS, 


Eſay 43-13.I will doe it and 
whoſhal let? Again, Eſa.46. 
Io. My counſell ſhall ſtand, 
and I will doe whatſcener I 
will, Chriſt alſo tels vs, 
Toh. 10. My Father which 
gaue them me,ts greater than 
all, and none ts able to take 
the out of my Fathers hand. 


For 


No falling from Grace. 


For,layes Peter we are kept 


nefle,that Wizard Balaam 
could ſay, Numb. 23.19. 
God ts n0t as man, that he 
ſhould die, neither as the ſon 
rh man,that he ſhould repent - 
hath he ſaid it, and ſhall he 


ken, and ſhall he not accom- 
pliſh it ? Yes-lurely, for the 
Lord is faithfull which will 
ſtabhſh you, and keepe you 
from euill, 2 Theſſ.3. 3. 
The Lord purpofing 
to frame vnto himſelfe a 
Church,againſt whichthe 
gates of hell ſhould neuer 
be ableto-preuaile,thought 
it fitto lay the foundation 


the power of God through | 
ath vnto ſaluation, 1 Pet. 


I. 5. | 
And, for his faithtul- 


not doe it ? and hath he ſþo- | 


Numb.23. 
19. 
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2 Tim-2. 


19, 


M 21.3.6. 


of it deepe and ſtrong,cuen 
in himſelfe, his owne pur. 

poſe. Things many times 
decay and periſh for want 

of a firme & good founda. 

tion. But the foundation of 
God (ſayes Paul) remaineth 

ſure, 2 Tim.2.19. SO that 

vntill ſuch time as God 

doth alter his purpoſe, 

which ſhall neuer bc.,for as 

Malac.3.6. IT am the Lord, 1 
chazge not : Gods children 

are {ure to perſcuere in his 

grace: For whom hee once 

loves, to the end hee loueth 

them, T0h.13.1. 

Secondly, aflurance of 
perſeuerance in the grace 
of Got, may be gathered 
from many things in the 
Sonne : 

Firſt, from his al-ſufh- 


CICNCIC, 


IE = 


Crace rings glory. 


ciencic, Hebr.7. 25. Hee is 
able perfettly to ſaue all thoſe 
that come to God by him, 
Inde 24. To him that is able 
to keepe you that you fall not, 
and to preſerue you faultleſſe, 
&c. As hee is able, ſo is hee 
willing, 10h 6.37. and 40. 
>ccondly,trom the ver- 
tue of his paſſion and ſufte- 
rings, Heor. 10.14. For 
with one offering hath he con. 
ſecrated for ener ther that 
are ſanttificd. 

Fhirdly, from the efh- 
cacie of his prayer, which 
Godalwaies heares. Chriſt 
prayed for all beleevers, 
10h.17. firſt, that the Lord 
would keepe them from eutll, 
ver[.15.and fecondly,T hat 
they may bee one with him, 
verſ.21, and thirdly, That 

they 


pn CE 
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Hube7. 25- 


Epls 1.13. 


they may be with him, and 
behold his elory, verl. 24. 
And this prayer the Lord 
Chriſt our Aduocate ſtill 
continucs, though not in a 
vocall manner , ſeeing hee 
ener Liueth to make interceſ. 
ſion for vs,Heb.7 25.Thele| 
things conſidered, it 1s as 
polible to plucke Chriſt 
out of his kingdome, as to 
rent the pooreſt belecuer 
from him, once made a 
true and liucly member of 
his myſticall lets: 
Thirdly, wee proue it 
from the nature and office 
of the Spirit, which is to 
leale vp,and make ſure the 
inheritance of Gods cho- 
ſen. All rhat partake of the 
coucnant of grace, arc ſea- 
led with the holy Spirit of 


promiſe, 


—m——_”— 


Grace brings glory. 


promiſe, Epheſ.1.13.which 
ſealing is not for a day, a 
month, ora yeare, bur for 
eucr,wnto the day of redemp- 
tion, Epheſ. 4.30. The na- 
ture of a Seale (all know) 
is to make things ſure, The 
decree of the Medes and 
Perſians, that it might bee 


4 O 
irreuocable, was {caled 


| | with the Kings ſcale, Day. 


6. $. Leſt the Diſciples 


| | ſhould come by night and 
ſteale Chriſt out of the ſe. 


pulchre wherein hee was 


| | laid, They went and made 


the ſepulchre ſure, and ſealed 


| | the ſtone, Matth. 27. 66. 


When wee haue put our 
ſeale toa writing, by the 
law of Nations itis firme, 
Shall the Seale of a mor- 
tall man bee of that force, 

that 


| 
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Eph.4. 39. 


Dan.s.8. 


Martth, 27. 
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Eph. 1. 14, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


that no law canalter itzand 
ſhal the obſignation of the 
holy Spirit be of leſle ver- 
rue and power? This were 
ro make God leſle than 
man, 

Againe, it is the carneſt 
of our inheritance, vntill the 


redemption of the poſſeſcion 


purchaſed unto the praiſe of | 


h1s glory. Now the nature 
of an carneſt (we know) is 
ro binde any contract or 
bargain, and to giue a kind 
of (tate, and poticſhon of 
the thing bargained for. 
Gods Sp1rit is his carneſt 
which hc hath laid for his, 
ro aſlure rhe hearts of his 
children, of their tull pol- 
{cfhon of that inheritance 
which Chriſthath purcha- 
led, & God hath prepared 


torthem. Now | 


mem NE ee rr EI 
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Now if any ſhal obiect, 
thar we may cither loſe or 
forteit our earneſt, and ſo 
miſle of the bargaine : you 


| [muſt know that the Spirit 


of God doth neuer finally 
and wholly depart from 
thoſe vnto whom it is once 
giuen, as appeares Toh. 14. 
16,17. 

| But had not Dauid loſt 
the Spirit of God, when he 
prayed ſo earneſtly vnto 
the Lord, that hee would 
reſtore vnto him the ioy of 
his! faluation, and ſtablith 
him with his free Spirit * 

This obieAton may be 

ſaid to anſwer it iclte, 
Could Daxzid, withour the 
preſence and affiſtance of 
the Spirir, haue beene thus 


_ with the Lord in 
P 


rayer? Agpainc, 


— _ _. ———— 


Obiedt. 


Pal.51.12. 


Anſw. 
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Again,a difference muſt 
be putbetwixt the preſence 
of the Spirit, and the fee- 
ling or comfort of the Spi- 
rit, A hand benummed 
with cold, or ſtunted with 
ſome blow , may hold a 
thing, and yet haue no fee- 
ling of it. It doth not fol. 
low.that (thercfore)Gods 
Spirit hath vtrerly forſa- 
ken a man, becaulc in his 
apprehenſion aud feeling 
he takes it to be ſo, There- 
fore in ſtead of perplexing 
and troubling thy ſelfe a- 
bour needlefle feares of re- 
ieftion and finall falling 
from grace, labour to bee 
furniſhed with ſound eui- 
dences of true grace; and 
then ( my life for thine) 
God, who hath begun a good 


worke | 


— Cn en nn 


— — —— — — — — — — 
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| worke inthee,will confir me it 
vntill the day of Teſs Chriſt, 
Phil «.6. 

Here ſome weake belee- 
uer may reply, and ſay ; If 
I had as good a heart as 
many haue; or it I were 
indowed with as much 
grace as ſome be, I ſhould 
then haue leſle feare, and 
more hope of holding out 
vnitothe end; bur ( alas ) I 
am a poore ſinful creature, 
full of frailties, and com- 
paſſed abour with mani- 
fold infirmities,and there- 
fore feare nay ſelte. 

For thy comfort, thou 
mtſt know , that Gods 
grace is ſufficient for thee, 
and his power is made per- 
fe through weakneſle, It ! 
is not the greatneſſe, but 


the 


Anſw. 


MM te ooo 


—— 


240 


Marth. 
20 


Obiett. 


Anſw. 


Grace brings glory. EY 


ſed reed ſhall he not breake, 


the truth of grace which 


the Lord reſpects, A brui- 


and ſmoking flax ſhall he not 
quench, ntill he bring forth 
indgement vnto victory. It 
grace in theebe ſoundand 
true, though it be no more 
than a graine of muſtard- 
iced, it ſhall bee able ro 
bring thee vnto glory. 

It may beſo, if I could 
belceue this, but I cannot 
be fully perſwaded of this 
thing. 

It rhou belecue not, yer 
abideth God faithfull he can- 
not deny himſelfe, as the A- 
poſtle ſaycs, 2 Tim.2.13. 

Let no man, from this 
which hath beene ſpoken, 
grow {ecurc & _ 
it he were out of all feare 

and | 


CE — 


| Grace may be cooled. 


— TC 


and danger of loſing his 
comfort, or leſſening that 
grace which he hath recci- 
ucd. For though it be true, 
that true grace cannot bee 
viterly loſt , yer through 
pride, {ecuritic, earthly. 
mindedneſle, and the like, 
the childe of God may fall 
into ſuch languiſhing fits, 
that the life of grace may 
appeare to bee vrtterly ex- 
tin&t in him. 

Suppoſe our bodies were 
of that temper and conſti- 
turion, that no poiſon or: 
infetion could makea rent | 
berwixt the {oule & them, ' 
were it not folly, nay were 
it not madnefle for any one 
to cut & wound himſelte, 
or through miſ-dicting of 
hinaſelfe, and ſurfers, foro 


M1 


um- | 
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impaire his ſtrength and 
health, that his life ſhould 
bee a continuall faintneſle 
and ſicknefle. Euen fo it is 
with vs,in reſpect of grace, | | 
the life of our {oules, for | | 

that ſoule which is deſti- | | 
eute ofgrace,is dead whules 
liveth, as appeares 1 Tim. 
5. 6. What though grace 
once ſeazing vpo the{oule, 
cannot be wholly ſepara- 
red from it © yer may it 
through our ſpirituall di. | | 
ſtempers take ſuch a ſurfer, 
as little ſtrength, or power 
thereof may euer appeare 
in vs. Therefore that no 
man may bee ſerrled vpon 

the lees of ſecurity, or ſing 
a requiem vnto his owne 
ſoule, conſider daily what 

ſtrength and life is in that 

grace 


Grace may be cooled. 


grace which God hath be- 


| |be, will appeare by theſe 


ſtowed vponthee, leſt be- 
fore rhou beeſt aware of 
it, grace be cooled and de- 
clining in thee ; which if ir 


ſymptomes. 

The firſt is aninordinate 
appetite vnto ſuch things 
as are nox10us and hurtfull 
vnto the ſoule. For as our 
bodily health is impaired 
and weakened, by feeding 
vpon {ſuch things as are in 
antiparhic vnto our nature 
and conſtitution; (o it fares 
with our ſoules, if wee bee 
bold with ſinne the ſoules 
bane,rthe ſtrength of grace 
growes duickly teeble in 


VS. Fg 
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ting of our ſpirituall taſte , 
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when wee finde nor the 
ſweerneſſe and comfort in 
the Word,which former. 
ly we haue done, when we 
ccd nor vpon the Word 
with thar deſire and appe. 
tite which once wee did, 
this argues ſomediſtemper 
inthe {oule. For as in bo. 
dily meates, when they 
grow vnlauoury to our 
pallats, it is moſt euident 
that our ſtomackes haue in 
them ſome diſtemper ; ſo 
it is with our ſoules : if the 
ſame W ord haue not the 


fame relliſh with vs now, 


which ſometime it had, we 
may ſay there is ſome ſpi- 
rituall diſtemper. 
Thirdly,when we brook 
not, when wee digeſt not 
the Word as well as for- 
merly 


——— Al 
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merly we haue done. Euill 
concoction of onr meat ar- 
ouesa cold ſtomacke,or at 
[eaſt an abatement of the 
natiue heat:{o when pcople 
digeſt not Gods Word, 
the food of their ſoules,bur 
vomit it vp againe, either 
by ſtorming againſt it,cen- 
luring of it, or wilfully 
neglecting the power and 
practice of ir,it 15a figue of 
decluiing in grace, 
Fourthly and laſtly, if 
there bee a cold, drowhie, 
and formall performance 
of the dutics of Gods wor. 
ſhip and ſeruice : when a 
man is not ſo cheercfull 
and linely vnto, & in good 
durics, as of OG bt 
ues a decaying of his ſpi- 
Nena ſtrength. As in bo- 


| 
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dily labour, when a man 


beginnes to gue in, when 
there is not that ſtrength 
and power in his armes, 
legs and back, which ſome- 
times hath beene, wee ſee, 
and ſay, nature is debillita- 
red and weakened in ſuch a 
man;euen ſo, when we per- 
torme not holy duties with 
that zeale and ſpirituall vi. 
gour (though it may bee 
with leſle ſtrength of bo. 
die, the organes being de- 


cayed throughage or {ick. 


nefle) which formerly we| 


haue done, wee may feare 
grace isinſomedecl&ion. 


Conlider theretore,my | 


brethren,” I befeech you, 


{criouſly of theſe things, 


that fo you may (by the 


grace of God ) be the bet. | 


rer 


— —— 
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ter able to preuent decli- 
ning, or being fallen, may 
remember from whence 
yce are fallen, and repent, 
and doe your firſt worke. 
Thus hauing acquain- 
red you with the difteren- 
ces want" true and coun- 
terfeir grace : hauing laid 
downe the euidences of 
true grace; and thirdly,ha- 
uing ſhewed the reaſons 
why grace is of that excel- 
lencie & worth aboue all 


the fourth and laſt thing 
which I propounded, and 
chat is,to make ſome vie & 
application of the point, 
Is it fo, as hath beene 
proued, that grace is the 
beſt thing wee can partake 
of: Then lamentable is the 


the world : I now comets ; 


ApOC, 3.ſ» 
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blindneſle , and parifull is 
the ignorance of the grea- 
teſt part of the world,who 
neither ſee thcir want, nor 
yet the worth of grace. 
How many bc there who 
placeall happinefle in theſe 
outward things,riches,ho- 
nours, pleaſures,&c 2 Ta- 
king thoſe to be the onely 
happy men, whoſe bellies 
the Lord fills with earthly 
treaſures, O,he is a happie 
man (ſay they) he cannot 
ave amiſſe, hee hath rhe 
world at will. Theſe are 
ſuch as liue by ſenſe, Whoſe 
hearts goe after their eyes, as 
[ob 31.7. Theleare ſuch as 
minde earthly things, and 
rherefore ſay, as Pſal.4.6. 
Who will ſhew ws any good ? 
They cncumber theſclues 

with 
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with the things of this life, 
negleRing grace, the only 
thing needfull , yea, that 
which is of abſolute neceſ- 
firy vntoſaluation. Is itnot 
a thing much to be lamen- 
red , that in this glorious 
noone-tideof the Goſpell, 
people ſhould ſo dote vp- 
on the world, as if there 
were no other goodneſſe 
vnder the Sunne, but to be 
great,to be honourable,to 
cat and drink, to take their 
ſports, and follow their 
pleaſures and profits 2 If 
Paul in his daies could not 
ſpeake, nor write it with- 
out gricte and weeping, to 
conftder how many went 
a madding after the world, 
minding earthly things ; 
ſurely if hee liucd in theſe 
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our times, his heart would 
not ake, but breake, to ſce 
how eager people are vp6 


{the world, how little grace 


Exad.5.12 


is reſpected and looked at- 
ter,, no more than the ret- 
fuſe and parings of our 
nailes. W hereas, if a man 
had all the world, & want 
grace, hee hath in account | 
nothing, but if he want all 
outward things,and be in- 
dowed with gracc,he hath 
enough, for gracc is {ufh. 
cient for him : yet, alas, as 
the Iſraclites were ſcattc- 
red vp and downe Agypt 
to gather ſtubble, and ro 
picke vp ſtrawes; 1o the 
oreateſt part of the world 
hunt vp and downe, beat 
their brains, viſe their wits, 
and ſtretch their conſci- 


CNCCS 
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ences for thole things 
which (compared with 
grace) are no better than 
ſtraw or ſtubble. The 
condition of many people 
would bee a great deale 
more tolerable, (ifany to- 
leration may be of ewll) if 
their want of grace pro- 
ceeded from meere igno- 
race of the price & worth, 
or the neccſſitie of grace : 
but roo many there bee 


| who are deſtitute of grace, 


mcerly through their neg- 
le& of the means of grace, 
nay (which is worſe) from 
agraceleſſe & wicked con- 
rempr of it, ſcoffing and 
ſcorning the practice of it, 
whereſocuer they behold 
it, Where ſhall a man live, 
or whither ſhall hee go, 

where 
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| where hee ſhall not meet 


with ſome ſcoffing & flee- 
ring Iſmael, or ſome ſcor- 
ning Mchol, to flout the 
practice of pieric, & rooth 
and naile to bring ir into 
diſgrace 2 If any amongſt 
them be(like Saul amongſt 
the people) higher in mat- 
ters of religion, or more 
forward inthe practice of 
holinefle than themſclues, 
how is hee maligned and 
contemned © Hee 1s hun- 
ched at ( as Joſeph was a- 
_— his brethren, who 
could not ſp:ak peaccably 

vnto him) hee 1s hated of 
them,as Tarob was hated of 
Eſa, becauſe his owne works 

were enill, and his brothers 

good. 1 10h.3.12. Had not 

our {;ycet Sautour foretold 
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vs of the iniquirie of theſe 
laſt times, we might won- 
der,thar theſe dayes of the 
Goſpel ſhould bring forth 
ſuch prodigious monſters 
as theſc are, Oh letvs pi- 


tie them, and bewailetheir | 


graceleſle c6dition, I haue 
read of one Marcellus, a 
Romane Capraine , who | 
hauing taken Srracnſa, and 
entred the Cirie, teares fel] 
trom his cheekes to ſee ſo 
great a multitude of peo- 
plc, and ſo goodly a Citic 
to be captiuated, Hath the 
outward and bodily milc- 
ry of others, occaſtoned 
- Shock in thoſe that were 
heathens, yea,enemics,and 
ſhall not wethat are Chri. 
ſtians weepe and mourine 
to ſee {o many ſoules, fo 
many 
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2 Tim. 2. 
36, 
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many of our friends and 
acquaintance to be capti. 
uated of finne and Satan, 
to periſh bodie and ſoule 
through the war of grace? 
Shew we our true compa. 
ſton,not only in being afte- 
ed with the miſery and 
danger of gracelefle per- 
{ons, but allo in Jabouring 
to pull them out of the 
{ſnares of the Deuill, of 
whom they are captiuated 
at his will. Of old, Gods 
people were enioyned to 
bring home their ncigh. 


| bours, yea, their enemies 


Oxe or Aſle, it they met 
them going aſtray, Exod. 
23.4. Will God hauevsro 
take care of Oxen and Al- 
les, and not (much more) 
to regard the loules of our 
brethren * | 
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brethren © Let him know, 
that he which conuerts a ſin- 
ner from going aſtray out of 
his way,ſbal ſaue a ſoule from 
death,and (ball hide a multi- 
tude of ſinnes, Iam. 5. 20. 

Againe,is grace the moſt 
excellent thing we can at- 
taine vnto 2 Then ler this 
ſeran edge vpon our afte. 
ions, let it be as a ſpur in 
our {1des to make vs mend 
our pace, and make more 
haſte after grace, If you 
were per{waded of your 
happinelle inthe poſſeſſion 
thereof, if you were ſenſi- 
ble of your miſery inthe 
want of it, as Rachel cryed 


dren, Gen.zZ9.I. Giuemee 
children,or elſe I die; (othou 
wouldeſt cric out, Lord, 


vnto her husband toi chil- 


255 


Vſe. 2. 


g1UC | 


— 


: Aa 
be. TOS O—_—_ 


£ 
= — 


7 


OS 


a=” was. we ON wa Wo 


n- 


} Labour for Grace. 


giue mee of thy grace, or 
elſe I die. I ſee how wret- 
ched and miſerable I am 
wanting grace : Oh what 
ſhall T doe, that I may ob. 
taine grace 2 Be intreated 
hoes tothrow downe 
thy ſelfe before thc throne 
of grace; confefle thy fins 
vntothe God of Grace;in- 
treate his Mateſtie to pi- 
tie the poore confounded 
worke of his owne hands, 
by the malice of Satan and 
the poiſon of {in moſt wo- 
fully deftled. Beſcech him 
for his Chrifts ſake, to 
breathe into thy empriec 
ſoule ſome blaſt of grace, 
to fill thy emptic, barren, 
and graceleſic heart with |- 
the fruits of his Spirit. 

This earneſt deſire of thine 
| will 


— 
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will be a good cuidence to 
thy ſoule of ſome good 
comming towards thee,of 
ſome ſecd of gracealready 
ſowne in thee, it being an 
effect of grace to bewaile 
the want of grace, and to 
be carneſt with the Lord 
for a ſupply thereof. It 
thou wert in any bodily 
want or neceſſity, Towne 
and Countrey ( peraduen- 
ture) ſhould heare, if not 
ring of it. Thoucanſt hear- 
tily pray for,and carneſtly 
ſecke out for outward ne- 
ceſlaries, food, clothing, 
fire, &c.Butto whom doſt 
thou make thy complaint 
of the want of grace 
Whereas grace being the 
moſt excel[ct thing,ſhould 
in the firſt place be deſired 


for 
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for thy (clfe, thy wife, thy 
husband,thy children,8c, 
If thou haſt grace, thou 
haſt gotten a rich portton, 
a great poſſeſſion, thy line 
is falne in a faire ground. It 
thou ſeceſt grace wrought 
in the hearts of thy chil. 
dren,thoa mayeſt be freed 
from carefulneſle, or ſce- 
king grcat things forthem, 
they have a great, a rich 
portion, The Heathen 
could {2v that YVertue was 
a ſufficient Dowrie. And 
the Scripture ſaith, The 
Lord wil not famiſh the ſoule 
of the rightcors. 

But how hard a thing is 
it for a Miniſter of Chriſt 
to beat this into the heads 


of people, eſpecially the j 


poorer fort, who moſt 
neglect 
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negle& grace , and there- 
forc they can riſc early,lye 
downe late , and eat the 
bread of carefulneſſe; . they 
cancall and crie for theſe 
outward things for them- 
ſelues and heirs, but how 
few will ſtirre one foot, or 
wet a finger tor the obtai- 
ning of grace? How many 
poore ſoules neuer had a- 
ny one thought tending 
that way © not ſo much as 
once dreame of the neceſ.- 
firie of grace, and therfore 


trouble not themſelues a- 


bout it « Let all ſuch be. 
ware , leſt asa Captaine 
(who finding one of his 
watchmen w Stich kept 1en- 
tinel] allcepe) cut oft his 
head, ſaying, Ncad I found 


thee and dead I leaue thee : 
lo 


Grow 11 Grace. 


Vſe. 3 


2 Per.3.18, 


with the ſword of his 
wrath and vengeance, lea- 
uing them for eucr dead in 
ſine, as he found them. 
Thirdly, if Grace be the 
moſt excellent thins, why 
{ſhould wee not labour and 
ſtriue to grow in grace, as 
weare exhorted, 2 Pet. 3. 
18: Anhoneſt and good 
heart is neuer weary of in- 
creating its ſtock of grace, 
as worldlings are vawea- 
ried in heaping vp tranſt- 
tory riches, and lading 
theſclucs with clay,though 
{ometimes it falls out that 
outward things haue their 
laticty, and wee may bee 
cloyed with them ; where- 
as1n grace there 1s no ni- 
miety, a mans heart can- 


not 


ſo the Lord cur off theſe! 
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not be cloyed, nor clog'd 

with it. Our life is a way- 
fare, a walke, no time of 
ſtanding,we muſt ſtill for- 
wards, on and on, as thoſe 
that haue a great tourney 
to goe., Asthe Lord ſaid 
to Elias when hee found 
him fitting and ſleeping 
vadera Iuniper tree, Yp & 
eat, thou haſt a great iourney 
to goe, 1 Kinz.19.7. 590 WC 
haue along way,& a ſhort 
day to finiſh it in;and ther- 
fore had need beſtirre our 
ſelues ro purpoſe: There- 
fore as Paul ſaid to the 
Theſſalonians, 1 Theſſ.4..1. 
loIto you: Now 7 beſcech 
you brethren, and exhort you 
in the Lord Teſus, that ye in- 
creaſe more and more. Grace 
in theheart of Gods child, 

ſhould 
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ſhould be like the waters| | 
flowing from the Sanctua- 


Ezck.q7. | rie, Ezek. 47. 3,4 Which 


34 | were at the firſt to the an- 
cles, and after to the knees, 
and ſo to the loynes, ard at 
laſt to a great deep that could 
not be paſſed ouer. Though 
grace be low and ſhallow | 
at the firſt in vs,we ſhould | | | 
{o nouriſh and cheriſh it, | 
that it may grow to ripe. | 

| 


ee ee er er nee—_—_— ————_—_ oC  —— 
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neſte, and full holineſle in 
the feare of God, 2 Cor. 7.1, 
Which that wee may the 
better doe, obſerue theſe 
directions. Firſt, we muſt 
be careful to remoue away 
all euil hindring grace;and 
lecondly,ſer vpon the pra- 
ctice of that good which 
Take a- | will further it. 

way euill Firſt of all, we muſt be 
things. care- 
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| carefull ro plucke vp root 
and rinde of al ſuch weeds 
' as may oucr-grow, choak, 
and hinder the proſpering 
of grace. One maine and 
ranke weed is ſpiritual] 
pride and ſelfe-conceited- 
neſle, which growes too 
faſt in the beſt ſoile, being 
watered and cheriſhed by 
the Deuill ; who when he 
| cannot procure the childc 
of God to ſtoope to his 
lure, and bite at his bait of 
impictic and profaneneſle, 
then labours he to poiſon 
him with his owne ve- 
nome, to puffe him vp and 
make him {wel with pride 
of his gifts. He will make 
him proud of his know- 
ledge, pruud of his prea- 
ching, praying, &Cc. yea, 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
j 
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(rather than faile) hee will 
make him proud of his hu- 


| mility,proudthar he is not 


proud. Pluck vp this weed 
therefore, for it much hin- 
ders grace. God reſiſteth the 


proud,and giueth grace to the 


humble. He fills the hungrie 
with good things, and ſends 
away the full emptie, Luk.1. 
53. Humble your ſclues 
therfore,and the Lord will 
exalt you. The more hum- 
bleand lowly thou art,the 
freer thou art from ſha- 
king and ouer-turning: for 
wee ſee low houſes ſtand 
taſt, when many loftie and 
high buildings are blowne 
downe & fall. The higher 
any hill or mounraine is, 
the more barren it is ; for 
the dew and raine which 


waters | 
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| | waters the earth, to make 
' [it fruirfull, rarries nor vp- 
on high hils,but fals down 
into the valleyes,6& makes 
them fruitful ; cuen ſo the 
meanes of grace lighting 
vpon an high and lofty ſpi- 
rit,do fall trom him,with- | 
out ſoaking or cntring in- 
to him, whereas lighting 
vpon the humble and low- 
ly, they make him fertile, 
for the humble he will teach 
his way, Pſal. 25.9. 
Another weede which 
muſt bee pluckt vp,is {eltc- 
confidence, or ſecuritie. 
When Chriſtians begin to 
beare thelclues vpon their 
own ſtrength,and rogrow 
preſumptuous , the Lord 
oft withdrawes from them 
the ſtrength of his grace, 
| N and 
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and then downe' they fall, 
Daxid was too felfe-con. 
fidenr, when he ſaid, 7 ſhall 
neuer be moued : theretore 
God ſoone hides away his 
face, and Dauid was as 
quickly troubled. But of 
all other examples there is 
none for our purpoſe more 
remarkable than that of 


[corne to bethought to be 
{ſuch a daſtard, and whitc- 
liverd ſouldier, yea, ſuch 
a falſe-hearted feruant, as 
to forſake his Lord 8& Ma- 
ſter in greateſt extremitie ; 
and therefore ( if you will 
take his word) he will ne- 
uer flinch, hee will die for 
Chriſt, before he will de-| 
ny him. But (when Chriſt 
fore-told his Apoſtles of 


their | 
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their flinching from him) 


Lord, it may be thou ſceſt 
more into me,and know ſt 
my heart better than I 
know my ſelfe; we are of 
our ſelues weakeand fraile, 
ready to pull in our heads | 
vpon euery ſtorme, but 
Lord, the ſpirit is willing, | 
though the fleſh be fraile ; 
of our ſelues we can do no- 
thing any further thanthou 
wilt affiſt vs; ſtrengthen vs 


and then we will neuer flic | 
from thee. If thus Peter had 

anſwered Chriſt, all had | 
been well, but being foole-. 
hardy,and ſelfe-confident, * 


owne legs,leaues him vnto 


himſelfe;and what became 


the Lord ers him vpon his 


] 
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of this boaſter?atthe word 
of a Maiden he denyes and 
forſweares Chriſt, curſes, 
and damnes himſelf if ever 
he knew him. Thus when 
Gods children grow care. 
leſſe, too confident, or are 
ouer-take with a dead leep 
of carnall ſecurity ; the 
Lord oft ſtands by. lets Sa- 
tan looſe, and layes the 
reines vpan their owne 
necks,whereby they come 
oft-times to be oucr-taken 
with grofle and ſhamefull 
fins: the Lord in wildome 
viing(as bodily Phyſicians 
oft doe) deſperate medi- 
cines-and remedies, for the 
curing of {ome deſperate 
diſcafe preuailing in them, 
or growing vponthem, A- 
241a,thcre 1s atiother weed 
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| tobe plucked vp, and that 


[is Infenceritie, if T may ſo 


call it; the want of truth 
and vprightneſle of heart: 
call it Hypocriſie,if you wil, 
that ſtinking weed, which 
like the wilde Gourd, ſow- 
red all the Pottage, 2 King. 
4. 40, The Lord loueth 
truth in the inward parts, 
and loathes the contrary. 
Vprightneſfle and fincerity 
helpes forward the worke 
of grace, as appeares; ſal, 
$4.11, The Lord will gine 
grace and glory, and no good 
thing will he with-hold from 
them that walke wprizhthy. 
The want of vprightneſle 
will make graceto wither. 
It is not poſſible for that 
tree to ſtand long,which 1s 
rotten at the root, it may 


N 3 for 
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for 2 while ſeeme freſh 


and greene, but as it takes 
no root downeward, ſo it 
will not (long) beare fruit 
vpward, for whe the wind 
begins ro blow hard,down 
it falls. Wheras a gracious 
heart(whichtruly delights 
in the Law of God, and 
meditates therein alone in 
the night, as well as open- 
ly in the day ) & like 4 tree 
planted by the riners of was 
ters,that will bring forth her 
fruit in due ſeaſon,whoſe leafe 
ſhall wot fade, but be greene, 
and nener ceaſe yeelding fruit. 

As theſe weeds muſt be 
plucked out of the hearr, 
or elſe grace cannot poſſi- 
bly thriue or proſper; ſo 
there be certain briers and 
thornes which muſt bec 
ſtubbed | 
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| ſubbed vp, or elſe grace 
| will quickly be choked in 
vs. Theſe thornes are the 
carey of this world, 8 the 
deceirfulneſſe of riches , 
which whiles ſome haue 
laſted after, they erred from 
the faith, and pierced them. 
ſelues thorow with many ſor- 
rowes. 

Theſe things,ſayes Pan, 
17:1.6.11, we muſt fly, 
and follow after righteouſ- 
neſſe, godlineſſe, faith, &C. 
implying that grace will 
not thriue, if loue of mo- 
ney bee not rooted out of 
vs. W hat choaked grace(if 
any was) in Demas,but the 
lone ofthe world? Oh the 
multitude of ſoules thar 
haue miſcarried, and for 
ought we know to the c0- 


N 4 trary, 


Mat.13.22 


it Tim. 6. 
10, 
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trary , might haue done 
weLyit riches had not been; 
not that riches are the 
cauſe, but an occaſion of 
their ;aiſcarrying ! What 
parted Chriſt, &rthathope- 
ful young man inthe Goſ- 
pell ? Mat.19. was It not 
the loue of riches * Many 
haue begunne well in their 
youth, and giuen good 
hope, bur in their age haue 
growne cold, through the 
loue of the world. It once 
mens hearts begin to goc 
after their eyes, and to be 
ſet vponthe world, twenty 
to one but grace goes to 
decay in them ; for the 
world wil aftord aman lit- 
tle time to cxcrciſe thoſe 
things which hold vp the 
life of grace ; as prayer, 


reading, | 


Grow 13 Grace. 


reading,hearing,8c.It the 
world hath feazed vps the 
heart, it fumes vp into the 
head, and fills the braine, 
ſleeping and waking with 
reſtlefle thoughts , which 
way tocompalle buſtneſle, 
contriue things and bring 
ends together, ſoas ſcarce 
once in the day a good 
thought comes to minde, 
but one occaſion or other 
of the world ſtifles it, or 
ſhuffles it out, ſoas it comes 


to nothing, Therfore if ri-| 


ches increaſe, ſer not your 
heart vpon the, Pſal.62.10. 
Vie the as thornes for thy 
weale, to ſtopa gap with- 
all,to fence thee from out- 
ward harmes,or to warme 
thec,bur lie not vpo them, 
hold them not too hard, 

Ns Icſt 
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leſt they ſtrike into thee, 
and wound thee; remem. 
ber alwayes that they are 
thornes,good intheir law- 
full vie, and when they are 
rightly husbanded, but o- 
therwiſe noxious and hurt. 
ful. They arethornes, they 
will ouer-grow and choak 
all good things that grow 
ncere them, it they be let 
alone. 

Againe, there be many 
bad humours, fooliſh and 
noyſ{ome luſts which muſt 
be purged out of the heart, 
or clſe grace will neucr 
thriue nor proſper in it; to 
wit, enuy, hatred, malice, 
guile,diffimulation, filthi- 
nefſe,cuill ſpeakings,8& the 
like, which-corrupt good- 
nefle. Therefore S. Peter 


cxhor- 
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exhorting his brethren, to 
whoin hee wrote, to em- 
brace the ſincere milke of 
theW ord,that they might 
grow therby,preparesthe 
to this, by aduifing the to 
lay aſide thoſe baſediſtem- 
pers, for they do much hin. | 
der the growth of Grace: 
where they are, —_— 
away theglory and 
of : Chilſtian, and _—_ 
| him vnſcemely inthe eyes 
{ | of his brethren, they dar- 
ken his laſtre, and do blot 
and blemiſh his holy pro- 
feſſion. Therefore away 
with theſe, lay theſe aſide, 
not as a mandoth his ap- 
parell, with a reſolution to 
take it vp againe; bur as the 
captiue maid,when ſhe was 
to be maricd, laid aſide the | 
gar-! | 


—_— _ __  —— _ 
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Denut.21.13. Witha reſolu. 
tion neuer more to put it 


on. Abſtaine from all fleſhly 


69 fete 1 Pet. 2.11. As 
c 


luſts, for they fight againſt 


Eaſterne winds doc nippe 
herbs and flowers, & cold 
ſtormes doe hinder trees 
from growing : {o fleſhly 
luſts nip grace inthe bud, 
as it were, & blaſt it 11 the 
bloome, that ( if it dieth 
not, yet) it comes not tor- 
ward ſo faſt as otherwiſe it 
would. 

Laſt of ay, take heed 8& 
beware of the needlefle & 
familiar ſocictie of grace- 
lefle and godl:fle perſons ; 
for they are-the quench- 
coale, nay, the very banc 
and poylon of grace vnto 


many. | 
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many. He that is 4 compani- 
0n of fooles,(hal be deſtroyed; 
or as Iunins hath it, He ſhal 
be made worſe, Prosu.13. 
20, God hath- branded 
wicked perſons for fooles, 
they are fooles in graine ; 
therefore come out from 
among(tthe, leſt thou par- 
take of their folly, They 
are pitch, if thou touch 
them, they wil defile thee. 
There is a kind of poyſon 
and venome in the words 
and {ociery of the wicked, 
which will fret, as the A- 
poſtle ſayes , like a Gan- 
grenc ; and mens ſoulecs arc 
more ready totake the c6- 
tagion of f1n,thantheir Ho- 
dics are to take the infeci- 
on of the plague. Itwould 
rake vp a long time, and 
Prouc 
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proue a large diſcourſe, to 
ſhew how many wayes, & 
by what degrees milchicfe 
doth ” by —_— 
wicked coinpany. By of- 
ten hearing filthy and ob- 
ſcene ſpeeches,zealein ma. 
ny is quenched, and ſuch 
language growes in-offen- 
ſive. By often ſeeing lewd 
prankes and wicked practi. 
ces, mencan look on with- 
out diſlike. Thus the ſocic- 
tieofthe wicked quells a 
mans hatred of rhcir wic- 
ked courſes, & ſo inchants 
him, that (if he caſt not in 
his lot amongſt the yer) he 
hath no power to gain-ſay 
or reprouethe. Thereforc 
as you loue your ſoules, 
loath the company of the 
wicked. Can a man take 
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fire into his boſome,& not 
burne 2 live amongſt , or 
delight to be with the wic- 
ked, and not be vngodly ? 
Doſt thou not know that 4 
litthe leauen will ſowre the 
whole lumpe ? And as the 
old ſaying is, One ſcabbed 
ſheepe infefts the whole 
flocke. Therefore ſay as 
Dauid, Away from mee yee | Pialang. 
wicked, I will keepe the Com- "_ 
mandements of my God,Pſal. 
119.115.It thou wouldeſt 
haue grace thriue in thee, 
Be a companion of thoſe that 
eare God and keepe his Pre. 
cepts, Pſal.119.63. For euil 


| 2 Tim, 3, 
men & deceiuers grow worſe 13+ 
and worſe, deceiuins and be. 


ing deceiued. Now as theſe 
cuils muſt be auoided,ſo(if 
you would grow in grace) 
| g00d | 
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be tol- 
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Apoc.21.6 


— 


good things mult be pra- 
iſed;as the means to pro- 
cure health of body 1s firſt 
tro purge out malignant hu- 
mours, and then to. take 
cordialls, and to obſcrue a 
good diet. 

Therefore, firſt of all 
labour to keepe thy heart 
ſoluble, be eucry day aba- 
{ed at the fighr of thy fins, 
and the ſenſe of thy vilc- 
neſſe and vnworthineſle. 
The way for a man to get 
any gocd at Gods hand, is 
ro acknowledge and be- 
waile his emptineſle, to 
grieue and mourne for his 
vnworthinefle, God hath 
madea promiſe to fill the 
hungry with good things, 
Apoc.21.6.1 wil give to him 
that is athirſt ,of the Well of 

the 
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| rence, increaſe the light of 
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the water of life freely, &c. 
1 Pet.5.5. Hee giacth grace 
to the humble.Humble your 
{clues therefore vnder the 
mightie hand of God,that 
he may exalt you, 
Secondly,vſcthe ſocic- 
tic of Gods people, by 
whoſe example you may 
bee incouraged to godli. 
neſſe,and by whoſe means 
you may bee furthered in 
the way of happines. Fire- 
brands being laid together 
and blowne, will incrcaſe 
thcir heat & light; ſo doth 
comunity and {octety with 
thoſe where the Word of 
God is kept on foot, by 
holy and Chriſtian conte- 


knowledge and the loue of 
goodneflc in vs. 
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Thirdly, Be frequent in 
hearing and reading of the 
Word; the Word of God 
is the Word of grace, which 
6 able to builds wp further, 
AR. 20.32, Therefore, 
1 Pet,2.2, As new-borne 
babes, deſire the ſincere milke 
of the Word, that you may 
grow thereby .lIf this Word 
be thy delight, it wi/{ make 
thee fruitful , Pal. 1. 2, 3. 
Hence it 1s,that in Eſay 55. 
10, 11, the Word 15 com. 
pared vnto raine,which wa. 
tereth the earth, and makes 
it to bring forth, and bud, 
that it may giue ſeed, &C, 
The barrennefle of many 
ſoules proceeds from the 
want of the Word to make 
them fruitfull. Pal tels the 


Coloſlians, Chap. 1. 6. 
| T hat 
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That they were fruitfull | Col.rs. 
through the Goſpell, from the 
day that they heard it, and 
truly knew the grace of God. 
The miniſtry of the W ord 
is Gods holy ordinance,to 
beget and increaſe grace in 
his children, beating them 
off from the world, raiſin 
them vp toa higher wh 
of heauenly-mindedneſle, 
teaching them which way 
to preuent occaſions of fin, 
and to beat backe the ten- 
tarions of the Dewill, &c. 
Oh, pity then, pity thoſe | 
poore ſoules, which want 
theſe liuing waters, & this | 
bread of Life. How many | 
thouſands in this our Eng- 
liſh Iſrael periſh for want 
of viſion, the meanes of 
graces W hat will become 


of 
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of all cruell ſoule-murthe- 
rers intheday of the Lord* 
Oh let vs continually bow 
the knees of our hearts to 
the Father of ſpirits, that 
hee would put bowels of 
compaſſion into thole thar 
haue authority , that the 
Church may be purged of 
all vnſauoury ſalt, and a 
ſupply made of a faithfull 
Miniſtery , which might 
feclingly and renderly re- 
ſpe the flocke of Chriſt, 
which hee hath purchaſed 
with his bloud: And let all 
{uch(as to whom Wiſdom 


- | hath ſent her maidens, cal- 


ling them that are deſticure 
of wildome, to come and 
eat of her meat,and drinkc 


| of her wine ) know that 


God looks for fruits of in- 
creaſe 


— 


| 
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creaſe anſwerable to the 
meanes of grace beſtowed 
vpon them, leſt they be in 
the number of thoſe which 
receiue the grace of God in 
wane, 2 Cor.6.1. 
Fourthly, if thou defi- 
reſt to increaſe thy ſtocke 
of gracc, ſet thy grace on 
work,let itnot be 1dle.The 
diligent hand maketh rich, 
faith Salomon, Prov. 10. 4. 
And, in all labour there is a- 
bundance, Prou. 14. 13. 1 
dare boldly fay,it is in no- 
thing more true,nay in no- 
thing ſo true, as in the ap- 
prouement of grace ; vic 
grace and haue, yea, in- 


creaſe grace. Thar {cruant 


which vicd and improued 
his Maſters Talents, gained 
by the, & increaſed them, 


Where- 


| 


Prou.10.4. 


Pro. 14-13 
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'| ry one that hath, tt ſhall bee 


Whereupon Chrilt infer- 
red, Mat.25.29. Vnto eve. 


giuen,and he ſhall haue abun. 
dance. Inſtruments and veſ. 
ſels, for want of vie, doe 
( oft-times ) grow worſe, 
and vnſeruiceable. Gifts 
and graces of the Spirit, 
are bettered by improuing 
them;according to the c0. 
mon ſaying, Vſe makes 
perfect, Hence iris, that 
1Tim.4.15. Paul aduiſcth 
him,T heſe things exerciſe, 
gine thy ſelfe unto them,that 
: may be ſcene how thou pro- 
teſt. 
Fifthly and laſt of all, 
bee earneſt with the Lord 
in prayer, that he would 
put a ſpirir of life & power 
into a!l thoſc meanes vied | 
by | 


—_ 
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thee, for the increaſe of 
grace. For Paul may plant, 
and Apollos may water, but 
God muſt giue the _— 
x Cor, 3, 6. without his 
bleſſing all meanes are bur 
naked and empty.He is the 
Author and perfe&er of 
euery good thing begun 
inany. Hence it is that the 
Apoſtle prayes for the 
Philippians 1. 9. that their 
loue may abound more and 
more. And that the Coloſi 
ans 1.9. may bee fulfilled 
with knowledze, and verl. 
10. fruitfall in all good 
works, Teaching vs, that 
prayer is the only helpe to 
obtaine increaſe of any 

200d from God. 
Now becauſe of the de- 
CElt- 


by thee,or beſtowed vpon 
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ccirfulneſſe of our hearts, 
and the abundance of ſelfe. 
loue, which abides in the 
beſt of Gods children, we 
are to0 readie to flatter, & 
to thinke too well of our 
iclues , raking ofr-times 
molc-hils for mountaines; 
it will not bce amiſle to 
make ſome priuic ſearch, 
whether wee finde any 
growth of grace in vs, or 
whether it ſtandar a ſtay, 
or bee in declenſion. A 
ſhame it will be for al ſuch 
as live vnder the mcancs, 
vpon whom God doth 
daily beſtow coſt , wate- 
ring them with heavenly 
dewes, it they thriue not. 
If grace bce true and not 
counterfeit, more or leſle, | 
ſome way or other it will | 
grow. | 


— — 
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grow, For to (ay truth, it 
1s only the good heart that 
groweth and brings forth 
fruit: an euill heart may 
| giue ſome appearice,make 
{ome ſhew ot growth, bur 
growes nor likecoan M- 
|trophe,, one whole meat 
| doth him no good, he cats | 
| and drinkes,and it may be, } 
; with a greedy appetite de- 
| uoures morethanis fitting, 
yet battles not, bur rather 
falls away;euery day morc 
meager and leane than 0- 
| ther : This(as was touched 
| before) ſhewes there is no 
{od vnionberwixt Chriſt 
| and ſuch : that they are no 
| trucand liucly members of 
| Chriſts body:for the there 
would appeare {ome truit- 
fulneſle, 1oh.15. 5. He that 


©, abide 1 h 
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abideth in me, and I in him, 
the ſame bringeth forth much 
| #utt. Well then,lceing the 
| Lord hath planted vs a- | 
mongſt the rivers of wa-| | } 
ters, let vs takea view of | | | 
our growth & truittulnes. 
Firſt, thou mayeſt know 
thou groweſt in grace, if 
thou groweſt more and 
more into a diſlike of {in, 
| ( as was ſaid inthe begin- 
ning)if thy wants & weak- 
neſles doe worke in thee 
daily, deeper humiliation. 
For as grace di{coucrs cor- 
ruption, ſo the more 1t 
growes (as a light that 
comes into a dark roome) 
the more it ſhewes vs the. 
filchineſle and odiouſnclc| 
therof, and makes vs more | 
and more aſhamed of it. | 
| Second- 


—_——— 
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| Secondly, thou mayeſt 
know thou groweſt in 
grace, by thine appetite to 
Gods ordinances. Docſt 
'thou taſte more and more 
| {wceetneſle in theW ord: Is 
prayer,more and more de. 
lightfpl to thy foule: Doſt 
thou eceuc more & more 

' comfor he Sacramet? 
| | Doth ty ſoule more and 
| more delight to bein the 
| place where Gods honour 

| dwelleth? And are the feet 
| of thoſe thar bring glad ti- 
| dings of (: Aluation: more & 
| more beauritull in thine 
eyes * Whencearile thele 
| fruits, bur fro that ſeed of 
grace ſowne in thy {oule * 
| I tell thee for a truth, that 
if theſe fruits bein thee,and 
thy affeCtionsrothe means 
O-. 2 of 
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of grace, be more & more 
intire and hearty,thou nee. 
deſt no more doubt of the 
growth of grace in thy 
ſoule, then thou wouldeſt, 
or doſt queſti6 the growth 
ofchy body,whe thou tin- 
| deft thy ſtomack vnto thy | | 

daily God freſh 8 quicke, 

and the parts & members 
of thy Code , eucry day 
more aCtiue & liuely than 
other, & more ſtrong and 
able vnto their ſeucrall of- | | 
fices. For certainly it is on- 
ly grace which makes the 
ordinaces of God alwayes 
[weet vnto vs. For to a 
graceleſle pallet they are 
tor the moſt part vaſauo4- 
| ry. What made Dad to 
much to long after Gods 
Sactua.y! Ir was the grace 
of 


ee. et. gr re A CI nn_= 
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of his heart, which ſet an 
edge vpon his aftections, 

and made his {oule( even as 
the Hart brayeth for the re- 
uers of waters )to thirſt after 


Ged,Pſal.42.1.Whe grace] 


groves, our loue vnto the 
meanes increa{cth, 2 Cor. 
10.15 We hope( ſayes Paul) 
when your fanh | (hal increaſe, 
to be magmfpicd by Jou, 
Therctore coniider , 

wherher thine appetite to 
Gods ordinances 111crea- 
{etth. Thou mayeſt know 
it by theſe notes. 

Firſt of all, if thou fin- 


deſt thy ſoule maruellouſly | 


refrcſhed with them, ?ſal. 
36.8. They ſhall be [ati fied 
with the fatneſſe of thy houſe, 
12d thou ſhalt cine the drink 
ent of the riners of thy plea. 
ſure. () 3 YE- 


Pſal.43. 1. 


| 


2 Cor. 10. 
IS, 


Pſal,z6.8. 


meme a. PI — 


obiect. 
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Secondly, if Gods or- 
dinances doc raiſe thee vp 
ro an higher pitch of hea- 
ucnly- mindedneſſe, & doc 
more and more bear off 
"thine affections from the 
world, and marre thy taſte 
of earthly things, through 
che abundance of ſweet. 
nefle which thou findeſt 11 
holy durics, 

Bur may not a graccleſle 
& wicked heart find [weet- 
nefle in Gods ordinan- 
ces? Ezekiel had a pleaſant 
VOICC in the cares of thc 
wicked, Chap.33.32. So 
Herod heard lohn Baptiit 
gladly. And the temporary 
beleeuer , Who reſemblcth 
the ſtony ground, heareth 
the Word, " aveineh it 
with toy, Mat.13.20., And 


Heb. 


_— 
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| | Heb.6. 4. Some that fall 4- 


way,may taſte of the heaxenly 
zift, And verl'.5: taſte of the 
good Word of God, and the 
powers of the world ro come. 
How then 1s the taſte of 
the godly diſtinguiſhed 
frothetaſte of the wicked? 

Thetaſte of the wicked 
proceeds only fro-taſting 


not feeding vpon them ; 
whereas the taſte of the 
godly comes fro feeding 
vpon the, Now you know 
there is a great difference 
betwixt a Cookes taſting 
of meats, who dips bur his 
finger inthem,ortoucheth 
them but with the tip of 
his tongue z and his raſte 
that cates of rhe mcat,and 
rakes ir downe into his ſto. | 


O4 macke.| 


ofthe ordinances of God, | 


Anſw . 


Luke 8.15 


Vſe 4. 
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mack. A wicked man may | 
raſte of Gods ordinances, | 
bur hee catcs them not, hce | 


teeds not vpon them, hee | 


doth not digeſt them,they 
make no good bloud, no 
ſpiritual health or ſtrength 
in him,zhe quickly vomits 
them vp agatne, fo as his 
{oule thrives not by them , 
whereas the good _ re- 
cciues the Word & thriucs 
by it, Fer hee brings forth 


fruit with patience. 


Fourthly,if there bethat 
excellencie in Grace, this 
makes wonderfully tor the 
comfort of all Gods chil- 
dren, in regard of many 
high fauours, and (ingular 
priuiledges which they 
haue a right vnto. Firſt of 


al.this may comfort them 


in 


——— 
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inand againſt all thoſe ten- 
tations, whatſocuer doe or 
| may befall them, either in 

reſpect of their kind & na- 
ture, or inreſpect of their 
ſtrength and meaſure. Euc- 
ry one feeleth moſt where 
and how his ſhoo doth 
pinch him ; and therfore in 
the agony of his ſoule cries 
out ( I know it to betrue ) 
Neuer poore ſoul tempted 
as I am tempred, & ſpeaks 
in the Janguage of the 
Church, Lam.1.12.Behold 
and ſee , if any ſorrow be like 
to ny ſorrow + for thy com- 
fort conſider what Paul 
ſpeaks to the Corinthians, 
as weak & as foulely defi- 
led as thou haſt becn, 1 Cor. 
10.13. There hath no tenta- 


Os5 per- 


th. 


tion taken you but ſuch as ap-| 


G 


— 


| 


1 Cor.1o, | 


we 
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| pertaineth to men, and God ts 
faithfull, which wil not ſuffer 
you to be tempted aboue that 
you be able,but will enen gine 
the iſſue with the tentation, 

| that you may be able to beare 
i. Chriſt praying,thatit ir 
were poſſible the cup might 
paſſe from him , offered vp 
; prayers & ſupplications with 
Mcb.5.7- | ſtrong crying and teares unto 
him that was able to ſane him 
| from death,& was alſo heard 
in that which he feared. Hce | 
| was,and he was not heard, 
not heard, becauſe not cx- 
cmpred fr taſting of that 
bitter cup of his Paſſion: 
tor therefore came he into 
the world, that hee might 
drinke thercof, as himſeltc 
acknowledged : and ycr | 
| heard,in thar,ſtrength and 
| cOm- | 
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comfort was ſo abundant- 
ly miniſtred vnto him,that 
by ſuffering he overcame. 
And therefore, as one that 
had expericnce of our in- 
fitmiries,he hath taught vs 
to wy (ip Vs not into ten- 
tation,but deliuer vs fro ewil: 
as if we ſhould fay,howſo- 
euer(holy Father)thouhaſt. 
determined to expoſe vs 
for our triall, vnto tentati- 
ons, yer ſuffer vs not to be 
vanquifhed or ouer-come 
by any cutl, Now wce 
-know.or atrhe leaſt ſhould 
know, thar ( if we pray in 
faith) God alwayes hearcs 
vs: if not to be preſerned 
from the tcntation, yet to 
be vpheld and aſſed with 
ſuthciencic'of grace toen- 
dure the tentation: ſo as ci. | 
ther 


| 
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ther the power of it ſhall 
be weakned and abated,or 
elſe our ſtrength to beare 
it,ſo increaſed,that we ſhal 
by the help of his grace,be 
able to wade thorow & 0- 
ucrcomeit. For Godknows 
our ſtrengrh,and what our 
backes are able to beare, 
and therfore doth ballance 
and proportion the tenta- 
tion to the ſtrength of his 
children ; weaklings or 
younglings he will not 0. 
uer-load with ſuch bur. 
thens as may breake their 
backes, or cruſh them to 


picces;: hey ſhall hauclight | 
rentations. Whereas his | 
ſtrong ones haue ſtrong | 
trialls, yetno other than | 


ſich as they ſhall mantully 
vadcrgoc,withour fainting 
vnder 


— —_—A__——C 


| 
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vnder them , though not 
without the feeling of the | 
{mart of them. So that as 
they haue iuſt cauſe to crie 
out with S. Paul,0 wretched 
man that I am, who ſhall de- 
liner me from the body of this | 
death ? So alto in experi. 


ſiſtance, no lefle cauſe to 
breake forth intothankful- 
neſle, and ro triumph with 
Pant, ſaying, I thanke my 
God through Teſus Chriſt, 
&c, For/1s God the God 
of Paxt only * Is his grace 
ſufficient only tor Pax, or 
ſome few other ſpecially 
beloued, indowed with ſu- 
pereminent graces © Is he 
not alſo our helpe, our 
ſtrength, hee that yeelds 
ſuffictencie of grace to cue- 


ric} 
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rie poore finner,that truſt- 

cthin his goodnefſle, & be. 
leeueth in his promiſe ? 
Surely yes ; for the Lord s 
nigh wnto all that call pon 
him, hee alſo will heare their 
cry and will helpe them, Pſal. 
I45. 18,19. 

Secondly , this may 
wonderfully comfort vs a- | 
gainſt the outward croſle, 
as well as the inward tenta- 
tion. The way to heauen 
(we know) is not ſtrowed 
with raſhes and violets, bur 
beſet with thorns;a rough, 
narrow, and troubleſome 
way, whereupon many of 
Gods childre are diſheart- 
[ned and are ready to faint 
vnder the crofle, when it 
lyes any thing heauievpon 
them.If thelc had eyes to 


lee, | 


| 
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ſee, and hearts to conſider 
of the excellency and ſufh. 
ciency of grace, which 
makes vs willing to vnder- 
oe whatſocuer the Lord 
will lay vpon vs, well con- 
tent with the Lords orde- 
ring and diſpoſing of vs ; 
they would reioice in hea- 
uineſſe, and be comforted 
againſt the croſle. It may 
be thou thinkeſt thy trou- 
bles are ſuch, as thou thalt 
never bee able to ouer- 
come, & therforeart ready 
cuento faintvnderth&E,and 


gjue ouer 1n the plain ficld. 
Oh but conl1der the excec]- 


lencic of grace, whcrewith 
the Lord hath hitherro | 
ſupported thee in thy affii-| 


ions! Hathnor God ſaid, 


I will zot faile thee, nor for- 
ſake 
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x Pet. 1. 6. 


ſake thee, Heb, 13.5. Hath 
he not faid, My grace ſhall 
be ſufficient for thee ? 

W hat thoughthou beeſt 
plunged into agulfe of ſor- 
row through manifold af- 
flitions which haue befal- 
len thee 2 ſo that for a ſea- 
ſon thou art in heauineſle 
through them;yet through 
the power of grace thou 
{halr be able to hold vp thy 
head from ſinking, yea to 
retoyce in the end with 
ioy vnſpeakable and glori- 
ous, 1 Pet. 1. 8. What 
thoughthe Deuill ſwell & 
rage againſt thee « What 
though his wicked inſtru- 
ments doe combine and 
bandie themſclues againſt 
thee, {ecking ro {poile thee 
ofall outward and inward 
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comfort 2 What though 
thy neereſt and deareſt 
friends doe now turne a- 
way their faces from thee, 
yea, hate and abhorre rhee | 
as an out-caſt 8 alien? Let 
Dauids comtort be thine, 
who being in great ſorrow 
becauſe of the rage of the 
people which intended to 
ſtone him, comforted him- 
{cite inthe Lord his Ged, 
1 Sam. 30.6, So doe thou 
comfort thy ſelfe in the 
grace of God. Hath he be- 
ſtowed his louevpo thee 
Hath he giuen thee of his 
grace? Thoghthy outward 
calamities be neuer ſo ma- 
ny, neuer ſo great, though 
thine enemies be neuer ſo 
mighty, neuer ſo power- 


full, yer ſtronger, s he that > 


im 
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in thee, than he that is in the 
world, 1 Toh. 4.4. It God 
gracethee,what thoughall, 
the world ſhould caſt rhe 
dung of reproch in thy 
face to diſgracethee? It he 
loue thee, his loue is better 
than life,and he will kcepe 
thee from taking infection 
or hurt, rom the rage and 
malice of all the world 
that hate thee, 

Laſt of all, the confide- 
ration of that which hath 
beene ſpoken concerning 
the excellencie of Grace, 
may comfort thee againſt 
the dregs and reliques-of 
corruption, and the rem- 
nants of theold man yet a- 
biding in thee, which, it 
may be,doe1o perplex thy 
{oule, and wound thy con- 
{cience, 


— 
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(cience, that thou groneſt 
vndcr this preſſure, and 
cryeſt our with Paw, © 
wretched man that I am,who 
ſhall delruer me from the bo. 
are of this death? Know,thy 
condition 15 no other, no 
worſe than the beſt of 
Gods children, who ſo 
long as they liue in this 
earthly tabernacle, do car- 
ry about them the remain- 
der of (in, which wil defile 
their beſt actions, oft ble- 
miſh their profeſſion, yea, 
gricue Gods holy Spirir, 
and make their heauenly 
Father oftcnded with the , 
yet comfort thy ſelf, and 
bee aſſured, that though 
corruption may VeX and 
molcſt thee, it ſhall neucr 
ſubdue, nor vanquiſh thee, 
Eecauſe 
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becauſe of the grace of 


God abiding in thee : For 
ſinne ſhall not haue dominion 
oner you: for ye are not vnder 
the Law, but vnder Grace, 
Rom. 6.14. Tt is a good 
ſtgne there is lite, where 
wounds do bleed & ſmart; 
rac gricfe of thy ſoule for 
{1n,arguesthe lite of grace 
abiding in thee , tor thoſe 
that are dead in fins, feele 
no ſmart, arc not gricued 
with corruption. Sn 15 not 
ponderous in the heart and 
coſcience of graceleſle per- 
ſons;becauſe it is inits pro- 
per clem&t & place, where 
It1s welcomed and cnter- 
tained, where it lines and 
raignes.”Thcrfore,it 2t any 
time thou feel ſt (as which 
of Gods childre tcl not? ) 

a rcbc]- 


| 


Comfort through Grace. 


_ 


YOU 


| — C— 


arebellious law in thy mC- 
bers, rebelling againſt the 
law of thy minde, and car- 
rying thee into the practice 
of ſuch cuils as thou hateſt, 
and haſt vowed againſt, ler 
not rhis perplex thy ſoule, 
as if grace had forſaken 
thee, becaule it is no better 
with thee , bur collec thy 
ſpirits,call vpon grace,and 
ſay, Where art thou, my 
friend, my guide,my hope, 
my help: ſtand by m2,2nd 
ſtrengrhen me againſt cor- 
ruption, which 1s too 
ſtrong for mc; if thou help 
me nor, I am vadone. tell 
thee for truth, (for 1 know 
(whar I ſay)to be traue)thar 
by the vertue and ftrengrh 
of grace,a poore diſtreiſed 
ſoul cleauing tothe grofid, 


abhor- 
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abhorring its ſelfe, and ly- 
ing at the very brinke of 
deſpaire,ready to be ſwal- 
lowed vp of Death and 
Hell, conſulting and reſol- 
uing to try whether hel] 
torments, or the helliſh 
pangs of an afflicted con- 
ſcience were more tolera- 
ble ; I fay, a poore ſoule in 
ſuch adeſpcrate condition, 
hath by the ſtrength of 
erace beene brought back 
trom death to life, and as 
it were from hell to hca- 
u2n, received new, Or reu- 
ucd againe its old comtort, 
beene ar defiance with f1n 
and Satan,challenged Hell 
and Death, and bid them 
doe their worſt, ſaying, | 
Who [hall ſeparate me from | 
the lone of God? &C, There- | 


fore | 
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fore yeeld not either to 
thine owne corruptions,or 
Satans tentations, though 
they haue got thee on the 
hip, & giuen thee the foile. 
Ser ſpecdily vpon the re- 
pairing of grace, and ma. 
king vp thoſe breaches 
which finne hath made in 
thy ſoule & conſcience, A 
good husband, as hee hath 
a care to keepe his houſe 
wind-tite and water-tite, 
lo it through the violence 
of any ſtorme or tempeſt, 
any thing be blowne down 
or rent,he ſpeedily ſers vp- 
on the repairing of ir, Icſt 
through negligence & de- 
layes, things grow worſe 
-and worſe: cucn ſo dealcs 
cuery good man witn his 
own ſoule : it any thing be 

amiſle, 
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amiſle, or out of order, he 
lets not all runneto ruine, 
bur ſpeedily fers vpon the 
_— and amcuding 
of that which is any way 
weakened in him, 

tude 24,25 | Now onto him that is able 
| to keepe you,that yee fall not, 
and to preſent you faultleſſe 
before the preſence of his glo- 
ry ; that is,To Ggdonly wiſe, 
eur Sautour, bet Glory, and 
HMaieftie, and Dominion, 
and Power, both now ,and for 
| exer., Amen. 


